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A married life, to speak the best,
Is 211 n lottery confest ;
Man’s an odd compound, af*er all,

And ever has been since the Fall;
And though 1 slave in love’s soft school,

1n wedlock claims his xight to rule,
Corzoy.
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PREFACE.

s ot

WhaEernrR the fanlt lies in my want
of taste, or in the impetuosity of niy
dispositioh, or in both, I know not;
but I have met with no Modern
Novel where T have not skipped
many pages of tedious uninteresting
Book-making ; thoughts of the he-
roine, — retrosnections, — fine feel-
ings, —scntimentals, and indecisions.
— And as the most insignificant
puppy will sometines snarl at thes
majzstic Newfoundland dog, I will
ventare to say that even in the works

Qf our great No thern Tale-writer,
' 2
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the School-mgster and Parish-clerk -
cof Gander-cleugh, there are -nany
very dull interregnums between
those Leautiful scenes which come
home to the hcart, and whigh are
so naturally and so charmingly writ-
ten, as to leave all competitors far—
far behind.  Possibly these hecavy
pages may be as necessary to a work
of this kind, as dark and quict shades
arc to a finc picturc, making the
promincnt parts more consplcuously
beautiful.
2. Novel of last year was ]ately
pu* into my hands. I found it was
. learnedly sprinkled with Latin and
theological discussions,—so 1 passed
pver twenty page" ac once ; for when
I indulge in this kind of light read-
ing, it is for tl.c purpose of charining
away a headache: ~— then, not at
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home to any Visitors, and desirous of
f'orrretgm(r all the world, and myself
ire particular, in my interesting book,
— think, dear reader, what must be
my disappointment, my dismay, at
finding, instead of the amusement
I promised myself, lTearned disqui-
sitions which I ean neither judge of
or comprehend.  There is no learn-
ing displayed in this simple Narra-
tive,—and for so cvident a rcason
that T need not point it out.

" Bevond all things, I sicken ot a
I\ovcl being written for the sole and
deliberate purpose of conveying les-
sons of morality.  Miss Edgeworth’s
delightful Tales. connot be said t
belong to this class. Ier perfect
delineation of chawzter is in itselt

fund o amnuseraent,— and her |
. .3
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.country will ever acknowledge her
with gratitude and affection.
The followiug pages were written’
for amusement. The Incidents are
gencrally taken from real lifc; and
if sompg of them appear overdrawn,
I can truly affirm I have not coloured
thgm nearly to the truth. My pen
can never do justice to the grotesque
appearance of Colonel Desburgh in
his whisky, in strong contrast with his
handsome young wite. The Barlow
scercs wotild hear much heightening ;
bat 1 feared my rcaders would sup-
pose I had been used to too low so-
ciety to engage their patronage. Yet
grossibly this ver: family is now one
of the vichest in the county. Need
I add, they gro sought afler, cougted,
and visited by the oldest and the
highert of their neighbonrs ?
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. :

If my friends have half the amuse-
ment in reading, as I have had in
witnessing many of the eveuts, I shall
be pestectly satisfied in having com-
mitted them to the Press.
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CHAP, L.

iTow blest are we that are not simple men:
Yet Nature might have made me as thase are;
Therefore T will not disdain.

Winter’s Tale.

Introducte: 3.

Ix one of the most picturesque villages
of ilampshire was situated the estate
of Mr. T'revillyan, aa elderly gentleman,
who 1. :d enjoyed it for fifty years. He
was respected and beloved by his tenants,
and much esteemed by Lis neighbours,
The property, though not extensive, was
fertile »nd valuable: it produced an
inco:ne of three thousand a year, without
impoverishing the land, or distrersing the
tenants.
VOL. I. B
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This estate had been in the family.
for more generations than we care to
enumerate. It was entailed’ property;
but, fortunately, Mr. Trevillyan had oge
only child, a son, otherwise it whuld have
devolved to a very distant branch of the
family, a Mr. Fortescue, a merchant of
London, with whom very little inter-
course had been Kept up. e
" This only child was the darling of its
doting parents; even during his infancy
every possible whim was gratified, and
as he grew up, his inclinations were the
guide and rule of all around him. -Noe
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Trevillyan, if
“their son was not the veriest dunce in
the school ; for his preceptors had ctrict
charge that he was never to be thwarted.
Luckily for them, and much more so for
himeelf, nature had endowed him with
such talents, that, had he been born to
indigence, no doubt the world would
have been benefited by them; but, as
it ‘happened, he was to be cousidered
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wrather as an accémplished young man,
than an elegant scholar. '

Upon his return from College, however,
he was, in tht epes of his pafents, the
most pekfect of human beings: Less
interested people took the liberty of
differing in opinion; and a disciple of
Lavater, and possibly too of Drs. Spurz-
heim and Gall, might have perceived,
somcthing like sternness’ and severity in
his features or cranium; yet'as every one
near him was devoted to his will, there
were few opportunities of detecting the
renlities of*these observations. Nor is it
to be wondered at, if a youth so brought
up, so idolized, chould have imbibed
notions of self-importance and vanity,
somewhat at variance with the modesty
of nature. His manner3were polite and
g,‘entlemanly, and if he had not’ that
suavity, which belongs to the high-bred
man of fashion, ytt he was well qualified
tor good society, '

B2
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Mr. and Mrs. Trevillyan had now at
tained the summit of their desires; or
if they had awisl, it was to see the beloved
of their hearts married.; but where was
the lady deserving such a treasre ? Two
or three noblemen in the county had dis-
posdble daughters: the highest, tae
richest, the most beautiful, were selected

. by the old man as proper objects of choice.
for his son. Indeed, it is absolutely said,
that on one'occasion he applied to a noble
Duke for his lovely daughter, since
married to Lord George . *Certain
it is, he made personal proposals tothe’
Earl of , and was so shocked and

" humiliated at the meortifying coldness of
his rejection, that it, together with a
violent cold caught in the zeal of the
jourrey, occasioned his death three weeks
aftebwards. He was sincerely lamented
by his neighbours and dependants. To
the poor he was a sad los§; for he spent
his income amongst thep, and interested
himpelf in their comforts and -welfare,
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M. Tresvnllyan felt much on the oc-
caswn but her son attended ber with
more 1espect than is generally found in
spoilt childrerr; ip fact, she was'the only
link of atfachment he had; he therefore
seldqm left her ; indeed he could find no
other l;erson so entirely devoted t® his
comforts. She survived her husband only
two years, and then left him sole possessor,
of the property. *

Upon her death Mr. Trevillyan found
himself almost alone in the world: his
father and mother had survived all their

*near relaticas ; and although there had a
tew Jetters passed between them and sk
Fortescues, yet there had always existed’
a sort of jealousy and coolness bctween
the families. He had therecfore few to
sympathise with him ; aad in the retire-
ment which he observed after his rdcent
loss, the following reflections sprung up
in his mind : = ¢ Fam arrived at twenty-
seven ycays of age, and ought to, feel my-
self of ssme consequence in the worid, 1

B 3\
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i ©

have an unencumberéd estatey, and ne
poor relations to provide for ; but should
I die without male heirs, this fine,pro-
perty is €ntailed on a cqllateral branch of
the family whom I never sawy and for
whom I do not care. My talents are far
superior to those of most of my acquaint-
ance ; and I should certainly comply with
the earnest recommendation of my fatl’.."
to devote them to the, service of my
country in parliament, but that I abhor
the servility and meanness I must submit
to, to get there. I must condescend to
make myself, for a time, the «companion
of the lowest orders of society ; ask fa-
‘vours of those I have: ever looked upon as
the mere honest agents for my comfofts ;
and possibly, after having undcrgone all
‘this painful drudgery, be ousted at last by
some-rich overgrown tallow merchant :
insupportable : — ¢ I’ll none on’t.” Yet
1 feel idle and .alone; — F want attach-
ments, interests.”
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_' Afte.r a pause, te, as if.by a violent
effort, resumed his soliloquy. — I must
m:;rr.y —_ r.narry whom? My father, good
mpan ! got himself affronted by his ambi-
tion - angl after all, had he succeeded in
gaining for me a bride of quality, 1 dare
sax I should have found that instegd of
attending to ine, and my humours, she
‘would have given herself airs of birth
and fashion, .and expected that devotion
from e which I am much more willing
to receive than to pay. No, no, I’ll not
seek s wife, but I’ll join alittle insociety,
and let the rest take its chance.”

B 4
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CHAP. 1I.

- The vows of women
* Of 1o Nore bondage be, to whom they’re made,

Than they are to their virtues — which is nothing.
T'roilus and Cressidu.

A Removal, and Characters ke mects.

Wira the wise resolutions of the last
chapter, our hero set off, acconfpanied by
‘ hm‘servant, John Harding, for Southanip-
ton; and took up ‘his abode in the
, boarding-house there, in the summer “of
1805. *He met there a mixture of com-
pany, -= some onginals, and some agree-
able péople; and a man of his consequence,
was not likely to be overlooked rither
by ladies or gentlemen. . Il his person
he was tall and well-progortioned : his
teaturéy were marked by strong nhthral
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Sense ; but there Was a reserve a\nd se-
vepity in Jis countenance, whih was
somewhat rare in so young a man, and
which preven’ced.hls being called hand-
some.

The belle of the company at the board-
ing-house, and indeed of the whole fface,
was the beautiful Mrs. Langton, who to
a very lovely person added very fascinat-,
ing manners:  When, however, she was
off her guard, which was not frequently
the case, onc might easily discern the
, vulgartty of very low birth; “ut her
plausxblhty and fascination were such,
that one of her smiles would mbtantiy‘
recover the admirasion her forgetfulness
had endangered.

Mr. Davenport, her first husband, was
a very rich soap-boile%s and had acci-
dentally seen her at the theatre, whére he
had bgen so struck with her beauty that
he married hér, fancying that her grati-
tude weuld s&cure to him hey affegtion
2nd *g8od conduct; but he soon #und,

B 5
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\

to his great mortification, that the docil¢’
girl wip promised to wait upon and nuzse

him, during long and frequent fits of the
gout, to which he was subject, had much

more inclination to show her fife person,

dressed in the most expensive style of
fashlon, and her superb equipage, which

had few rivals in magnificence, to the ad-
miring crowds /is wealth and her beautj

attracted, than to rub his ankles, or warm

his flannels.’

At first, he was so fond of her, that he
put no ‘restraint upon her ¢ chirming
vivacity ; perhaps, too, he Was not a

‘httle proud of possessing a gem of such
dazzling brilliancy, and thought the ad-
miration she universally received was a
compliment paid to his taste; and that
by yielding a littte, she would soon grow
tired ‘with dissipation, and become the
domestic wife his ailments required.
Little did he know of ‘the temper of his
mb, (il did hge appreciate her vvirtues.
Yet, when be found resolution to" chide
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* her for some negiect of himself, or levi-
ties withe others, she had always tact
enongh to wm him back to indulgence
and good-humour by smiles and caresses,

Thus' passed two years, at the end
of which Mr. Davenport was seized with
a dreadful fit of the gout, and orllered «

Jmmediately to Bath.— At their mar-
riage he had settled five hundred pounds
a year upod his wife, and_ promised to
make them thousands if she behaved
well. Before she left town she con-
ductell herself so properly, that he made
his will accordingly. Soon after thgy
redched Bath, the gout threatened i,
stomach, and confthed him to his cham-
ber. Could it, under all these circum.- ,
stances, be expected that so young, so
blooming, so gay a creature, wae to im-
anuretherself, and waste that bloom, by
confining herself to a husband’s sick
room ? Certamfy not} nor do we be-
lieve so*prepodkerous a thought eveg en-
tered her head. She conceived she per-

B €
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formed her dutywith exemplary ptudence
by visiting him every morning after
breakfast, listening patiently to his com-
plaints for ten minutes,«and looking i
upon him again when she returnkd from
her rides and visits, before she dressed

« for the evening’s amusement. She care-
fully remembered all the news, told all
the names she observed at the Pump-
room, and how many new carriages she
saw in her drives.

Was not, and ought not this to have
been enough to suffice any reastnable
man? Mr. Davenport was nbt reason-
“ste= few men are, we believe, while
§uﬂ'ering with the gout; and this must
. plead his excuse for his impatiencee at
what he termed her neglect. Trifles,
which 4iis usual-tndulgence might have
overlooked when in health, became grimes
of the blackest dye when viewed through
the medium of disease, and contemplated
in the seclusion of a sick ¢hamber. Her
derelittion took sole possession ‘of* his
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* mind, and her Jaily slights served to
increase his irritation. He became jealous
of ker affections, and suspicious of her
virtue ; for fhege were not wanting per-
sons to feport her errors.

A nephew, Mr. John Davenport, was
his next heir, and stood very high in :
,the estimation of his uncle. To him
" his marriage had been a source of grea$
dismay ; but when the’ nch man found
he was not likely to leave an, heir of his
own, he redoubled his kinduess to Mr.
John# This nephew attended him at
Bath; artd it was not to be suppos;d
thtre existed any great cordiality bee-
tween the beautyeand this young man.
He thought the five hundred pounds,
a year quite enough, and the five thou-
sand a great deal too nfuch for her. He
Jtherafore took care that his wife’s con-
duct ghould, by some indirect means,
find way to" his"unglee Mr. Davenport
becante furiops; — he even, placed a
wafcll, barbarous man! to observe her,
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and he chose this best of all possible
agents for the business. . .

At first the nephew appeared to wish
to be s11ent but as it was not hls inter?
est to veil her levities, he at last Yuffered
hlmself to report that the lady’s ttme
*and attention were engrossed by a Col.
Langton, a man of noted gallantry anfd
dissipation, but supposed to be possess-
ed of large estates. He attended her
to all places ,of amusement ; and it was
strongly suspected that these were not
their only meetings. ¢

Mr. Davenport’s rage knew no bounds
ﬁé’immedlately sent for her ; she wasno
where to be found, fithough long past
midnight : and when she did return
home t— which was some hours later
than s‘he chose t5 account for — he bit-
terly upbraided her with her conduct :.
he recalled to her memory the estreme
poverty from whi¢h he had raised her, —
his profusa generosity, net only‘to her-
self, bat to her family, whom he was now
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* supporting, and whom she appeared
quite to have forgotten ; and he finally
assared her, that her settlement was the
only money *she would ever Teceive as
his widdw.

The frail fair One was horror-struck : —
she protested her innocence — delared -

 he was dearer to her than existence;
and that it was only owing to the
excess of her feelings, wluch were so
violent, that she could ‘not repress
them when she saw him suffering, and
whict must have the effect of hurting
his spiritd, that she absented herse]f
She used tears, entreaties, and eva.
fits; but Mr. Davenport’s suspicions,
once thoroughly roused, were not easily ,
soothed. He was proof against all
her artifices, — deaf td»all her assever-

Ationg.

Proyoked at finding these her usual
auxiliaries fail, she bad recourse to the
opposx'te extrame, — vowed yengeance
against those who had so basely ca-



.
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lumniated ler ; — and’she cast & glance*
of no very amicable nature,upon the
nephew : — bitterly reproached Mr..Da-
venport for listening to,suth base slane
ders; yet showed no disposition to
amend —made no promise of referm-
atior? ; and this was a solitary instance
of her sincerity : had she made them,
she never would have kept them.
Finding that her violenceand her tears
were equally ineffectual, and assured,
from her knowledge of her husband’s
character, that he would keep his*word,
she retired to her own room. in great
,.agltatlon and despdir. She had ouly
one hope, that of his speedy dissolu-
tion, before he had strength to make
the ghreatened alteration of his will.
She did not hqtvever do.as many weak
womén would have done in her czse,—
retire to examine her heart and con-
duct, and devise means of recpvering
her suspected character, y~but g0 form
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Jlans :)f, ckeing eut her fortunes from
other sources.

Hel determination was soon taken;
and ‘as the fiat respecting her jointure
was but _too likély to be realised, she
was w111mg to secure herself' a rich pro-
tector tlsewhere, With true and laud-
able spirit, therefore, she attired herself
in-the most becoming habit, and hastened
the next morning to the rendezvous®
with Cul. Langton : she was.behind her
time ; and he was waiting with an
impatignce which was favourable to her
o views. .

What passed at this interview it is
needless to troublc ourselves about, "eXn
cepé that the lady feported her husband
so much worse that he could not survive
many days. She carefujly omitted, and,
perhapq quite forgot, in’the emotign of
the moment, to mention the ne
which *had passgd ;'— much les:%id
the alteration of the will present itself
to her memory. Most likely if it_had,
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she would mot have thought, such &,
trifle worth meuntioning to a man of'
his fortune.

The Celonel, warmed by the hope of
soon sharing her large jointure, deter-
mined to make the matter as certain
as circumstances would allow; and a
mutual agreement was drawn up and
signed, for their marriage within six
‘'months after Mr. Davenport’s death.
This done, she returned home in men-
tal triumph, fancying that she had thus
taken bher charms to a much better
market the second than the first match.
N’ r. D. however contrived to live, cpn-
.trary to her report, many weeks, during
which she entertained herself as usual.

The report of her large jointure, which
she took care should Le no secret, and
her great beauty, rendered her an object
of general interest in a high and re-
spectable circle ; ] wherg, as long as she
conducted, herself with' ,apparent  pro-
prie.y, and lived under her husbend’s
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. . .
» roof, it. was nobody’s business to in-

quire further.

M1 D. Tived five weeks after the sign-
ing of the agreement. At his disso-
lution, his widow declared herself quite
unprepared for such a stroke: she had
known him recover from what she,.con-
ceived so many worse attacks, that she

*cbuld not believe his danger was so
imminent. , In short, +she played her
part of distress very prettily.

This finished, she busied herself in
suiting her sable dress to her fire shape ;
and this amused her distracted thoughts
from the loss of her dear husband .
and surely this was much more meri-
tofious conduct, than dimming the lustre
of her eyes by unavailing sorrow. Doubt- "
less—if sackcloth and ashes—fasting and
praygr, — could have recalled him %o life,

"she would willingly have devoted herself
to the amusemcnt: : but the decree was
as sure as that which had deprived
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her of her jointure, aad there .was né
alternative. ' .

She was in due time invited by Mr.
John Davenport to witness the reading
of the will; but knowing, or at least
guessing pretty near the truth, she chose
rather to be left in ignorance of its
contents. So she returned an answer,
that the extreme anguish she suffered
for the unexpected and heavy loss she
had sustained, rendered it quite im-
possible she could support so distress-
ing a scene. She wished pecuniary sub-
jects might not be mentioned to her
hil her spirits were in better train
Gf ever they would be) to think of
them; and at all events, when she ftlt
« herself able, she would apply to him for
information. o

Mr..Davenport was not the dupe of all
this duplicity; but as he cared little
about her, and was ir full possession
of his uncle’s property, he suffered her
~40.plhiy her own game, and thexefore
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,iever again mentioned the subject of
the will. _Aund he had even the delicacy
to be silent to others as well as to her; 3
for "he had orecelved injunctions from
hlb uncle, if she condycted herself re-
spectably, to allow her a thousand a year,
in addition to the five hundred, asdong
as she continued unmarried.
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CHAP. lIL

{Twere good I think to steal our marriage..
Taming of the Shrew.

A Promising Wedding.

CoronerL Lawncron, whose pecuniary
wants happened now to be very press-
ing, found the widow’s supposed five
thousand pounds per annum a sugar-plum
*snuch to his taste. He was aware Low
"many other sharks would be looking out
for this bait ; and anxiously waited an in-
terview, when he might fix an early
‘day for appropriating it to himself. He
knew too how little women of her stamp
-were to be relied upon, and therefore
hastened to her, and urged his suit
with such lover-like assululty, that the
relucant fair One, after a wurld of
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'doubt and hesitation, between her affec-
tign for him, and the indelicacy of
margying so soon, agreed to an imme-
diate, and very private marriage. Very
little did he think he was playing the
very game she wished and intended;
and under these happy auspices the fnar-
riage took place.

® "It was not to be expected the Colonel
should have-any delicady about asking
for his wife’s fortunc, and he imme-
diately waited upon Mr. Davenport to
announce the event, and to settle ac-
counts;, 'Phe young man was not ve
muach surpriszd, for he had masked*
the progress ofthg business; nor wa§
he®much grieved at a circumstance
which saved him a thousand a year;
but when he disclosed 4he real gtate of
the case to the astonished bridegtoom,
‘no w'grds .can do judtice to his fary:
he was nearly mad with rage, and for
some momenty lost his speech ; bat it
soof returned to vent itself in exera
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tions upon his owh Tolly. — When his
violence had somewhat subsided, . he
asked if Mrs. Davenport had been privy
to the ‘alteration of, the will; M.
Davenport answered, that he hclieved
she suspected it. The Colonel snatch-
ed up his hat, and hastened to his
lovely bride, and bounteously bestowed
‘blessings upon her for outdoing him in
chicanery :—to be duped where he meant
to be the duper! and by a woman too!
The humxhated Fair, who had been
preparirig Berself for this scene, ethrew
}lerself on her knees, declared she knew
< nothing of the will — was quite ignorant
“of the alteration; end if she was cut
off with so slender a pittance as her
original settlement, nothing but her
husband’s suspitions of the conmnection
which subsisted between them, could
have induced such a change; therefore
it was ungenerous to' upbraid her for
what was consequent upen their joint
indiscretion.
8
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o
« ' The Jridegroom was not disposed
to listen to such sound arguments; he
upbralded her with the levity of her
conduct even $o himself. .

The beautiful® lady bathed her bridal
dress with her tears ; but finding these
not quite so potent as she expecged,
she took up the cause in another point
of 'view — with the most winning accents
she told him, that although her income *
was so inferior to his, she woeuld by eco-
nomy and prudence, make it serve for
her own dress and pocket thoney; and
vas he bhad, married her for love, she
trusted his affection would stand }he’ ]
test of this disappointment, particularly
as ks possessions were so large that he
would not feel the Joss.

He interrupted her ig no very com-.
plimentary tome. Marry for "love !
Devil 4 bit, I assure you. I never loved
but one*womaa in my life; and as for my
large pessessions, shall be glad to know
where ,you’ll find them. Marry, *for

VOL. I. c
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love ! added he, as he gave a whistle and
turned on his heel, « I need not have
married for that, I think.” "

He then told her that he had deﬁend-
ed upon her money to ]')ay off a debt he
had incurred at the gaming table, and in
his wzehemence let fall some words which
let her into the real state of the case.

The bride’s astonishment and dismay
were quite equal to that of her husband.
She was no longer the elegant, interest-
ing, soothing .suppliant. She instantly

- rose frem her humble attitude ; and pas-
sion getting the better of her recently.

Jiearnt. gentility, she indulged berself
" with abusing him with the vulganty

which suited her origin.

Each had calculated on their personal

-charms for recrmtmg their finances, —

that.medium was now lost in a terribly
bad speculation, and nothing ®ow re-
mained for them but to make the best.of
so bad a bargtum-—-Shé agreed to give
his, up ' three hundred” poun&a vhich
%j‘d by her when her husband. died ;
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and he allowed her to keep possessxon of
her five hundred pounds-a year; they
parted on their respective means, — she
wept to London, he to Cheltenham, and
then to Ireland. T

In  town, however, Mrs. Langton
found those doors shut against her, whi¢h
used to fly open at her approach, — and
where she was received, it was with so
much coldness that she detérmined to try
another quarter. In the spring she went
to Cheltenham, — she played well and
high ; agd if she did not move in the same
society she used to do while the indulged
wife of the rich Mr. Davenport,- yet she
contrived to comfort herself much to her
satisfaction, for the spage of two years;
at the end.of which, we find her at South-
ampton, nothing. nnpalxed- in beluty or
goodnesg.

Our Venus was classiegily attended, —
her thred Graoes were &; her train; —
the Misseg Denmson were fine look-
ing danhmg young. hdlek,; attired-in tie

¢ 2
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height of fashion, &nd worthy, to “al!
appearance, the divinity whose satellites
they were. They were the daughters of
Captain Dennison, who having had the
misfortune to lose his wife, a very pretty
woman, during their infancy, and having
n§ female relations with whom he could
leave them, he placed them at a large
boarding-school, from whence they had
no home to go to.

_Their father visited them as often as
his military duties woulg allow ; and as
he marked the progressive impzovement
in their persons, he doub4ed not their
intellectual accomplishments kept. pace
with their beauty. He was no great
judge of feminine acquirements, and
gave due credit to the accounts he
heard of thepr proficiency. '

“They remained at school until their
father’s regiment was quartered at —,
where, as they had-the prospect of
Peing stationary for jsome time, Mrs.

“‘”lboberis, the wife of a heutenant;’oﬂ'ered
to take charge of them, — an offer
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Cx;ptain Dennison ‘é'ladly accepted ; for
he .was a very affectionate father, and
much wished for the society of his chil-
dren.  But tHis was not mending their
situation, — military circles being, we be-
lievey the least calculated to form the
temale character.

Whatever,_principles they imbibed at
school were certainly not 1mproved here ; |
— they learnt many things, and wit-
nessed many conversations' of which
they ought no#to have had the slxghtest
idea. ¢

Thus pabsed two years in gradual
improvement. Their father taught them
bllllands, riding, acd driviog, —in all’
which he made it a point they should
excel ; and he was quite happy when
he saw them mounted ‘upon the most’
restive horses of the coips.

He vyas particularly attentive, too, to
the grace of°thgit camiage and action.
He spent many hours in teaching them
to whiR, and flattered himself they'were

c3
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perfect: " But he lived but-a short timé
to observe the benefit of ‘his lessons.
A fever which he caught in the service
some years ago, and from which he had
never. perfectly recovered, terminated
hls existence, when his eldest daughter
Atn had attsined her twenty-fourth
year ; the: second, Sophy, . twenty-two ;
and Eliza, nineteen.

He left them fifteen hundred pounds
-each, constltutmg Ann the guardian of
Eliza. -

Instead of husbandmg their little for-_
.tunes with economy, they” determined
to*take them to market; and as there

"were no young men in the regiment
worth captivating, they resolved to take
a wider field of action.

~ They persuaded. Mrs. Roberts to go

- with them to Bath, and stay with ther
until they . were setﬂed m a hmarding-
house. - Here, alas! they showed their
fine busts in all'the nakedness 6f fash:on
witllout effect. ‘The men had littfe worlds
of their own to move in, and were
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'engaged’in other purenits. They re-
moved tor another house, yet ‘to: no
purpose ; — the young men there: were
fortune-hunters ;~— the old all’ invalids,
thinking and talking more about their
own' sufferings than attending to them.

For the formet, our' young ladies ad
Jew attractions; they were upon the same
scent ; and, despairing of better things,
they applied themselves even to the
gouty and - hypochendriac, * smoothed
their cushio®; placed their foetstools,
listenéd to their complamts, but with
little success. S s

Miss Sophby had- indeed ﬂattered her-
self that, by her unwearied assiduity and
attention to a very old gonty man, who
was immensely rich, she was in a fairway
to become Mrs. Jeffrays. 'But although
+he availed himself véry readily of her
kindness in readingi mewspaper after
newspaper,” which she -performed with
exemplary patience till' quite hoarse, -—
though she gave himt her seat when he

c 4
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entered the room, if it happenied to be
near the fire, — yet, when the ungrate-
ful wretch recovered, he very coolly
left Bath without makig any matri-
monial overtures.

This disgusted the trio. They left
Bath in dudgeon, and went to Chel-
tenham; but there seemed a spell

, upon all their honest matrimonial spe-
culations — none of them answered :
and meeting Mrs. Langton there, whose
sentiments -appeared similar to their’s;
and she offering to take them under her
Quspices to Southampton, they all ad-.

~ journed to that place. o
°  There was, however, a tacit agree-
ment between them and the Grass
#idow, never, by any chance, to in-
‘terfere with her. 'Fhe sisters, too, were
to 'yield ‘to -each other in seniority,
Sophy was not to beguile hegp sister
Ann’s.beaux, —and Eliza’s charms were
.ot to come. into play cuntil aﬂ:er her
sisters’ had failed. :

! These ladies attracted the attention
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“of an Irish Baronet of broken fortune
and dissipated habits. - -

Sit John Neerdowel had the most pre-
possessing manness, and the most elegant
address ; and these assisted him in ekeing
out his«finances by cards and billiards.

Mrs. Langton immediately attached
fortune to the Baronet, and secured him
solely to herseif.

Besides him, there was a Mr. Lacket,
who was very industrious in finding
ont the weight of each lady’s purse;
and, just arrived before Mr. Trevillyan,
a Mr. Fanshaw, a gentleman of ver:-
large fortune in Worcestershire, brea to
the, Bar, but not practising; and pos-
sessing, as he afterwgrds bragged, so
callous a heart, that hé thought he could
flutter round the brightest flathe without
singeing his wings.,

There were other petsons in the house
of whom we need not ‘speak, as'they do
not find a placc in this history. - '

With these, however, our youang ladies

cs
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were' engaged when Ml Trewllyan ap-r
peared among them.

- His property was too near to dllow
them to- be long in xgnorance of who
he was.

Jhe damsels began to slight ‘their
former flirts to throw for higher prizes :
but' not caring entirely to abandon any.-
they appeared to make a sort of com-
promise, ¢ whenMr. Trevillyan and Mr.
Fanshaw are away, I will accept of you.”

Miss Dennison’s turn came first. She
became the steady, prydent, gentle-
evoman, — loved the country, —doted
upon fine views, — and was never tired
of looking at that “before .her. Hamp-
shire was certainly the finest county

‘that 'she had seen: and though she
had, heard a great deal of Worcester-
shire, she thought it could net sur.
pass this. She did not krow Fow she

{Honld find resolution to quit 80 sweet
i-$pot. :

“This would not do : — so' now came
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Sophy, who was a perfect Lady Lydia
Languish.» She studied the elegant;
poétry, purling: streams, and sentiment
were her hobbies; — loved Ossian to-her
heart;—and had little Moore’s love
songs by rote. .. ..

All this was ﬁayed off with no bltter
success: the reign of sentiment seems
'to have passed by. — Mr. Fanshaw, in-,
deed, sat by her, and attended her; but
she had penetration enough to perceive
it was merely for present amusement.

Eli%a was by far the handsomest : she
was all life Emg simplicity, said everything
that came uppermost, and consequeutly
mapy things which she ought not to
say. She never spared the feelings of |
another, if she could raise a'laugh at
their expense ; but;all was sald and
done, with so muoh apparent ‘inno-
cence jandzdivets, that no one could
suspect araice, ‘in siwh -guileless sim-
p]1c1ty' s— though there was _more pert-
ness than wit in her. remarks, yet few

c6
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could help laughing ‘at the drollery of
her manner.

There was a gentleman who made

a great noise in the mastication of his
food, she called to him across the table,
« Do you know, sir, that you puv me
very much in mind off one of our an-
cient poets ?”’
- ¢ Indeed, ma’am ! said the flattered
youth, ¢ you do me much honour by
the comparison. Pray, of which do I
remind you 7"’

¢« Of Chaw-sir,”’ said Mlza, speaking
it as distinctly as possible.

" Another time Mr. Trevillyan and her-
self- were watching -a gentleman at the
lower end of the table, helping himself
over and over again to a dish before
him, — ¢ Well,* said Mr. Trevillyan, «1
wish him well through it.” -
~ ¢ No, ‘no,” said Eliza, § yeg mean
you wish it well ¢hrough him.”

There was a lady whe used to carry
herfhand in an aukward position, she
chlled her the ¢ Fig-leaf.”
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Mr. Trevillyan “was in no danger of
being drawn in by the two elder, nor
did*he ever dream of falling in love
with Eliza ; byt he was pleased with
her liveliness, and flattered by the
distinguished attention she was begin-
ning to pay :—upan his first ap-
,Dearance she had hardly neticed him.
"He attended her in preference to the
rest — rode with her — took lessons of
billiards from her — and danced with
her: and in all these she excelled.

Oite evening, when they were rest-
ing from the dance, and apart from thg
rést of the company, shesaid, ¢ What®
a handsome man Sir John Neerdowel is; *
and how animated Mrs. Langton appears .
while dancing with him! "They seem
made for each other.; PDon’t you think
they!d make a handsame couple ?**

“V.eryb{ ndsome,” answered he; “but
I’'ve heard” Mrs. Langton is gmarried
alread}!”

&0 yes,” returned Eliza, «"and a ruel
case it is. She had five thousand pounds
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a year, and he married her merely to get
it, and then left her immediately.”
¢« Indeed !”” said Mr.. Trevillyan ;
¢t had she then no settlement ?”’ -
<« I believe not,”’ answered she. ¢ Im-
mediately that Mr. Dayenport, her first
husband, was taken illMColonel Langton,
well knowing what her jointure would
be, paid her unremitted attention ; and
as she only married for money, it is not
to be supposed her affections were Mr.
Davenport’s. —- Colonel Langton was
very handsome — very engaging ; so
gvery thing was settled for' their mar-
riage before her husband died. But she
“feared' the  world would be ill-natured
enough to censure her for marrying
so soon, and the ceremony was per-
formed very su¢denly — very privately ;
and “as -he gave her to understand
that he was a man of very large fprtune,
she : nilger troubled het bead about set-
tlements.”
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" < But what became of her after they
separated ?¥

¢ “They took - different routes, he to
Dublin, she fo éown, where “she was
the delight of every one, she was so
gay.”

“ And you K she was right in so
daing 7 asked Mr. Trevillyan, in rather
an equivocal voice.

«“ O dear? no,” said ‘Ehza, imme-
diately catching his -thouéhtgv; ¢ she
would have done much better had she
lived §uietly. 1 think she was very wrong,
—indeed I often. think her reprehen,
sible.” .

« And yet you chbse her for a cha-
peron to a public place.” .

* No, indeed,” said she, qmckiy FRRAR |
told my sisters we had ‘much better gb
along, for that I feared we.should be
1mpllcated‘1 her indiscretions, but they
said I was a child, and: knew nathing of
the wofld; that if I did not cﬁooae to
accompany them, Ann, (who " my
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guardian,) would send me to school

again. I'm sure at times* am quite

miserable at what I see ; but they say

we are neither bolster ‘or pillow, and

that as long as she is received well in

society, we have nothing more ta.do with

it." Iam sure you tHthk we have done
wrong, — and I shall be quite wretched
, if you condemn us. O, Mr. Trevillyan,”

added she, with her most winning accents,

« if you would but advise me ! — 1 have

no friend, no protector ; mnobody to
care for me.” Just then she cast her
Jine eyes filled with tears to'the face of
" herinterested companion : one of these
“precious drops fell «upon his sleeve ; he

caught her hand and pressed it between

his, and it was lucky for him that they

were joined at tois moment by the rest
of the party, before he had tune to

answer. A

It & e he was naturally harsh, cold,
and reﬁ_erved, but he could not resist the
fascination of a beautiful girl appeal-
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Sog to him with so much confidence;
besides, hee fancied there was a simila-
rity i their situations.

*During the®eyening he was more ab-
sent than usual; and when at night he
threw qff his coat, he looked for the spot
hallowed by the tear. It had left no
trace, but he knew the place, and we fear
we must record his weakness in carrying
it to his lips. ° ‘

During the night Eliza haunted his
imagination ; she was so graceful! so
simple! yet with so much good sense and
discernment, that she detected and cong,
demned the improprieties she witnessed. *
— So young, and yet sq discreet! Would'
it not be cruel. to leave her in such dan-
gerous society ? and yet could he marry a
woman whose connectiors might djsgrace

im 7, Still there was something s0 Inno-
cent in, heﬁpplicatioq, such a compli-
ment to his judgthent, & perhapgiibo the
girl really liked him — loved hifai — at
any rate she must think more highly of



42 THE VETERAN ; OR,

him than of others, - for he had never
known.her at all familiar with:those gen-
tlemen who paid her the greatest atten-
tion, < Yes, certainly,” said he, as he
strode across the room, ¢ certainly the
sweet girl does love me, and if { was to
marrv her I could easily separate her from
her tamily.”

'This reflection, however, did not quite
realise those dreams of happiness he had
contemplated ; nor did he feel satisfied
of himself: he determined to be very
cautious, and to assure himself’ of the
~oung lady’s worth before he committed
hineself.

With this prudent resolutlon ‘he went
down to breakfast, the rigid censor, the
scrutinising observer. But he had no
vecasion for all this sturdiness, —the -ob-
ject of it did pot appear, and when he
inquired the cause, her sister Sophy said,
« shesiould not think what had befallen
her, that -she had been -walkimy™ about
the reom all night, and when pressed for
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an explanation of such extraordimary
conduct site burst into tears, and said,
she *had exposed herself to contempt,
and that she gshould never be happy
again.” Sophia added, “ 1 supposed it
some childish folly, so I left her to 1t »
Mr. Treviilyan rose from his seat, went
to the window, returned to his chair, and
soon after left the room. .
He ordered his horses, and without

sending to Mr. Fanshaw to invite him to
accompany him, as he usually did, he set
off with only his servant John Harding,
who was admitted to familiarity, having
béen brought up from childhood in*®
his, father’s house, und being nearly of |
the same age with his young master, had
been allowed to be ‘his play-fellow in
early days. Mr. Trevilyan rode much
fastef, than usual, buthe conld nof out-
ride the phantom' of Eliza Dennison,
which attended him éwery wh% He
slackeh®d his'pace, entered into convers-
atxon with John, talked of Mr. Fanghaw’s
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horses, of the one Miss Dennison rode’
the day before — remarked how uncom-
monly well they sat their horses, -and
how boldly they rode. |,

“ Aye, aye,” said John, I think it

they were not quite so bold any way,they
would be none the worse gentlefolks ; to
be sure, sir, they do say strange things of
them down stairs, — why there is a ser-
vant in the house who lived in the board-
ing house with them at Bath, and he do
say unaccountable things of them ; —
that Miss Sophy thought to cateh his
Juaster, Mr. Jeffreys, the ricu Hereford-
shire gentleman, who owns land out of
“mind. He did not know how to get rid
of her, so he just ordered his carriége,
and left Bath without taking leave of
her.” By

This answer of John’s was by no ieans
in unison with his master’s g}xoug‘hts, 50
he spugred his harse and hastened home,
but John’s remarks went with ki, and
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o Were somehow assdciated with the afore-
said phantgm.

At dinner she made her appearance,
ut not the hvely naive girl who made
them laugh by her comical observations;
bat with pale cheeks and languid eyes,
swoln Dy recent weeping. Instead of
taking her seat near him as usual, she
*placed herself between her sister Anp,
and another, lady, who were vainly try-'
ing to persuade her to eat, and as soon as
decency permitted after dinner, she
pleaded indisposition, rose, andeleft the

* room ; no*look was cast upon him, she
even seemed as if she wished to avoigd hns‘
eye. In such condpct there could be nd *
arfifice, no coquetry,. 1t would be bar-
barous to suppose it. "At tea he would’
sit by her; and during the evening he
paid.her the most delicate attentiorls ; —

° was fearfu} of a breath of air visiting her
too rolighly% — and wigen she was about
to retirg, he pleaded §0 strongly that she
‘wohld remain with them, thht she® suf-
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fered herself to be péisuaded, more as it.
appeared to oblige him, thap from her
own wish, Thus she did not for a mo-
ment lose her self-possessicn, and no fi-
nished actress could have played the part
better. She had all the success she ex-
pected. ’

Mr. Trevillyan was softened — de-
lighted—won. He now seldom left her ;
and the sisters, at the end of each day,
interrogated her as to the declaration:
they took care that he should not want
the opportunity of making it. — In
truth Mr, Trevillyan seemed to have

-ma4e up his mind to the evils he fore-
~saw; and good John Harding, who had,
from his first suspicion, taken great care
to slide into his master’s ear every thing
be could think of against the lady, began
to have serious apprehensions as to the

result.
About this time, prepagtions were

makmg for the reception of a lady and
her invali¢ daughter, who requlrefl a
5
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double-bedded -roordf : —there was but
one such m the house, and ‘that was
Occupled by the Misses Dennison. Ap-
phcatlon was ;mnade to them,for its
release ; and as tWo rooms were offered
to them at-the same price they now
paid fot one, they good-humouredly
gave it up. — Two days afterwards the
ladsies arrived ; and great curiosity was
excited by the report of thé servants —
(for they did not make their appearance
at table that day) — they said that the
young lady was exccedingly beautiftl,
dut very ill, »

Now it happened that Sophia and'
Eliza Dennison ‘were put into a small
room, thinly partitioned off the larger
one occupied by Mr. {Trevillyan; yet
the division was so mceJy /.papered -on
both sides (excepting vhere beds 'stood
dos d Yos, only separated by halfinch
boards, with Bhinks between them), that
without, pinute tbservition, few woyld
havesdgtected fhe nearmess of the ap-
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proximation, — Mr- Trevillyan heurd
somebody talking ; but it was not until
he was fairly in bed, that he was fa-
-voured with the following dialogue : —
¢ So sure of him ! — why don’t
you bring him to some explanation? I
would never let him dangle after me in
that way. — He’ll flirt with you as long
as he finds it agreeable, and then he’ll
leave you —-"

< Softly, softly, Sophia. Remember
you and Ann were in such haste to
secure, old Jeffreys, that you thought to
hook him before he had tasted the bait ;
and after you had both studied all his
whims and caprices for nearly two
months, he slipt through your fingers.”

« Well, child, I do strongly suspect
that without things are brought- forward
1mmed1ately, you will never get h1m ‘to
marry you.”

« Now Soph don’t be évmlru, - you
know I never took him in play till Ann
and you had tried your powers in, vuin —
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1 honourably kept to the agreement, —
Ann’s prudénce and love of Hampshire,
and your affecteu sen.timentals, were as
dust before the winc ; while I by a zew
ingenious manceuvres caug 2t him at once.
You $cey Soph, child as you think me,

i am wiscr in my v-cation than « ‘ther of

you; — why, give me Lut time, and I’d

engage to cheat thit Mr. Fanshaw of

his boasted callous heart, indeed at one
time 1 had a preat mind to begin with
him instead of waiting my tura with
‘Trevillyan, Rut I was not so sure of his

ol
fortune —and even now, should any

thing go wrong with my swain, I dare
say Lehould take to tfe other.”

« Upon my word, Eliza, you are so
elated by the success of youg schemes, that
your conceit is into*crable, — I be; ) lidw.
ever, that you wili tak= care of your own
concernsp anch i ave & anshaw to others.
T'have not yet do«? with him, and if I get
him, lwhgll not hive much r.sof to enry
you. Farnshaw is extremely handsome,

VOL. 1. D
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and Trevillyan has a very f'orbtddm{,
countenance. ‘

« Be as hagh as you please, Miss Soph,
—Ill admit Fanshawemuch the hanid-
somest, far the most agreeable —and 1 will
premise you not to give up a gertainty
for the experiment of catching him; but
I can tell you, without' you change ypyr
mode of attack, vou will nevel get him,
—your lapguishments and affectation
will never do, —try the sprightly, and
exert yourself as you used to do before
old Jeftreys, and —’

“ Pray do not mention him,” impa-
tlent]y 1nterrupted Sophy ¢ I hate the
very name.’

s« Sophy dear,” said Eliza in a tone of
provokmg arcbness, « which do you hate
thet thost, the name or the disappoint-
ment? I rather think if his carriage and
four was waiting your acctf;tanee, you'd
condescend to take it.”

«¢¢ Wilt you be quiet, you llttle .plague 2
returned the irritated Sophia ;  I’m sure
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5'0.11 need ‘not talk, — you have been as
indwstrious 1 your vocation, as you are
pleased to call 1t, as I have, and perhaps
with as little success; and I’m sure I have
assisted you instead of laughing at you.
— Remember your melting day, when
you schooled me into~saying you had
beep up weeping all night like any pretty
love-lorn damsel.””

« Yes,” cried Eliza, with gxultaticn,
« I do remember and glory in that day ;
it was certainly the nc plus ultra of good
acting #hat sgeured him; acd as I do
confess my obligations to you in that,
'l do my best, now Iy own c.unquest*
is made, to advance you with Fanshaw.
—1 really must have you married this
year, or you’ll get as.old-maidish as Ann.
— Have you any ides he 1s taken ‘with
y eu ? 2"

« Truly I“have, my doubts,” said
Sophia ; <« when lte is with me, I think
he does Jjke me -2 he says a hundred five
things to me — but when he leaves me,

D 2 '
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there is no anxiety to return, and I cau

discover no uneasiness when I laugh snd
talk with another: yet when we walk or
ride, he keeps by my side, and always
takes care I should ride one of his
hozses.”’ — .

« Faint hopes, I own, Soph; but don’t
despair, I see he is not to be won by the
ordinary modex if you could once interest
his feelingg — that would be the medium
of obtaining him. Have you thought
of any, scheme?”

“ Yes, of a thousand. —Q), Lliza, if L
could attach him, I really could love hrm
very much.”’

« Hold there — ‘one word of love on
your part and I declare oif; no woman
can play a gogd gume, who is too much
intertsted in its success. — Had I loved
Trevillyan, do you think I ever should
have made any thing of Him?. Oh no,
keep cool yourself, and you will probably
svgceeds — You know ‘you arq to ride
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*one of Fanshaw’s horses to-day — could
you not contrive to get yourself thrown?”

« {Thanks, Eliza, but I’m not going
to endanger nly face or person, I pro-
mise you ; so unless your fruitful genius
<onld hit upon some more gentle expe-
dient, you will not much expedite my
vigws. — What do you think of telling
him of an offer I have received from a
man of forture ?” .

« Too stale, Sophy, that will never do
— it must be by surprise that he is taken,
Jhe is tho caytious to be taken by tame
measures, — you are surely active enough-
to throw yourself off your horse withbut
injugy, or my father” lessons have been
thrown away; and suppose you faint, —
Pm sure you may do 3 great deal in_
this way.” 'y
. * Weell,” said Sophy, < I’ll sleep upon
it, andeif ‘hothing bett.er occurs, I’ll
try,” .

P38
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CHAP. Iv.

He did look far into the service of the time,
And was disciplined of the best. .
Such a man

Might be a copy to these younger times.
Alls Well that End: Well.

An Original.

Iz is difficult to say which was most an-
noyed Mr. Trevillyan’s affection or his
. vamty, — he slept, httle, — dreamt of the
blue devils, — rose ‘early and walked-out;
he had not proceeded far before he spied
Mr. Fanshaw, he longed for the plea-
sure of relating the foregoing convers-
ation, and therefore hastened to meet
him, and then unfolded the 'schemes me-
ditating against them.

After a long and heafty lauwh at the
good fortune which had dlscovered the
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*nachinations of these innocent damsels,
and that Mr. Fanshaw had bicen' informed
of as much as Mr. Trevillyan thought
necessary, (fot Qe totally forgot, or at
least omitted, the comparison of per-
sonakcharms between him and his aydi-
tor, no doubt considering it of too little
importance to find place in a convers-
ation between two lords of the creation,),
they consulted what should be donc, —
after a good deal of joking on the occa-
sion, they determined the ride shonld
by all‘meang take place. |

“ I would not lose the somerset for:,
fifty guineas,” said Fanshaw. *

«,I would not hafe lost the convers-
ation for hundreds,” said Trevillyan.

Upon their entering the breakfast-room,
however, all other ideas sjere totailys lost
in the.contemplation of a most interest-
ing object.© Miss Mordant was about
eighteen Jears of age, tall, finely propor-
tioned, ;and ext?emely elegant 3 she bad
a brilliant hectic colour, which varied

n 4 ’
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every time she spok:: or was addressed;
and when silent it gave way to the soft-
est tint, — her skin was so.transparent
that she appeared more like the ethereal
vision of another world, than an inhabit-
ant of this. It was impossible to look
at her without feeling the deepest interest
in cvery change of her beautiful coun-
tenance. Her mother watched her with
the greatest anxiety, — yet it appeared
the wish of these amiable women to hide
their distress and suffering from each
other. ‘

». [t may be supposed that ‘neither Mrs.
Laugton or the Graces were enchanted
with so formidable® a rival in beauty, —
and it gave our two younger damsels
an impetus to pursue their respective
conqugsts. '

Mr. Fanshaw, as soon as Miss Mor:
dant retired, offered one of ‘nis horses to
Sophia; it was uccepted with glee, and
we are not quite sure that he did not
order him #n extra feed.
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* ' While they were'prepaxing for the ride,
the sisters thad the pleasure of learning
the - history of Miss Mordaat, which
greatly quieted their apprehensions, and
which they determined to detail as soon
as possible to their attendants, when they
were outside of the town. Miss Dennison
opened :

" '« Miss Mordant would be a very-
handsome girt if she were in health, poor
thing ! they say there is no chance of
her ever recovering. Thave been listen-
ing to®a most luve-lorn history.  She was
‘upon the eve of marriage with a Mr. For="’
tescue, a young man of property, and ,
eventually of large fottuue, if the present
possessor dies without an heir;” Mr. -
Trevillyan found an odd sensation in his
throat ; — ¢ however, he was the *junior
partnes of a large mercantile house in
London, The clothes were all made, ~
the house taken and furhished, — when,
just ghree weelts before the appoipted
day, he, as the youngest of the firm, was

DS ‘
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called upon to go to Malta upon urgent *
business. It seems the phrting was
dreadful, but as there was every chance
of his returning in the coutsc of three or
four months, it was deemed useless to
expose her to the fatigue of the voyage.
He went, —arrived there safely, — trans-
acted the business to the satisfaction of
the house, — ard wrote to Miss Mordant,
requesting she and her mother would
meet him at Portsmouth at such a time.
Thither they went, and the first news
they heard at the inn where they stopped,
was that the ship was lost, and all ller
crew perished. —-Thls was communicated
so0 bluntly by the waiter, who little, sus-
pected the interest they had in her, that
Miss Mordant has declined ever since,—
_they suy she is in a deep consumption,
“and cannot get over it.  Is it not a me.
latfcholy story ?” , “o

+ Dreadful,” said Mr. Fanshaw.

* Mr. Trevillyan was siléht, —-perths he
felt less for Mr. Fortescue than he would
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" have doéne for any other individual.
The ladie$ did not care to nourish the
interest they saw growing, and soon
found means®tq pair off with' their re-
spective companions; but there was a
look’ passed between Eliza and Soghia,
before the former cantered off, which
,did not escape the observation of our
friends, who kept close together, and who,
now determihed to give the latter every
possible facility of executing her plan,
which it must be owned she pcrformed

, to admiragion ; — for, while they pre-
tended to be deeply engaged in diseuss. -
ing the merits of different soils for d’ﬁ'er-
ent grain, they kept her always in view;
she, however, found means to set her-
horse capermg, —lost her seat,—and fell,
~—giving a loud scream which reached
. the whole _party.  She ‘had dextemusly
contrived to take a very graceful’,
tude, and dlsp}ay a véry handsomeé
and fqat

Our heroes immediately dlsmounted,
Db
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and John Harding came up with Mr."
Fanshaw’s servant. . ¢

¢ Well,” said John, ¢ I never saw the
like of this. — Talk of a good horse-
woman, indeed! One could almost
believe it was done o’ purpose. — A
nice soft bit of the road too.” And
then, with perfect indifterence of the
lady, he went to the horse, which was
quietly grazing by the road side.

The group immediately gathered
round the fallen fair; and the two
friends were perfectly ridiculous in
»their officious attentions. — She fainted, ’
and appeared quite insensible : her hat
'fell off, and her ‘ringlets half-shaded
her face. Eliza busied herself with all
due agitation — called upon her *dear
sister” — rubbed her hands, and tried to
support her ; but being unequal ta do it,,
she " requested Mr. Fanshaw tp assist
he¥, - This was ‘too much: and to pre-
vent the laugh, which he could, not
suppreu, being observed, he employed
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* himself tn getting’ some water from the

ditch, (wltich was certainly not very

limpid,) in a large dock leaf, and he

brought it to Miss Ann, requesting her to

sprinkle the ¢ poor sufferer’s” face with

it. *Miss Dennison, who was not in the

secret, was really alarmed, and used the

water, dirty as it was, profusely. Sophy

‘could have half-killed her for very pas-,
sion, — and this emotion did not escape

our friends. Their mirth was now quite

nngovernable ; and although they tried

to hitle it in expressions of condolence

“and sympathy, yet a ha]f-smothere(.

laugh was very soon detected by Sophla,

whp, though engaged in acting her part

to perfection, bad still time to mark -
progress; and fearing to overdo it, she
thought proper to redover gradgally,
,and ‘in due time proposed mounting
again. ,

"To this, however, Mr. Fanshaw strongly

ubjectea declaring the animal was too
vicious for so * precious a burthen! »
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1

John Harding eagerly secorided this
opinion ; and added that ¢ there was a
cart, or something like it, coming.”
On turning to his companion, he said,
loud enough for all to hear him, ¢ if that
wop’t do, the Fly waggon, which comes
from London in six days, won’t be more
than a quarter of an hour before it
comes by.” .

This roused our heroiné, who, how-
ever, pretehded not to hear it. She
rose with assistance, —put up her tresses,
and arr;mged her hat, — declared she
awas not much hurt, but felt rather sick
.andfaint;

‘The carriage which John had per-
ceived now drove up, and a more gro-
tesque set-out never was seen. The
driver was an éld man, nearly seventy,
dressed in a full military uniform, .which.
appeared exactly copied from the signs
frequently seen 4t country alehouses of
the, King , of Prussia, dr the Duke of
Marlborough - one such we well remem-
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ér upon Heddington Hill, near Oxford :
andmmense cocked hat, twice the width
of the shoulders of the wearer, bound
with broad taraished gold lace ;- the coat
similarly ornamented, which appeared to
have- Igin at the bottom of the chest of
an old-clothes man for a century ; strifed
blue and -white thick silk stockings upon
his spindle shanks; laxge buckles, and
high shoes. + The carriage was worthy
the driver — built sixty years ago, and
then denominated a Whisky. It bore
evident mdtks of patching ; the harness
eked out with cord, and quite uncon-
scious of blacking. The steed was the’
besg of the appointiwent : it had been ar®
old charger, and from -good care and
slow driving, still retained traces of his
former beauty.

Calonel Desburgh stopped his ma-
chine,,whén he arrived 4t the spot where
30 many had alighted,.— he begged. to
knew it he ceuld be of any use. Mr.
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Trevillyan proposed for him to drive Miss.
Sophy home. Eliza would.not hear, of
it.  She was ¢ sure if Mr. Fanghaw
would walk his horse quietly by the side
of Sophy’s, the animals would go very
quietly together.”” But she had been too
buly to observe as much as her sister
had done — who, perplexed at the
merriment of the two gentlemen, and

" dreading detection, accepted the offered
place.

Into this extraordinary Whisky, then,
our hevoine was handed; and.as it
<slowly moved on, the party, with one

‘accord, burst into an ungovernable fit of
"laughter.

Eliza was quite astonished at the fail-
ure of so well laid a scheme. She heard
the laugh —indeed she joined in it, as

the Whlsky drove away. She proposed

riding home; but Mr. Fanshaw did not
offer to attend her. Itideed, there was
meore of mirth than anxiety in His cqun-
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*enance—-and her éxpressions of interest
for.Sophia, ‘only scemed to increase their
risibility,er & Ja ree de

* Colonel Desburgh was a man‘of great
humanity, and very gentlemanly man-
ners 2 hut one of the oddest of humen
creatures: he was very rich, and, to him.
self very parsimonious ; — for while ne
spent thousands in benevglent purposes,
it grieved him to the heart to part with
a shilling for himself. A man of strict
honour, according to the old acceptation
of the word; and ready to do ady one 2
- service, provided he may do it in his own
way —that is privately. — He was now *
engaged in an adveneure that suited his’
knight-errantry, —hewas the protector of
a beautiful young lady, — though it must
be confessed it was at prksent somewhat
,sullied by the ditch-water, which left evi-
dent marks*of its visit upon her face and
clothes, — lie triéd to sooth her —tbut
ove;come withsdisappointment and mor-
tification she burst into tears, — H& ‘was
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much distressed, and as he was going tc
Southampton for pleasurc, he determined
to take up his abode in the same house.
Their *entrance into the town was So
ludicrous that they attracted great ob-
scr‘vation, and poor Sophy, already st the
lowest ebb of despair, begged to alight
and be allowed to walk home —but her
. guardian was much too gallant to permlt
this — and thinking the mation might be
too rough for her, he walked his horse
very deliberately through the streets.
The Colonel attributed her increase of
.amtatxon to the effect of her accxdent,
“andr never’ supposed he could have the
“least share in' prdmoting it: and, he
treated her with the most indulgent
kindness
" Sophy, in het present humiliated state
of mind, felt, and was grateful to him.
for it, — she sat with him at the Bearding
Houise until the trampling of horses an-
nounced the return of the party, '—aand
then too conscions to dare meeting the
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‘héroes, she retired t'o her own apartment,
deprecating’ her folly, and mentally be-
stowing many obliging wishes on her
sister, who had suggested the ctpedient.
Perhaps, had she joined her at this junc-
ture, these kind wishes might have found
vent audibly. But Eliza, sure of the
ferment brewing in Sophy’s mind, and
knowmg her temper none,of the softest,
wisely forbore making any attempt at
consolation, but allowed Ann to go to
her alone; and as Sophia thought it
unnecessary , to make Ann acquainted
.thh the business, — she restrained her
reproaches, and made indisposition the
plea,for kecping her Yoom, — and to say
the truth, she did not escape some severe
bruises.

_Eliza was by no meahs withont, her
share of uneasiness, —Mt. Trevillyan had
preferred riding aloof' with Mr. Fanshaw,
to attending upon her ;* there appedred
bomathmg between them, \y}uch she
could not fathom, and she began to ‘wish



68 VYHE VETERAN; 0¥,

1
she had taken Sophy’s advice, and set
cured him at the beginning.* ‘

When they had returned home she
remained upon her horse, for him to hand
her off as usual, instead of which the
Ggntlemen gave their’s to their servants
and walked off arm in arm, as if there
were no others to attend to : — this quite
alarmed her,—and she determined to take
an opportunity of consulting her sister
Ann as soon as she returned from Sophia.

Poor Ann, who was by far the best of
the three, was quite dismayed ; —she had
observed the defalcation,-— but she trust-
ed"it was some foolish love-quarrel, —

“which as usual woutd end in the renewal
of love:—yet she could not help
blaming her sister for risking it.

Gireat then was her distress when she
found this defalcation was the result of a
consultation between the friends. She
thonght the sooner an explanation took
place the better, for ¥ might bg in
her power to do or say something which
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might remove any ill impressicn Le had
imbibed — and she determined imme-
diately to seek an interview with him.
‘At dinner he sat in his usual piace, and
though he talked to FEliza, yet he paid
her mo,more atfention than any one
else ; so at tea Aun took an opportunity
of requesting he would take a walk with
her, which he readily assented to, and
away they weat. She soon began by
speaking of the very forlorn situation
of herself' and sisters — left very early
ln life *with few friends to direct them,
_(;r even to interest themselves about
them, — they were to make their own
way,in the world, — that she, Leing the
eldest, felt not only for herself, but a
responsibility and deep anxiety for the
welfare of her sisters, —'that Elizahad
gver heen her particular charge, — her
ward, — and she felt she should not be
doing her duty by her, if she allowed’her
aﬁ'ectnons and hippiness to be trifled with.
That Mr. Trevillyan must be well “as-
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sured of the interest he had gained '
her heart, —she had herself dbserved the
growth of his influence over her guileless
mind, and should have retfioved her frot
his society, had she not observed, in
cqgmon with others who had seen‘them
together, such unequivocal instances of
attachment on his part, that she could
entertain no doubts of his intentions; —
that she had observed the sudden change
in his conduct which had surprised lher,
but that she relied upon his honour and
generosity to realise those expectations,
- his conduct had given rise to; —-that
_the" dreadful instance they had before
them, of a beautiftil girl sinking prema-
turely to the grave from a disappoint-
ment of this kmd made her shudder for
what might be ‘the fate of her beloved
sister, whose affections were as ‘warm,
and whose heart was as tender, as Miss
Mordant’s could'be. .
- Miss Deunison had expected an ixter-
ruption every moment from her com-
: 8
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pagnonde toyage,—she had made a pause
at the end of every sentence, hoping he
would reply, — but observing no wish of
the kind, — she’again asked him if young
women, left so unprotected as they were,
were praper objects to be trifled with ? -

There was a calmness in Mr. Trevil-
lyap’s manner of receiving this reproach
which did not yield her mueh confidence;
but when he begged Mr. Fanshaw might
be a witness to his answer, she said, with
some warinth, — ¢ With Mr. Fanshaw,
sir, I hiave npthing to do, — but he, as

~a¢l] as every man of honour, will feel for
us.”’

Ma. Trevillyan hasfened to the house,
disengaged his friend from Mrs. Lang-
ton, to whom he was talking, and drew
him to the spot where Miss Dennison
was waxtmg He told 'him mothing' of
what had passed but Mr. Fanshaw had
watched Miss Ann walking off with his
frienM, and having a shrewd suspiciop, of
the subject of their conversation, he
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longed for his share of the fun,—he now'
observed a sarcastic smile dn his cdun-
tenance, which we are sorry to say was
no stranger to it, and which raised ltis
curiosity.
<When they approached the lady Mr.
Trevillyan began, — ¢ Miss Dennison, I
have very patiently heard you to the end.
I beg your attention to Mr. Fanshaw,
who will be so good as té give you the
conversation I had the honour of being an
anwilling witness to last night, and which
1 recounted to him as soon gs possible.”
When she had heard half, she begged:
tobe excused the rest; but she was not
allowed to leave them before shc. was
made acquainted with the premeditated
fall from the horse, and so many corro-
borating circumstances crowded to her
mind, she had no doubt of its tnuth, —_
and being fully convinced that all hope
was now over of this connection, and
degply martified to havé so mugh ¢nore
known than was necessary of ‘their past
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atlventures; — she burst mto tears, and
earnestly requested the friends would
have the mercy not to divulge or expose
the thoughtless imprudence of her sisters.

She then went to them, and found them
upbraiding each other with great acri,
mony ; but the distress they observed in
her face, and the appalling news she had
to’communicate, soon made, them forget
their animosity o each other. _

Miss Dennison read them a severe lec-
ture on their conduct, and threatened to
leave them to the consequence of if; un-
Idss  they consented to quit- the board-
mg “house ; and as she had great firmness
of character, she had *bbtained a com-
mand over the younger ones, which they
seldom disputed, when they saw her de-
termined.

Late¥s it was, she went out to seek 2
lodging, and as the seaspn was “pretty far
advanced, she procired a small cottage
very cheap‘ and sthither they ;emoved
before breakfast next morning. Nor did

VOL. I E
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she forget to take Eliza to her own heil
that night, leaving Mr. Trevﬂlyan un-
disturbed.

_The party regretted the loss of the
young ladies, and many conjectures were
made; but as our gentlemen kept the se-
Giet very honourably, nothing certain
was known; and they, as well as most of
the inmates of the boarding house, cslled
upon them. .

Colonet Desburgh became a daily
visitor.

Our friends had now only one object
to attend to, and Mr. Fanshaw observing-
how much of his companion’s thougits
were directed thes ‘way, began to find his
time hang heavy on his hands.

Miss Mordant’s health improved daily,
— 3he was soon able to take short walks,
and ‘sometimes a driye with her mother
in Mr. Trevillyan’s cumcle, to the beau-
tiful points of view in the neighbourhood ;
—sometimes, when they kept thexr own
ptivate parlour, that gentleman was allow-
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&’ to bring books and read them aloud
to the ladies: these attentions began from
compassxon perhaps, but they soon be-
came delightful’accupations. Yet he ob-
served that all he did was looked upon as
things® of course: the mother took zff
equal share in them with the daughter ;
and, so little did they seek his society,
that they appeared to cbnsider it a
favour granted to him; hoyever, he
was content to visit them upon their
own terms: Mr. Fanshaw was .often
of these parties, and they made no sort
of difference between them.

Sir John Neerdowel had never had the
honouwr of an invitation; yet such was the
interest and sympathy Miss Mordant ex-
cited, that whenever lie had an oppertu-
nity he paid her the most respectful 2t-
tentions: these sometimes did not quite
please Mus. Langtqn, but just at that
time she b@d the discomfort of ﬁndmg
that Barpnet and Wealthy were by ue
means synonymous terms. Sir Johrivhad

X2
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let her just enough into his circumstances
to conwince her that any drafts upon that
firm would not be honoured.

There was little play going forward, and
she was living too fast for her income.
¥+ was true she was a femme couverte, and
therefore not liable for her debts; yet she
knew if she played that game in pne
place, the farae of it would travel as fast
as she could do : besides, if she irritated
Colonel Langton, she was aware he ¢ould
appropriate her dower; so she felt it neces-
sary to seek some other source of supply,
and she soon made up her mind what
that should be ; — she slighted the Baro-
net, and laid close siege to Mr. Fanshaw.
Her bait seemed to take, for having no-

_ thing to engage him at this period, he was
thankful for ‘the overture; but expe-
rienced and callous as he thought him-
self, he did ‘not-calcglate on the fascina-
tion in store for him.

«Nothing was now °so gay, as the
boarding house, and as Mrs. Langton

_had' made a numerous acquaintance in
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the town, pames of pleasure weére formed
for cach day, either by land or water.
Thesc were all conducted upon a scale of
expense, such as astonished the inhabit-
ants of the place. At last the lady pro-
posed’giving a ball, and asked M#. Fail-
shaw to join her in the expense. He
knew what she meant, and it was fortu-
nate for him that his incotne was large
enough to afford these follies ;,for had he
been ever so distressed, his momentary
intoxication was such, that he wonld not
have hesitated to assent.

- Invitations were sent out for miles
round, — and alth(mgb the character of
the lady was not quite immaculate, many
efforts were made to procure admission
to this gay party, by those whose rank.
and respectability ought "to have' Kept
shem away.

Ms, inﬁ Miss Mordanf declined ,at-
tending if, —but the Miss Dennisons
were ‘invited, and gladly accepted it. »o

At last the numbers were so great, that

YR .
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it was feared no room in the boarding
house would contain them, and the pub-
lic assembly-room was engaged. People
were sent for from town to decorate it ; —
artificial flowers in rich festoons, colour-
ed lamps, and all the ez ceferas ef u fairy
entertainment, and something more too.

It was thought that thosc who came
from far would have no objection to a
sandwich, and that a supper must be
provided.

When Mr. Trevillyan heard all this he
went to his friend, and toek the liberty
of remonstrating with him upon the folly
of it, and was vexed to find him too far
gone for his admonition to have any
weight. .

. The evening arrived, and every one
v_va'a enchanted at the splendour of the
scene. .

Mirs. Langton was most richly. and ele-
gantly dressed, and drew all the eyes to
herself, until the entratice of theahree
Graces, attired as nearly in character as
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hshwn warranted. They attracted gene-
tal admlratlon, and were certainly the
belles of the night, which Mrs. Langton
observing, she’ determined to decrease
their pleasure in the proportion that they
had dared to eclipse her. Mr. Fanshare
with great delicacy left her to the Ba-
topet, and went up to Sophia Dennison,
to engage her hand for the first two
dances ; she dssented, when Mrs. Lang-
ton flew across the room, leaving Sir
John behind, and in the most playful
manner saidy “ Come, come, Mr. Fan-
shaw, I am waiting for you to lead oﬁ'
the dance with me.”

oI beg your pardon,” said he, « 1
thought you were engaged, and I have

asked Miss Sophy. — Had I known the
honour was intended for me —" .

« No time for fine speeches now,” said
she, * Sophy will excuse you:” and pass-
ing ber band under bis arm, she almost
dragge;l.hlm away.

Foor Sophy felt the delicacy of the ¢ one,

.E 4% .
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and the jealousy of the other; and had
fortune destined her to him from this mo-
ment, she might have made a valuable
member of society. Alas! such was not
ta be.
e, In an evil hour Sir John Neerdowel,
provoked at being so cavalierly turned
adrift by her who had hitherto been so
devoted to hm, determined to revenge
himself upon her, by flirting with ano-
ther; he asked Sophy to dance, — he
exerted himself to please her, and was all
life and animation. . .
In a worse hour Eliza ran to her, dur-
ing a cessation of the figure, and whis-
pered in her ear, « My life for it; the
Baronet and Madam Langton have had
a blow-up;—make the best of your time,
and yeu may carry him off, and bave am-
ple revenge upon all. —1 hate thewoman
for her conduct to us this evening.”
Sophy had observed the coldness of
mapner between her pdrtner and éMrs.
Langten, and was not backward to pro-
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€itsby the .hint, — and they seemed mu-
toally delightted with each other, —he
never quitted her during the evening; —
and although she was asked to dance by
many officers, yét she preferred talking
to hig. He attended her at supper, and
even saw her home.

235
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CHAP. V.

« I have but lean luck in this match, !
Comedy qf Evrrors.

A mnn may weep upon his wedding day.
Henry VIIL.

L)

An Elopement and Marriage.

Anx and Eliza had enjoyed themselves
in spite of Mrs. Langton’s wishes, — in-
deed she had so much to do in attending
te her higher guests, that she took little
notice of them, *
The next morning Sir J ohn was the first
of the many who called at the cottage.
"Sophia made ‘an appointment to walk
with him, and invited him to take tea
there in the evening. oo
The next morning she rode one of his
horses, w1th no other, attenhant“ and
passed most of the evening in"walking
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«lone with him. This went on for a
week. Miss Dennison cautioned and re-
monstrated, and at last was exceedingly
incensed at hey impropriety.

The morning® following Sir John was
not sgen at the breakfast-table, and the
servants said he was gone, — had set off
in a post chaise the preceding night, —
and that his groom and horses had set
out at day-light.

Many were the conjectures, — many
looks of enquiry were passed between
the company ; — all had their -suspi-
«ions, but none seemed desirous to be
the first to vent them: they were g]l, -
however, eager for their neighbour to
begih. Mrs. Langton felt the most un-
easy ; for although she had slighted the
Baronet for the present, she had no sort
of wish to give him up entirely, for she
looked “upon him as a corps de reserve ;
and thodgh not rick himself, she thought
they might mutyally assist each other in
becoming so. At last she said, %I

E 6
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wonder if Sophy Dennison wag privy to,
his departure ‘

¢ No doubt she was,” said another

« I wonder-where she-is !> exclaimed
a third ; and by degrees they proceeded
to consider it an even chance if she
Were not with him. ,

Colonel Desburgh felt very uneasy, for
Sophia was a violent favoeurite of his ; and
he had an il opinion of Sir John, from
having witnessed some incorrectness of
conduct at the billiard table.

Miss Dennison happened to awake by
the first dawn of day; and' finding her-

self restless, she rose, and went into their
sitting room for.the third volume of
the last new novel. She was surprised
to see upon the table a sealed let-
ter addressed,to herself, in Sophia’s
hand-writing. She opened it in extreme
trepidation, and a foreboding of she
could not tell what. ~ It infortaed her
that Sir John Neerdowel had plzaded his
cause so successfully, that she had been
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Persuaded to acco;npany him to Bath,
where the ceremony would take place as
soon as possible, her dear Sir John
having very particular reasons, why he
did not wish it «celebrated at Southamp-
ton : —that her only reason for keeping
the affair fronf her sisters was, that thefe
appeared a fatality to attend upon any
scheme they had jointly taken in hand.
She hoped to see them soon at Bath ;
and having made so good a market for
herself, she would take care to settle
them. She added, that they were to
«direct to Latly Neerdowel, Sidney-place,
Bath. - .
A thunderbolt cou}d not have been.
mafe dreadful to Miss Depnison. She had
no doubt but that Sephy had deceived
herself : she was of age, and there could
be ne necessity for elgpementy if Sir John
* was dn hqQnourable man. She saw her
ruin and her own ;implication at, the
ame VIQW ; but, prempt in taking her
measures, and quick in executing them,
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she awoke Eliza — told her the distress
that had befallen thes, and that che
herself would set off instantly after them.
She gave her directions what answer she
should give to any visitdrs; and told her
she should either see or hear from her in
the course of the day. She then went to
the inn and took a chaise to Salisbury :
the roads were in fine order, and she
arrived there just as the fugitives were
sitting down to breakfast — not in the
least caring for, or expecting pursuit.

Miss Dennison soon saw there was
only one method to take. Instead,
therefore, of passionately upbraiding
them, she treated them with great
leniency ; but firmly insisted that they
should not stir from that place until they
were married ;, or, if that could not be
done so speedily, he should enter into a
bond to that effect: and that Sophia
sfxould return with hery until the Yicence
and other arrangements were made.

Sir Johm, who never gave himself the
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&rquble to, consider ‘what he was about,
solemnly protested he had never pro-
mised, or even thought of marrying ; —
that his clrcumstances were such, that it
would be mvol«vmg both of them in
inevitable ruin; — that it was a fralic
which suited their mutual inclinations®
but that now he saw the impropriety of
their conduct so forcibly, that he could
no longer be so selfish as to ask Sophy to
accompany him farther ; and that, if they
returned immediately, nobody would
guess any thing of the matter.
o+ Sophia’s istonishment and rage had
alone prevented her interrupting h:m, ‘
but when he had finishgd, she stormedand
ravéd like a perfect fury. She told him
of all his professions — all his declarations
of inviolable attachment; and ¢ could
any man of honour dare to make t¥ese
*protestatiogs to her with dlshonourable
views ?¥

« Mexe words of course, child,” said
the mdaunted Baronet.



88 THE VETERAN ; OR,

This increased her passion. . She swors
she’d sue him for half' his fertune : —» he
dared her. |

Miss Dennison, judging that all this
impeded rather than caccelerated any
adjustment of this bad business ; and
%knowing that it was necessary they should
make their appearance in Southampton
as soon as possible, in order to lull sus-
picion, at last, proposed that Sir John
should proceed alone to town — from
whence he should write to Mrs. Langton
and others, making his own excuses for
bhis sudden departure ; but that he should
know nothing of them.

" They parted with execrations on the
part of the lady, and apathy on that of
the gentleman — who, truth to say, had
neither heart nor feeling for any one, and
whio would sacrifice his best friend for
the gratification of the moment.

In the mean time Eliza, who had been
left at home to receive those - visitors
whom cuciosity might lead to the cot-
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tage, bappeped to have a levee that
morning. She welcomed them all with
such perfect composure and self-posses-
sion, that whert ghe said her sistérs were
bathing or walking, few doubted the
fact. * It is true, their visits were upe
usually long ; but still, though the ladies
were bathing or walking a long while,
yet it was thought impossible, that one
so young could so artfully evade the
questions which were put to her.

Sir John’s departure was spoken of.
She expressed no surprise or change of
countenance ; but said she had heard
him say he had Just received lettefs,
which would oblige him to go to town
immediately.

Colonel Desburgh was not the least
interested of her visitors." He had @o-
diced the ﬂlrtatlon between Sir John and
 his proegee, and heard the susplcwns
thrown out agamst her. He felt "ex-
treakly anxio®s, and had been the
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earliest guest at the cottage; but "hi;:
motives were not those of idle curiosity,
~ his heart was purely benevolent. —
These young ladies weré the daughters
of a soldier, and without protection, —
&nd as such he felt they had a claim upon
every honourable mind, and more parti-
cularly upon his — as an old veteran. _
He had passed some part of each day
at the cottage, and had always retired
with increased regard for them: but
this morning he had prolonged his stay
as long as decency would pormit, in the
hope of seeing the ladies return; then
went home, — looked over one newspaper
after another, till” he found he knev not
what he was reading ;— he walked about
the town, —went to the billiard table,
where he heard many incinuations, many
jokes respecting the Baronet and * a
lady.” This made him more ‘restless than
before — he took his hat and gold-headed
cane, and set off again : and greal was
his~ satisfaction at meeting Ann and
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Soph) sauhtering quietly along the town,
asil tired with a long walk.

'They had not had the most amicable
ride in the wordd. — Miss Dennison bit-
terly reproached her incorrigible. sister,
who, however, felt only for herself, and
her own disappointment of fortune, rank,
and title. They alighted before they
reached the town, and walked leisurely
iato it, exerting themselves to appear as
asual,

The Colonel was the leabt susplcwus
of all humag beings : — perfect in’recti-
“tude himself, he never suspected others
— and least of all did he expect dupli-
city4n the orphan daughters of a soldier.
— His countenance brightened at the
sight of them, and he mentally depre-
cated the malice and wickedness of jhe
age, Where people were ready to slander
so much innocence.. He walked to
the cottage with’them in great good
huntour,*and then went home to pub-
lish the account of their ,me'eting, ‘dnd>
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to quiet the ungenerous syrmises which
were afloat : but he had the mortification
of finding his report received with an in-
creduleus smile, or a very dubious assent :
this only served to raise his enthusiasm
Jnto a kind of knight-errantry. — He
visited the cottage in the evening, and
finding Miss Dennison at home and alone,
he candidly.told her that the impro-
priety of Sophy’s flirtation with Sir John
had laid her open to the scandal of the
place, — that he would not hurt her feel-
ings by the evil reports which were in
circulation ; but, as he himself was well
aware they were utterly groundless, he
came to say, that if Sophy chose to ac-
cept his name and protection, he was
willing to make her his wife. — At the
sange time he begged her to state, that at
his time of life his habits were formed,
and that if she accepted him, she must
coriform to them.

Nothing could possibly come taore
opportune. Miss Dennison heard him
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Wwith undxssembled complacency, and said
much more than was true of her sister’s
suavity of temper. Had she confined
herself to the real matter of fact, she had
better have been ilent in this particular,
for she knew Sophy was a perfect fury ;,
— however, she recommended her so
strongly to our old Veteran, that upon
his ‘departure he almost fancied himself
in love.

Miss Dennison 1mmed1ately went to
her sister, and with great glee acquainted
her with the Colonel’s offer: at first, -it
Was quite impossible 'to make her listen
to such a preposterous proposal, — she
declared, let the result be what it would,
she never would consent to it. — Miss:
Dennison, however, let her run on tilt
she had said all she chdse, and them
brought fotth such very powerful. argu-.
ments ; —shle represented her situation as
s critical, and sef the consequenced™of .
her donddct in o perilous and despe'rate
a light, that poor Sophy found this Was™
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no time to demur, and she gave her ire-
luctant consent with a despair almost
bordering upon phrenzy. ‘

When, however, she was left to her-
self for the night, she l;egan to consider
Jt by no means so bad a match as at first
she thought it.— The Colonel was known
to be extremely rich, and he would no
doubt be so fond and so proud of his
handsome young wife, as io indulge her
in every whim his fortune could gratify —-
and she determined these should not be
few. — Fine partics, fine dresses, fine
equipages, flitted before her imagina-
tion; and as, in the natural course of
events, he could ot live long, in a very
few years she would be left a rich widow.
Many were the visions of pleasure of our
poer Sophy, we shall see how they were
realised. C o

When the Colonel presented himself
themext morning, to receive the thank-
ful #equiescence which he had no dwubt

“ta8 awaiting him, his intended be-

10
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kayed more to his satis{action than he did

to Mers ; — she expected a fond old fool,

— but she found a rational old man, who

felt that he was conferring the obligation,

not receiving if. And in his subse-

quent, visits, there was much less of
indulgent benevolence than before his

proposal.

* Miss Dennison remarked this, but she
knew that he was right, and that severity
was the only method to take with Sophia.
— She was, however, astonished at the
docility of her sister, who was now-sg"
enchanted with the“airy castles she had
built upon the Colonel’s fortune, that
she was even fearful of roffending him. —
Ann thought this could not last long,
and dreading any delay, which might do
away what was so deaidedly advan-
tageotis, seconded his wish for an early
“union ; an:b as the elect made no sort of
oppositidn, the marriage was scttledwmio,
takegplace in the next month, andsthat
strict secrecy should be observéd. . °-
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But profound as they. supposed the,sc-
cret, our friend, John Harding, found
means, with the assistance of the cham-
ber-maid, to fathom -it.— Scraps -of
paper werc continually found in his
Joom, upon which were written items of
supposed expenses of house-keeping, &c.
&c., some of which he showed to his
master, and which were highly amusing.

One ran thus : —
" "
“ Wife’s dress, with e yearly present of
one of my poor mother's brocaded silk
b 5«%:8, - - - -
Her eating, 40 ; mine, 47, A -
Two servants, shan’t want ’em when we
“iravel, - - -
Lodgmg and attendan:s, ﬁre, &c. -1
Horse and gig, with taxes, - -
Travelling expenses with the above convey-

ance, - - - - - 2

330

385 33 &

o

Probable expenses of a nursery,—put down horse
aml gtg, and no travelling, — which will rave that.”

\Wth this and many similar ones, our
“neroes were much entertained ; — they
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Weig diverted, too with the look of busi-
ness and importance of our gallant lover,

The happy anticipations on both sides,
however, had nearly been frustrated by
Sophia asking one evening if he had
hespoken the carriage, — he thought she «
meant the post-chaise {rom the inn, and
answered it was ¢ time enough to do
that,” but when he learnt»that it was
of his own cartiage she spoke, he said
there were two seats in his vslmky, and
that he did not mean to keep any other;_
~ he said it teoin n.3 severe tone, whxm
made Miss Dennison tremble, — and she
observed “ that was quite enough :”—
but Sophy mentally determined that
when oncc the noose was fixed, she would"
teach him other things.

The _portentous day at’last arrived,
apd the indefatigable John Harding con-
trived to ,get notice, of it, and apprised
his master, who havmg prepared his
friend? Fanshaw, *they rose eatly, apd

VoL. I, . F
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took care to meet him full dressed walk-
ing to church. ‘

Miss Dennison had strongly recom-
mended a sedan chair on the occasidn,
but he wisely remembered that he was
-about a very expensive business,~— that
his expenditure would henceforth be
‘doubled, and his savings consequently
less; —and he recollected with great
complacency, that on ‘the preceding
evening, he had generously given Sophia’s
one_ thousand pounds, (which was all
that was remainipz. of the fifteen hun-
dred left by her father,) to her sis-
ters, while he had settled two thousand
pounds upon his wife, in lieu of it ; —that
this two thousand, together with his
savings from this time, were to be equally
divided between his younger children,
while his present fortune should devolve
entxre to his eldest son. .

With all these provident: ‘yalculauons
aoatmg in his brain, He conc}uﬂed upon
saying chair-hire ; and his felrgrey locks
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Ifaving been well powdered, and sur-
"mounted by his best triple cocked hat,
trimmed after the same fashion as his
travelling one —-his newest coaty orna.
mented en militaire with much gold lace;.
broad lece ruffles, and flapped waistcoat,
— his knees adorned with brilliant
buckles of great value, as were those .of
his ‘shoes, a splendid breast pin, and
many fine rings on his long shrivelled
fingers, see our bridegroom sélly forth
down the street to church.
Our friends agcosted him on his road;
i )
admired hLis dress, and asked as many
questions as they dared: but the Co-»
lonel yas not a man with’ whom any one
would choose to take a liberty.—~However
grotesque his appearance, however par-
simonious his habits,—his strict integrity,
which 'appe\red in the most trifling-
transactions, - his general information,
and his’ j “xitlemanly' manners, securéG>
him thé respect ofvall who knew him, —
Finding hxslo;:rand sugspected. he at °“g'e'
S D :
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acknowledged it, and even* asked y) the
gentlemen to accompany him to church.
‘And had it not been that they feared the
bride would " consider Sheir presence’an
“intrusion, if not an msult considering
all circumstances, they would gladly have
done so. But they drew from the
Colonel that thcy were to return from
the church to breakfast at the cottage,
and then set off for Bath.

The gentlemen returned home, — cal-
culated the time, — ordered their horses,
“and then rode out on thesSalisbury road,
leaving their servants behind. After they

* had goneabout fivemiles, they faced about,
and slowly returned homewards., They
were fearful they had missed the bridal
pair, when they were within two miles of
&ome witholit seeing them: but just then
~“Mr. Fanshaw perceived theavhigky drawn
_up by the side of the road, and an ostler
~attending it;—he quickly rode iip to him,
_and learnt that he had'orders% wait there
1;1!1 a chaise came up. Wy were the
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cbqectures of the friends, but they gness-
ed nothing like the truth, - so they de-
termined to keep out of : sight and watch.

“The ceremony took place, and the
breaktast went off well; and when Mrs, -
Desburgh took leave of her sisters, she ,
whispered, — ¢ It is but for life, thank
God.” — She then hastened into-the
chalse, and it drove off. -

Just before they came to the second
inile-stone, and within ken of our perdus
heroes, the carriage drove up to the
whisky, and ,the Colonel told his Wife ™

-
they were to proceed on their journey in
that ; — that he had indulged her with-a
chaige thus far, -because he feared she
might not like the crowd which her
getting into it from the church might
attract.

The br|d$ was thunderstruck,—she be-
gan with great indignation to declare, that
she wouldnot move from the seat™:
was #n, hf\d thorefore they may as well
pay for .gg;mg on, as standing there,

i F3
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The Colonel alighted, and -deaf to, ad
her arguments offered his hand to assist
her out, — She used threats, remon-
strances, atd’even tears ;—alas! to no pur-
pose, she had just sworn to obey, and soon

- found herself called upon to perform it.

With great dismay, and in violent ill-
humour, she z;1t last got out of the
chaise, and-was seated in the hated
whisky : — the Colonel paid the boy,
and dismissed him and the chaise, and
then mounted himself by the side of his

“dissatisfied rib.  _ .

The old charger had just got into his
#sual amble, when our triends met them:
— the bride hastily drew down her veil,
hoping, perhaps, to escape observation
~not so the Colonel, he had gained his
peint, and stown himself master; and
with self-approbation strongly marked
in his weather-beaten countengnce, he
“pped his charger, ‘and with great cor-
dmhty accepted their congratufatiots. —
"Possibly he would have been still more
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#lajed, had he known they had witnessed
lus triumph, — for nothugg' would have
given him more dlscomf"oi't, than to be
cllled or thought a doting old fool. -

When, however, they offered the usual,
compliments to the bride, she lost all,
command of herself, — she burst into a
passion of tears, and in an imperious
t:m.e, ordered her husband to ¢ drive
on. » »

Now, whether it was that he had been
long used to military discipline, and to
give rather thap reccive commands froém’
his subordinates, —or whether his recent
victory hardened him to try another, we
knoy not,—truth obliges us to state, he
turned a deat ear to the voice of his
charmer. Not only did he disregard the
imperative command, but’with most pso-
vokmg. indjfference, began to talk poli-
tics, anQ .asked the news of the morning
papers, .’

Sdphy was in agony, and no longer ablc
torestrain herself; her temper complete] ¥

’ F 4
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. got the beiger of her prudence ; and oilr
gentlemen wonld no doubt have im.
proved by,a matnmqmal squabble of no
very gentle kind, 1£ their compassion for
her had not, conquered their curiosity. —

+They took leave, after receiving-a very
warm invitation to renew their acquaint-
ance whenever they had the opportunity.
The happy pair then proceeded’ slowly
on_their road, amusing *thcmselves by
saying the softest, kindest things ima-
ginable, The bride lamented she had

“heeni such a fool as tglisten to the advice
of her sisters, and throw herself away.
“The Colonel was quite astonished at the
ill temper of his rib; but he regarded
her as a fine young colt, whom he must
break in, and doubted not his own skill
im thjs exeréise. He told her, very
coolly, that it was rather lat' to repent ;
but that he was very apprehgnsive he

»ﬂi’m thie worst of the bargain : ihm;zeveu',
:,mce she was his w1fe, he was d.eterﬁnned
“to let her know, that as long as she con.
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formed to "his will he wﬁufﬁ‘treat her"
well; but that he was. no%ﬁ ﬂbﬁng fool.
— While this fond dxalague Wa‘sjj.‘m’ssmg,
she was too much gtjcupled to observe
the attention they drew.

If the reader can picture to himself—
the gentleman, such as'we have endea-
vaured to pourtray him — his tall, lank
figure, sitting very upright in’his whisky,
driving without gloves, — for that would
bave been an ecxtravagance far on the
outside of his ideas; — his sparkling
ripgs, reflectifig.. the. mid-day sun:—
contrasted with an elegantly dressed,
handsome young woman of three-and-~
twenty, in bridal white,—a chip hat,.
with beaatiful feathers, and white gloves;
(for never had the whisky entered her
calculagion,) — he will nét wonden that
the inhabitgts of every cottage turned
out, withene accord, to look at them,

It hap,nened that when the chiaise™] !
which'took this hopeful couple two mileg ,
on the road returned to the inn at South-

FJ5 NN

.
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ampton, théte was a party just ordering
one in haste'; atwd as the horses had done
little work, the postillion was desired to
take up'this fare, and set off again towards
Salisbury. The fellow, who thought his
-self-appreciated merits had beer Very ill
requited by the bridegroom, resolved
to have some fun, if he could get no
money. He drove fast; and as the
Colonel’s charger partook of none of his
new wmistress’s impatience, he soon over-
took them. The lad slackened his horse
as he passed the whisky, Jotked back, and
gave them a broad grin — then whipped
“his horses, and went on again.

This action recalled the hero of our
present tale from an exordium he was
giving to his subdued help-mate. The
Blood which swelled his veins in stately
pride on his meagre hands, /1 rushed to
lns face, as he vowed he’d make ¢ that

‘ 1mpudent scoundrel know whqp he grin-

_ued at.” But this same grin had a far

 different effect upon his companion ; for,
. 1 3
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“wiiat was het consternatiom;- at recollect-
ing in him the 1dent1calpbst-boy who had
driven Sir John and herself some weeks
ago! She was assured, too, thdt the fel-
low remembered her. — Fear soon ac-
complished that which no efforts of hei
lord could produce. She became patient,
and even obliging ; excused the postil-
lion, and begged he would not condes-
cend to notice any thing, so much
beneath him. She even talked cour-
teously ; and, in the far greater evil she
Jdreaded, shé lost the irritation of seeing
herself followed into Salisbury by a race_‘
of ragged boys and girls, who were at-
tracted by the novelty of the sight. ‘
When, however, they entered the
town, and saw the streetg literally lined
with. people, a3 if waiting for some iln-
«common S’ectacle, she'was exceedingly
distressed. She eaeily giessed the trgth :
— the n\ahcxous post-boy had hastene
on, "and mdustnously awoke country
curiosity, by his description of the pair
r 6 CoN
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who were ‘approaching. v The news
spread like wild.fire, aud the ringers ran
to enquire if it was likely they would be
'paid for giving- them'a peal ; but learn-
ing how scantily the postillion had been
“remunerated, they forebore paying them
this compliment.

Colonel Desburgh had been used, from
his very singular appearance, to attractge.
neral obseryation ; and although the pre-
sent was rather more than usual, he paid

" no attention to'it, and perhaps was quite
“unconscious of it, . « " ;
. When they stopped before; the inn,
‘there was & regiment of waiters, ostlers,
and servants, waiting; and the chdise-
" driver (a provoking grin still upon his
face) half hid behind a group of others.
And at- the principal rooth, two or three
officers: were séen lounging it of each -
wmd,nw.
f‘Sophla s first impulse was to hasten in,
_and hide herself ; but prudence wlusper-
“ed her not to leave the Colonel in ‘such
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company —*or nothing had escaped her
eye. She sat patiently ‘While he slowly
alighted, then handed him the few things
they had in the whisky, and accepted his
hand to dismount. She stood with him,
arm i arm, while he gave directions to
the ostler, who pretended to be wiping
big greasy face, to hide his ill-concealed
laugh. They then went info the house ;
and as the days were now getting short,
and the clock striking four, the Colonel
said he should remain where he was till .
the next mdning, To this, however,
our heroine strongly objected ; but was
once more destined to feel that she was
only second in conmimand —- a mere
aid-de-camp.

It was not her cue to irritate him just
now ; and she tried to muse himy wftil”
.she had the satisfactionof seeing the
Southarspton postiilion: set off o, ] hxs
return heme. . w }

The Colonel seemed much pleased
with the alteration in his fair companioaq ;
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and laying it all to the account of his
disciyline and . generalship, he became
exceedingly placid and cheerful.

He had seen much of the world —

witnessed many of its dwersxtnes, — not,

windeed, in his own person, for ke had
been singularly fortunate ; but his bene-
volent heart felt for the distress of every
brother officer. He had great pleasure
in speaking of scenes that were past ; —
though, to his praise be it spoken, when-
ever he was the hero of his own tale, he
togaﬁy forgot many deeds of benevolence,
- many fine traits of character;.by which

"Others knew and remembered him,
Many officers’ widows had reason to bless
his disinterested kindness; for, much as
he loved money and its accumulation,
he=never hesitated giving up a just de~
mand of his own, if it mxhtatmd against -
those who needed it:—and even now,
@"was providing for many sonsf those
frxel)ds he had seen fall in battle.

A woman who had soul enough to
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enter into his character, would have
adored such a mgn, L

It will be recollected, that no sum was
dedicated to charity in the scale of ex-
penses with which we presented our
readers« — that was from a separate
stock. And it might well be said of him,
that his left hand knew not what" his
right hand gave : —as soon as it was
given it was forgotten - - blotted out of
his memory for ever. To counterbalance
so much excellence, he had eccentricities
swithout number, . :
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CHAP. VL.

- How much a man is a fool, when he dedicage» his be-

haviour to love !
Much Ado about Nothing.

Stole away.

Sornia would have passed a very com-
. fortable evening, if her mind had been
eagy ; but her dread of ekposure kept
her in constant alarm. She- fearfully
“fooked in every face, to find out if she
was knovn; and she had constant
amusement in this way, for every servant
in the house seemed to find some neces-
"ty of .entering their apzitment. How-
ever, all went.on well; and she congra-
tulated herself upon her escape, as she
(¥as mounting the whisky the following
_morning, when a womaxn' came out from
' the i inn, and with a courtsey and = sim-
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pbr, said, ¢ [. believe, ,ma am, you are
the lady —’

« What do you want?” said the Co-
lofel ; « I'm sure.] paid. you.” ,

« Stay, stay, thy good woman,” said
Sophy,s as she_hastily jumped down,
¢« and I’ll speak to you.”

When they were a little apart, I be-
lieve, ma’am,” again beganthe woman,
“ you are the lady that came here with
that handsome ngntleman some weeks
ago. To be sure, ma’am, there’s some
difference, —put that’s nothing. ——1I-
Yeg your :.pardon,' ma’am,” observing
Sophy’s impatience ; — ¢ that young.
Zent|eman left a ring here upon his basin
stand. — I thought, ma’am, he was going
o give you a ring; but then one can’t
tell thcsc things, Now, ma’am, I’ve kept,
this ring in my pocket; ever since ; for,
‘thinks 1 to ‘myself I shall surely sce this
couple together again, though the} atg
so cruelly parted now : — true hearts,
says I, are not so easily separated.” "=
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. ¢« My good woman,” said the agitatéd
Sophia, “¢ I kmow nothing at all of the
ring ; — there’s’ half-a-crown for you,”
and away she ran to the whisky, where
the Colonel was already seated, and im-

. patiently waiting for her.

The woman had got all she wanted ;
—she was in possession of a secret, and
she determined to make her advantage
of it. :

Sophy dreaded some other attack, and
felt greatly relieved as they left the town.

~ She made some excuse for.the woman to
the Colonel, and became very good-hu-

=moured. They rcached Bath without
accident, and took up their quarters at
the Fleece Inn.

The following morning they sallied

wfqrth in quest of lodgipgs, — and great
was the bride’s dismay when 'she found
that Westgate Buildings, or ‘that neigh-
Jroutnood, must be the scene of their con-
nublal felicity, — nothing could ‘be 1nore
yorrible. Te prevent this, she tried her
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nfost winning, entreaties ; — he gave her
the choice of that or King’s-mead Ter-
race, and this was all she could obtain.
—Of two such situations she chgse the
former ; — but again tried all her powers
of persuasion, all her arguments. She
should be cut off from every desirable
acquaintance ! — who would visit her in
such a place ? — and how could she give
out her cards2— ¢ Mrs, Desburgh at
home, Westgate Buildings :”” — the thing
was impossible.

Alas! thesq things. entered not into
tite Colongl’s plans.. An « At home”
was High*Dutch -to him; and he very..
coolly told his fair companion, ¢ That a
small circle of friends, who would come
in and talk over the politics of the day, —
play arubber of sixpenny.whist, — take a_,
bit of bread and cheese, and a little por-
ter, was wotkh all the ¢ At homes’ m the
uniferse.” )

« Bir,”*said his offended bride, with
great indignation, “ I know aothing “af*

~—
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-politics, — I hate sixpenny whist, and'T
never take cheese or porter.”

“ Never mind, my dear,” said her
unmoved spouse; * you may amuse your-
self with your needle the while ; — and
now I think of it, I want shirts;— eat
butter instead of cheese, — and take wa-
ter if you prefer it to porter.”

Was ever any thing so provoking! -
vet she had now (during three days of
her wedded life) had experience enough
to know that subnission was all she had
for it, — and they were finally settled in
Westgate Buildings, 'to the utter subvei-

=sion of all her high-flown schemes, —

And in this happy. temper and abode we
will leave them to the sympathy of her
sisters, who soon followed her, and took
Jjp their abode as near as fashion allowed
to her.

The sisters would have left bouthamp-

.,,on‘*nmmednately after the elopement, but
for the Colonel’s offer. « Yt
<« At that place things proceeded
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rearly in theysame track we left them.
— Miss Mordant gained daily upon the
affections of Mr. Trevillyan, — and he
détermined to comsult the inothgr upon
the subject ; for’though the young lady
appeared pleased with his attentions, yet
he observed her jus. as thankful to Mr.
Fanshaw, or to any one else, for any kind-
nesses she received ; — he was therefore
by no means cenfident of success,

Mrs. Mordant had marked'his grow-
ing partiality with great pleasure. Her
daughter hada very small inheritance,—
Wvas fatherless, — and it was of great im-
portance to settle her so respectably. —.
Mr. Trevillyan was a. gentleman of for.
tune, ~—— a man of sense aund literature,~—
and every way calculated to make her
daughter bhappy ; — yet she feared hes.
disappointment was too fresh in her mind
"to allow of her forming another attach-
ment. She neither hid her satisfa®tioc
of his offér, or ker fears of its reception
from him ; but finding him desirous of 5%
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immediate application, she went to hér
daughter, and by degrees imparted it to
her. — She soon, however, repented her
temerity : — the recollection of past hap-
piness, — of reasonable* anticipations, —
all, all, blighted in a single hour!—rushed
to her mind with such force, that her un-
happy daughter besought her to speak of
it no more,— and the miserable and' fe-
verish night she passed seconded her en-
treaties, :

Mrs. Mordant communicated all this
to Mr. Trevillyan, who, making allow-
ances for wounded affections, and pes-

=haps loving her the better for the obsts-
cle she started, and for the constancy of
affection she evinced, resolved to per-
severe.

ws Meanwhile' his friend Mr. Fanshaw
was devoting himself, with rather more
ardour than he thought necessary, to
«Mré. Langton; and as the Mordants
were to leave Southampton nékt veek,
‘o determined to return home the
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dby after thew departure, and, if possi-
ble, to take him with him; this,.however,
he found must be managed with delicacy :
he hinted his wish, but Mr. Fansbaw an.
swered he was éngaged to go to Bath.
It was mecessary, therefore, to take other
methods to detach him.

The eve of Mrs. Mordant’s departure
arrived. — Miss Mordant hadbecn some-
what reserved and distant to her admirer
since his declaration ; but thi§ day she
seemed to have no intention of shunning
him : he profiked of an opportunity, and
ifi the warmest terms of attachment urged
his suit. She listened to him with great
emotjon, and when he paused, she, with, -
out the slightest reserve, disclosed to him.
the sorrowful history of times past ; and
she did it with sych touching sensibility, -
that Tis, tears soon fell as fast as her own.
She was surprised at such unexpected
sympathy ; — it found a ready way to’her
heart, and was more grateful to her,
than all the protestations in the world. S
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It might almost be said of them, ¢« He
loved her for the sorrows she had passed,
and she liked him that he did pity them.”
She expressed her sense of his kindness
and attention, which she should never
forget ; — that when at home she should
frequently regret the loss of his society ;
— and that whenever he should visit the
metropolis; she should be unfeignedly
glad to see him as a friend ; but she as-
sured him, her affections had been too
strongly, and too deeply engaged, ever
to form another attachment, —but her
friendship would always be his.

* A lover, they say, hopes where all
others would despair; — and although
-he had not gained all he wished, yet
more had been accorded than he dared

=0 hope — permission, and, indeed, what
he construed into sn invitation. to visit
her in town.

v fhe parting on both sulen ‘was kind
,and affectionate; and when he had Watch-
% their carriage out of sight,. he set
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about stealing’ away his friend from the
enchantress. It was requisite to take
prompt measures :— he told Mr. Fanshaw
that he had just received a lettér upon
business of importance, on which he
much ‘wanted his advice; that some,
papers were necessary to the elucidation
of the affair, which no one but himself
could procure; and that he’wished he
would accompany him home for a few
days immediately : —and having gained
his promise, he resolved to give him no
time to retract’it : — he ordered his cur-
ricle,—gave John Harding private diréc-
tions to pay all scores, both on his own
and Mr. Fanshaw’s account, — to desire
his servant to follow, andtthen to let his "
friend know that he waitéd for him, ' -
 Mr. Fanshaws was surprised; he”
thought he could not be wanted il next
day ; and he said he must take le&ve, of
Mrs.”Langton. i
Thét lady, However, had béen Watd‘h,
ed to tbé milliner’s, and her visits ‘there
VOL. L. G
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were never of very short daration; therd-
fore no objection was made to his seek-
ing her where it was known she could
not bewfound; but as they had some
miles to travel, Mr. Trevillyan begged
e would not be long, .

It was not with great good-humout
that Mr. Fanshaw seated himself in the
curricle. He had left a message for Mrs.
Langton, saying, that ‘he should cer-
tainly return at the end of the week;
and he was amusing himself with the flat-
tering idea, of how deeplyeshe would 1e-
gret his absence.

* The ride was so extremely beautiful,
and the autumnal evening so brilliant,
that he soon regained his cheerfulness ;
and by the time he arrived at Eldrington
=Hall, he felt quite satisfied with hlmse]f
and his companion. :

It was too dark that night to see the
' bea,utles of the place, or of tl‘le adjacent

 Sgenery ; but the next day they rode
“Over it, and the host was quite delight-
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ed by the' admiration expressed by his
guest ; they called at several neigh-
bours, and passed the rest of it quietly at
home, looking over fine books an@ prints,
and some very valuable manuscripts, of
which hae had a great collection.

The next morning, however, Mr. Fan-

shaw began to think it was time to speak
of the « important business” they came
upon, and which his friend appeared
to have forgotten. ¢ I can’t help sus-
pecting,” said he, after breakfast, ¢ that
it was merely 4 hoax to bring me here
to admire your sweet place, — pray tell
me what was your motive ?”’
.« Simply,” replied’ Mr. Trevillyan,
¢« to detach you from the snares of that
enchantress, with whom you were play-
ing the —— fool, I was going to say.”

I thank you for your well-meant
intentions,” answered Mr. Fanshaw,
drily; # byg, in the first place, you judge
erroneously of mé, if you think I am tos
be takeyrin, even by Mrs, Langton 3 —

G 2
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and, in the next, you speak of her as she
does not deserve, — she is an amiable
and much injured woman; —she has
been placed in very trying circumstances,
and I believe, in her sitliation, few would
have acted so well : and as to any con-
nection between her and Sir John, which
we used to suspect, I am convinced
there was nothing in it more than a little
innocent flirtation.”

« Come, come, my friend,” said Mr.
Trevillyan, ¢ answer me one question,
were you not engaged to hccompany her
to Bath for the winter?”’

¢ Suppose I am,” returned Mr. Fan-
shaw, with some warmth, ¢ what «hen !
I can’t marry her, and can leave her
when I find her unworthy my attention.”

" «And can you think such a connec-
tion can add to your respectzbility or
her’s ? — Besides, this woman has no real
regard for you, or for any body else, and

ssherefore can take a deliberate aim at her
victims, and ——=" ' o



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 125

'« 1 am syrprised, sir, to hear you
speak thus of Mrs. Langton,” said Mr.
Fanshaw, indignantly ; « I thought you
were so engrossed, first by Miss,E. Den-
nison, and aftervards by Miss Mordant,
that yoy had no time so nicely to scan
the merits of another ; but possibly you
meant to try if a third —

é Fanshaw,” interrupted “Mr. Trevil-
lyan, ¢ you grow warm: however, if I
do not convince you of your efror, I am
content to bear your most injurious sus-
picions.” He then rang the bell, and
when John Harding appeared, he desired
him to bring the letter he found at South-
ampton. John’s countenance beamed
with pleasure as he delivered a dirtied
letter into his master’s hand : — he re-
tired, and Mr, Trevillyan then_ said,
i You have already remarked the fami-
lumty subsisting between John and me,
— he was my companion while a child,
and We have insensibly grown up on the
same perms ;. yet he never for a mo-

¢ 3
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ment forgets himself : — he'is always obe-
dient, always respectful ; and -I confess
that, on some occasiors, I have been in-
debted to his shrewdness, when my own
penetration was dormant. It was he that
discovered, (by what means I .did not
enquire,) that Sophia Dennison went ofi’
with Sir John Neerdowel, and that it was
owing to the self-possession and manage-
ment of her sister that she was brought
home, and paraded the streets of South-
ampton, soon enough to quash the sur-
mises which were afloat. it was to him
we owed that delicious matrimonial scene,
which 1 would not have lost for the uni-
verse ; — and now comes your obligation
to him : —he came to me a few nights
prior to our departure, full fraught with
“indignation, and told me he thought it
pity such a gentleman as you should
be duped by such a, creature (his own
expressions) ; but then, he said, she had
pp-doubt more art than'all her sex put
together. — He then told me of « regu-
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%ar schemé rlow on the carpet to pigeon
you, and Sir John was to be her accom-
plice, and to divide the spoils : — with
this he produced this letter, which he
tound and read. I rather suspect the
femmerde chambre found and read it first,
tor I fancy there is a strong flirtation in
that quarter. I confess my curiosity was
raised, and I was about to open the
paper 3 but a$ John knew and had in-
tormed me of its contents, I determined
you should read it before I did, se 1
begged him t8 keep it safely until I asked
him for it. I was then desirous of find-
ing you, but luckily you were out with
Mrse Langton, which gave me time to
consider and determine upon someex-
pedient of serving you. I bad Mis.
Langton watchad to the milliner’s, when
J laid hands upon yow.”

Some of' our reagders may supposg Mr.
Fanshaw $oo scrupulous a man of honour
to réad a lettet so found, particularly
when_jie knew himself' to be the subject

G 4
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of it ; —perhaps he ought’to have in-
closed it under a blank cover to Mrs.
Langton unread, — or possibly to Sir John
Neerdowel with a challenge. Mr. Fan-
shaw did neither of these. No; — he
opened the.letter, and if we darsd we
would say, he did it with as much impa-
tience as could be displayed by any
female of the three kingdoms. .Happily
we are not bound to vindicate the actions
of our acquaintance, but merely to re-
count incidents as they oecurred § there-
fore we say he opened' and read the
letter, which he found to be written by
Sir John Neerdowel, and.appeared to be in
answer to one received from Mrs. Lang-
ton. — Its contents were as follows :

- ¢ My dearest and most charming
friend, your kind letter was a solace to
my wounded spirit. —Had you byt trust-
ed me earlier with your views,-how many
sad hours would you have spared me.—
You accuse me of desertlon, ‘but you
wrong me, — It is true that the gay
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Nophia difl dccompany me to Salisbury,
yet upon my honour- the scheme was
solely and entirely her own,— I had little
hand and far less heart in it ; —that heart
was cruelly moftified by your sudden and
apparept dereliction, — and perhaps a
little revenge for your supposed unkind-
ness gave me more zest for the frolic.
Your letter, my own sweet Maria, has
fully and delightfully accounted for your
conduct. — I thank you warinly for the
interest you take in my finances, — they
are at present at a-very low ebb. —1I
*perfectly agree with you, that separately
we can do little, while if we coalesce
we gnay carry all before us, — Yet I fear
the person you allude to is too cautious
to answer our expectations. — I tried him
at play and at ,billiards, but could make
nothing of him: there was always that
cold-blooded companion of his in the
way ; — yet his fortune is very large, and
woith some trfal. Be it your first effort
to separate the friends, for of the Eldrmg-
G5
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ton hero there can be no hope ; — cold,
stiff, and unbending, he is just fitted for
that fragile piece of wax-work . he is
courting.— I was heartily sorry Eliza
lost her prey there.— ASs for what you
hint of a match between ‘Sophy and
old Desburgh, the idea is too amusing
to hear with composure ;—I have laughed
at it almost ever since your charming
letter arrived. I should like to be pre-
sent on the occasion. — But to return to
business : —let me hear soon that the
gentlemen are separated —* your pene-
tration and genius will dictate the means;
and let me know when you and
mean to be at Bath, — Our meeting of
course must be quite accidental, — but
remember I am not to be made jealous,
by your preferring him to me, — you are
much too beautiful, too entirely after
my own hcart, for me to bear with com-
placency your affection for apother. —
Adiea, my dearest Marit, may we soon
wmeet at Bath, and do not delay.it; —
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for however devoted your admirer may
be now, I know enough of his charac-
ter to be well aware that a slight lesson
of morality from pretty lips? everi per-
haps from those of Miss Mordant, might
draw him away. You will find no one
so constant as your faithful adorer,
. . J. NeerpOWEL.
¢ Once more write soon and mention
Sophy’s progress; if she really marries
the old One. I have not yet taken my
leave of her — I owe him a grudge for
being more quick-sighted than necessary,
when I was playing against Lord Edward,
—— What a happy thing Miss Dennison,
whs so much upon the alert in separating
us!—she would have been a dreadful clog.
Once more, adien.” .

M. Fanshaw read the letter twice or
thrice ere he could believe his own.senses;
he them looked for his friend, but found
himself alone. Mr. Trevillyan had de-
lice€y enough to leave him and his letter

¢ 6
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together, and certainly his passio‘ns were
in a sad ferment. -

After walking up and down the room
some thinufes — which is qften of great
use in allaying fermentations of this
kind, — he sought his host in the plant-
ations, and taking both his hands in his,
¢ My dear Tge’vi]lyan,” said bie, * what
anegregious fool must you think me.” —
He then expressed himself with mueh
thankfulness for his escape: —but he
amused himself by abesing his own cre-
dulity and blindness; - and it was not
«<asily that Mr. Trevillyan reconciled him
to himself. '

-Mr. Fanshaw gave him the letter “to
‘read, and he could not help laughing
“ at the figure he cut in it.

¢ 1 only wonder you did not show me
this before,” said the visiter.

¢« It was my first impulse,” returned
his friend, ¢ but I acted more wisely in

wighholding it. Had I shown it you,
you ,would instantly have taken %t to



MATRIMONTAL FELICITIES. 133

Mrs. Langton, and in a great passion up-
braided her with her treachery; —and
she would, for she has effrontery enough
for any thing, have made you. believe
that some one else was meant, — or that
it was highly. complimentary, —or that
you could not read.” )
. ¢ Hold, hold, dear Trgvillyan, Ido
confess I.have deserved your ridicule, but
pray temper it with mercy.”’

« You shall never, my dear friend,
hear of this subjett again from me, unless

.you renew the connection, then indeed

I will not spare you.” C-

« Never, never, believe me,” said Mr.-,
Fanshaw, ¢ shall you be put to that trial,
~— But my accounts afe not settled for
the Jast fortnight at the Boarding-house;,
and I rather think they are none of the
lightest order, if I may judge from what
1 have already paid lately; — I roust send
and settle them.”

« Do not trouble yourself about that,”’
apbwered Mr. Trevillyan, ¢ they are
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truly somewhat more than mine’; but 1
took the liberty of desiring John Harding
to settle them,- and all those put down to
the joiit actount of you and the lady, well
knowing that you must pay for all,
John has the accounts, which it’is+time
enough to look into ; — he is very trusty,
and I am sure will not mention the
business.”

« How well you have managed, .my
good friend, — how shall I ever repay
you ?”

« By keeping me company for a week
er two while I superintend some plant-
.ations’ and improvements I am about,
and I will then attend you to town ; for*I
tlo confess my thoughts have followed
Miss Mordant, and I cannot help flatter-
ing myself I may win her.”’* -

They were now joined by some visiters
who engaged them for she day; and in
hunting, shooting, and ‘paying ad re-
ceiving visits, our heroes continued to pass
a very pleasant fortnight : at the en¥ of
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“which, a$ they were sitting over their
wine one day, and talking over past
scenes, — Mr. Fanshaw said, ¢ If you
would not laugh at me, I do,confess I
should greatlytike tolearn how they were
going> on at Southampton, and if another
gudgeon has been found in my place.”

¢« I have as much curiosity as you on

the subject,” said Mr. Trevillyan, ¢ how -

can we contrive it ?”’

After a great deal of consultation, it
was determined to send John Harding on
a journey of -discovery ; —they called
*him in, — and having given him all neces-
sary directions, and' nany cautions, he
wag invested with the honour of the com-

mission, which was particularly agree- .

able to him, as it gave him an opportu-
rity of wooing,his fair femme de chambre.
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CHAP. VIL

We must be gentle now we are mtlemen.
Winter's TaIe

Scenes at Southampton. —A Lesson of -
Gentility.

Tue gentlemen could not possibly have
found a more discreet observer, or more "
active agent than John Harding; and he
was peculiarly well qualified for the un-
derteking, from the strong flirtation sub-
sisting between him and the housemaid,
— whom, however, he determined to
remove from the Boarding-house before
he left Soutbampton, and procure her a
more genteel place, until he could engage
his master so much in his interest as to
allow him to marry without vacatmg his
sntuatlon

“John was highly flattered by the com-
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Pliment of Being embodied, as it were
with his master and his friend ; and used
great address in making himself master of
the following scenes. :

Mrs. Langtof was greatly surpnsed on
her retprn from the milliner’s, to receive
‘the message of the fugitives. She thought
it appeared ominous; but as they men-
tioned only a few days of absence, she
determined to-amuse herself in the best,
way she. could. She had lost the Den-
nisons, (the Mordants and she were
never at all fntimate,) and in their place
“he found Mr. and Mrs. Barlow, their
son, and two daughters, who, with their
governess, had been making the tour of
the Isle of Wight.

Mr. Barlow had been an eminent
woollen-draper, in the city, — had been
the maker of his ewn business, and
thriven by his own industry. He was a
man of plam good sense, -aﬂ'ectmg no-
thing more than he was well entitled to,
und therefore much respected. He mar-
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ried the daughter of a ci-devant grocer,
who, when he left off trade, retired to
his country residence at Mile-End, She
had had, some pains bestowed on her
education; but the bat English and
coarse manners of those around her, were
not calculated to form a gentlewoman, —
and she was such only by the weight of
her purse. - ‘
. Mr. Barlow took care of the pemmy ;
and the poands accumulated so fast, that
he found himself soon possessed of great
wealth. His family grew up; and his
wife assured him, that it would be much
more .agreeable if he left off business:
and as he paid implicit obedience to/ber
opinions, at first from the heavy dower
she brought, and afterwards from habit,
he .sold his business for a considerable
sum, and commenced-gentleman. ,
The young ladies were finishing their
education under a pnvate governess —
who, to her shame, could:scarcely speak
good English herself ; and who, becausc
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“he dressed dmartly, had a great share of
pertness — which was mistaken for wit —
and bragged of a Parisian education, was
looked upon as very clever, and | perfectly
fitted for her employment, and for the
receipt of an enormous salary.-  She
had been in the samé capacity in the
house of a baronet ; but being found
wanting in many requisites, she was dis
charged.- Yet-the lady was not willing te
prevent. Miss Fenning’s - sutcess else-
where ; and happily for both, the very
superficial etquiries made by -Mrs. Bar-
Yow, when she waited upon Lady Burford
for that purpose, enabled her to give such
ansyers as appeared, very satisfactory
to her. t

Mrs. Barlow had determmed to take
Miss Fenning, ,from the instant that she
_entéred the splendid hause of the wealthy
Baronet — ¢ It was so'genteel a place to
have a gpverness from!”

The young tadies, though neither of
them handsome, were well-looking ; and
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had they been left to themselves, would
have been good-humoured, unaffected,
well-disposed girls. Asit was, however,
they copied Miss Fenning’s dress, bor-
rowed her wit, and fancied themselves
"the pink of politeness.

The son had been expenswely edu-
cated, and at this time was a member of
the Oxford university. . Every one knows
that a young collegian is the veriest pup-
py in nature; but to make young Barlow
superlatively so, he was entered gentle-
man commoner, and allowed to draw for
what money he chose to spend.

His dress was in the extreme of dan-
dyism. The collar of his shirt so stiff as
to alarm his ears, afid to render it neces-
sary that he should turn his whole body
when he answered a question. His hair
was literally like that of a person much
frightened — every hair stood out by
itself, fuite independent of its neighbour.
His stays were remarkakly tight; and
the pair of parallel whalebones might
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‘be easily ‘defected through the back of
his tight-buttonéd coat. Is it necessary
to say,that he gave the finishing, stroke
to his puppyism, by a due contempt for
his indulgent parents ? '

The, father, indeed, kept up some little
influence over him; but his mother’s
Julgarity- offended his delicate nerves.
He gave daily admonitipns to her and
his sisters, on the score of gentility.

They had been rambling about until
they were all pretty well tired of the
family groud, and longed for other so-
'ciety, — so they determined to go to the
Boarding-house for variety. Their car-
riage was extremely handsome, and
young Barlow’s phiieton exactly the
thing : — their equipage and ‘liveries
were very congpicuous.

Mm Langton, however little given to
court the favour of ther own sex, stu-
diously 31grat1ated herself with the fore-
horse of ‘this team’; ; ‘and so condescend-
ing jnd amiable did' she make herself,
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that Mrs. Barlow declared he was the
most beautiful and most elegant voman
she ever hiad been in company with, ex-
cept Lady Burford, — and we have no
reason to doubt her assertion. Having
secured her interest, she next paid her
devoirs to Mr. Barlow ; and- as the old
gentleman, as in duty bound, pinned his
opinion of =l people out of trade upon
his wife’s discernment, lw was an easy
conquest, °

Young Barlow held her up as a pattern
for his sisters — who, of' course, adopted
the general sentiments,

Miss Fenning was the last who yielded
to her influence. She did not in ker
heart,- (if she had one,) relish a superior
so near ; but there was no help for it —
so she made up in civility what she
wanted in sincerity.

Deeply engaged in winning the mo-
ney thése good people chose to stake,
and in laying schemes for the future
against the young bale of drugget,
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Mrs. Langton totally forgot Mr. Fan.
shaw ; or if she did remember him, per-
haps she rather feared than wished hiy
return,’

Miss Fennmgsoon fathomed the views
of Mr. Lacket, and strongly recommend.
ed the younggst Miss Barlow to his atten-
tion. Preliminaries were soon settled
Petween them ; and the gentleman com-’
menced a regular but private siege.

Miss Fenning herself tried her powers
of attraction upon a rich widower, who
had recently become sych. She listened
with wonderfyl sythpathy and patience
to the otten-repeated accounts of his
grief; and of, the merits of his dear de-
ceased wxfe, s—many more in number,
perhaps, than ever he gave her credit
tor during the many years tifey passed
together, She recommended such books
Yo him 3s she had heagd. well spoken of
by the literary charicters she had et at
Sir John*Burford’s table, .to which she
had been twice or thrice admitted. She



144 THE VETLRAN; OR,
>

flattered herself she was daily gaining
ground with her map of woe, when she
heard the provoking creature offer a seat
in his carriage to a gentleman for the
next morning, when heshould proceed
to Devonshire, and would take him as
far on that road as he chose.
. Cheated in this hope, she applied her-
self to the furtherance of the matri-
monial scheme between Mr. Lacket and
her pupil with great assiduity; yet so
well did she understand her profession,
that she never gave the Slightest hint
that she suspected an attachment between
the young people, — she only commend-
ed his manners and his person to, the
young lady. She had, she said, never
seen any man more to her taste : — how
well he danced ! — and he was so clever!
— he knew most of the modern lan-
guages. And she took care, but always
accidaentally, to leave them together.
Mrs. Barlow never les an opportunity
slip of letting all the company knoyv how
. 3



MATRIMONIA3 FELICITIES. 145

fntimately- Miss Fenning was acquainted
with persons of quality, of whom that
lady talked with great familiarity. Two
or three times in the course of jthe day
she would apply to her, ¢« My dear Miss
Fenning, what was the name of that
countess who admired my "carriage so
much to you the other day ? — dear me !,
I'shall forget my own name sdon !”” Or,
 What was the dress your- friend Lady
Blossom wore to go to the courtin? I
remember you mentioned her #rare as
very fine:—*s0 kind to send for you
te see her before she went! But in-
deed real gentlefolks are always most
obligjng.”

Sometimes .she woukl commit egre-
gious blunders. She :once asked out
aloud, ¢ Is not, Sir Jehn Burford, the
Barohet at whose hous¢ you were stay-
ing, the son of the lhke ‘of Dagger-
field

Miss Fenning,® who had mbended rall
this brag for Mrs. Barlow’s private- ear,

VOL, I H
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knowing that she would glibly swallow it
when tinctured with.a little flattery upon
her own equipage and appearance, was
not quite sure of avoiding detection in
a public company. She‘therefore suited
her answers to circumstances. .
* The whole party appeaved so pleased
.and so happy with each other, that they
mutually regretted they had not met
earlier. 'They therefore remained sta-
tionary longer than they intended ; and
the lateness of the season afforded them
many birds of passage ffom the Isle of
Wight, — for many chose to stay some
days at Southampten before they went
into winter quarters, thinking, perhaps,
that every day so spent was stolen from
the insipidity of home at this dull season.
Amongst others of this description who
crowded to the Boarding-house,, was. Mr.,
and, Mrs. Watson.  He was. a hatter at
Birmingtiam, who laboured hard when he
left home, and where he was.unknown,
to sink the tradeand the shop invthe man
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of fashion. His -attempts at the elegant
and agreesble were truly ludicrous ; and
he made a point of exerting them, and
trying to fasten himself upon the richest
or highest people he could meet with : —
and thdugh he sometimes met severe and
affronting returns for his officious- assi-
dpities, nothing could cure him of the-
propensity.

He married a’young lady of good con-
nections, for them and her beauty. She
had been 2 Spoﬂt child till she was twelve
years of age, when she was left an orphan
without brother or sister ; ; and as none
of her friends cared to trouble themselves
withean ill brought-up, ‘ portionless beat.
ty, she was placed under. the care of &
maiden lady, who left her pretty much to
the bent of her own indlinations,

. Mr. Watson often visited at this lady’s
house ; and as he wa# making meney
fast, he thought he wouldindulge bimself
with a wife, — and ' that Miss Green

S H2 .
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would help him to spend it gen'tee]ly, and
look well at the head of his table.

* It may readily be supposed, the-young
lady sconnections were by no, means sorry
to dispose of their incumbrance so ad-
vantageously, and rid themselves of the
responsibility attending it. “When, there-
fore, Mr. Watson did himself the honour
of applying to them, (and he took the
opportunity of waiting upon them all
separately for their sanction,) they re-
ceived him so courteously, and appeared
so well pleased with his proposal, that he
flattered himself he was to be upon terms
of equality with them for the rest of his
life, — and his self-importance rose inany
degrees. Indeed, these visits seemed to
have formed an epoch in his manners,
and he determined to be completely the
gentleman for the future.

Impatient for“thc commencement of
the reign of gentility, and rally liking
the young lady, be 1mportuned $0 eal.
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hestly for-an early day for his happiness,
that she could not, without cruelty, delay
it. Of this she was not guilty ; and the
inarriage was celebrated soon afterwards.
But, alas! I seon found that his Beloved
showed her gentility in a very different
way to thatehe had anticipated.  She
never let an opportunity pass, and, truth
fo*say, he was not slow in affording
them, of expesing his vulgarity; and
things, which by great good chanee
might have passed unnoticed, were con-
stantly exposed to observation by her.

* Mr. Watson, who had been industriously
taking a survey of the coach-houses and
stables, and who had been dazzled by the
dashing liveries and superb carriages of
the Barlows, wisely determined to attach
himself to that party. .

When the company were all sitting
down to dinner, the day after thejr ar-
rival, and the first of his partaking, he
observed* Mrs. and Miss Barlow sitting
togethe, He left his wife to manage

. H 3
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for herself, and skipping round to the
ather side, where the ladies were already
seated, near the head of the table, ex-
claimed, ¢ Really, ladies, it is so terribly
John Bullish for two of tle ¥x to sit to-
gether, that upon my honour I cannot
allow it.” -

. The ladies stared, but did not move;
—but our undaunted hero desired a
waiter to bring him a chair ; — the man
answered very respectfully that the ¢ rules
of the house were, that the company teok
their places by seniority, according to the
length of their stay, and that the last
comers sat at the bottom.”

.« O barbarous I’ cried he, « we'll
teach the rules better manners ;’ — with
this he dexterously squeezed himself in,
and contrived to squat,down upon part
of each lady’s chair.

Now Mrs. Barlow, being a comel y
dame, thought she was fully gntitled to
a chair to herself ; but {inding Mr. Wat-
son was not to be ousted, she . desired
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her servarit to proc:u-e a seat; — and ag
our hero paid her many compliments and
attentipns, she willingly accepted his ho-
mage as a tribute to her consequence ;—
and this adds #other instance to the nu-
merou ones already known, that impu.
dence is fréquently, if not generally,
more successful than merit,

His wife, nettled to find “herself de-
serted, and plated near some old gentle-
women, whom she therefore set - down in
her mind by the respectful epithets of
“ old cats,” darted a look of no great
Complacency on her lord ; — * Well, Mr.
Watson,”” said she, “ I hope you are
comiortable ; I am surprised at the lady -
allowing you to make such a disturbanee ;
—but I’m sure I don’t care for being
left, I dare say I shall “do very well by
myself.’

During the cougse of the dinngr, -ob-
serving that Mrs. Barlow had eaten all
the jelly that sh® had on her plate, and
1ear1ng that some one else would lay

i 4
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hands on what remained in the dish, un-
less immediately appropriated, —he with
great coolness took the spoon with which
he had kimself been eating, and, with-
out asking if she wished' more, loaded
her plate with nearly the wholé that
was left. — Now it happened there had
enly been a small supply of this delicacy
at table, and many blank looks were cast
upon our hero, - for giving’it away whole-
sale; but when Mrs. Barlow sent the jelly
away untouched, declaring she should not
eat it, some murmurings were heard.

¢ Well, Mr. Watson,” again exclaimed
his wife, ¢ what was the use of throw-
ing away all that jelly: this lady,” turn-
ing to her neighbour, whom, perhaps,
she never would otherwise have noticed,
« had sent her plate for some, and we
have had none at this end of th= table,
because you chose to. waste it.”

“ My life,” answered herchusband,
“ the jelly is untouched ; '— here, you
sir,”’ addressing himself to Mrs. Barlow’s
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*man, who stood alv‘ays behind her chair,
“ be so good to carry your mistress’s
plate, which you took away just now, to
“that lady at the bottom of the table.”” -
The man srgiled, but did notstir, and
the smile soon became general, and
many persons, perhaps, forgot the loss
their palates sustained, in the more sa-
“isfactory pleasure of confrasting the
correctness of their own manners with
the vulgarity of those of Mr.' Watson.
In the evening he edged himself in
bYetween Mrs. Barlow and Mrs. Langton,
*at the Joo-table ; and as the former was
the sole directress here, and indeed she
might be called the queen bee of this
hive, the stake was mueh higher than
ever our hero had - played before; but,
who would not risk. something for the
benefit of such good company? For-
tune favoured him,—he won rather than
lost, which increased his alreads' abun-
dant sHare of eonfidence.
The next day at dinner he resumed
* H o
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his. former seat; Si&',” said Mrs. Bar-'
low, « I declare you putme in mind of
a nephy of ours.”

« Indeed, ma’am,” said he, qmte de-
lighted, * how have I that felicity ?”

“ Why sir, Ned Barlow is a most e-
emporary young man, I never saw the
li!lxe of him; if he hias a mind to do
. such or such a thing, or to get something
as seems quite out of the reach of other
people, he makes -no more ado, — but
he asks for this, and takes that; while
people as it belongs to, stands by and’
states all the time, a wondering what'
" he’ll do next. Why sir, he was left with
nothing but his genius, to provide for
. himself and his mother, and they’ve got
. on wonderfully, and I should not wonder
to see him Lord Mayor of London.”

So equivocal did our hero feel this
compliment, that he did not choose to
apply 1t to himself: —so in order to di-
vert his embarrassment, ke applied him.
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self to help a threen of . soup, which
stood near him.
. Wishing to do all things in the most
superlatively genteel manner, and-observ-
ing some dusteon the uppermost plate;- it
was gatural to suppose he would have
taken his napkin to wipe it, — or the table-
. cloth, if he had no napkin, or have sent
Tt away entirely : — Mr. Whtson’s expe-
dient was worth all these put together —
He drew out his pocket handkerchief,
and very industriously dusted it inside
‘and out. Unfortunate wight! why did
*he marry such a watchful lynx-eyed dam-
sel? *Tis true she was talking at the time:
—it is true she was telling a lady that
she was connected with the fa- .
mily, — but nothing escaped her; —.
she broke off jn the midst of bragging
of* hgr descént, and exclaimed loud
enough to be heard a mile off, « Good
God, Ms. Watson’ what are you about?”
Every eye was instantly directed to
her husband, as the miserable handker-
H 6
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chiet' was taking the-farewell turn round
the plate.

'The poor man looked amazed ; — but,
supposing he was called to account.for
the extravagance of soiling a pocket-
handkerchief, — for she was a very great
economist, — answered, after-having put
the finishing stroke by blowing off any
rémaining dust, — ¢« O, nothing, my'
life! == don’t be afraid, it-is not a clean
one;”’ and ne held the luckless handker-
chief up to view, as a corroboration of
the assertion, v

The roar of laughter which followed. "
and which defied all controul, and in
which even the servants joined, some-
what disconcerted the officious, though
perfectly unconscious hero. He. looked
round to see what was the cause of it,
and this look of enquiry dnly added‘to
the diversion of the company.

It was some minutes before the dinner
was thought of, or attended to.

The unfortunate plate, then filled with
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.soup, was'handed tbund and rejected by
all; but few had the delicacy to refuse
_the others.

Mrs. Langton had observed, however,
how freely he played loo, and she did
not mean to let him off a second time,
as she had done the preceding evening ;°
so she addressed herself to him, with ap-
“parent good-nature and politéness, which
gave the cue to the rest of the company,
who, one and all, admired ahd imitated
her great good-breeding. .

Mr. Watsén, who even now was to-
*tally unconscious of the solecism he had
committed, soon recovered his usual ef-
froptery, and all seemed going on well ;
— but, poor man! his blunders and his
troubles were far from ended.

Dinner passed, and the wine was put
updn the tablé, — and:he, wishing by his
assiduity to do away any thing which
might have been wrong, determined to
be before-handswith another gentleman,
whomehe saw ready to help Mrs. Barlow.

N 14
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He poured from his ‘own decanter so co-
pious a libation into her glass, that it in-
stantly overflowed, and ran in as rich
streams as ever Anacreon contemplated,
over the new dove-coloured satin of his
neighbour; and what that escaped; found
a ready way through the joinings of the
table, to his own new white trowsers and
stockings. .

« Lord, sir,” exclaimed the discom-
posed angry lady, as she hastily rose,
« did ever any one see the like of
that? here’s my new dbess as cost
me twelve pounds, quite spoilt, I de-
clare, with your nasty port wine; but
this comes of sitting by them as den’t
know how to- behave ; — not that I care
tor the cost of it, but then ’tis so pro-
voking ! — I wonder, sir, as you should
intrude yourself into company yoy’ve’ no
business to. I might have weared this
gown a month before you came, without
no accident at all. We was all véry com-
fortable till you came, .and knew how to
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tonduct ourselves.d I can tell you, I
shant sit by you no more.”

Dreadfully mortified in the very quar-
ter where he had flattered himself he
should establigh himself as an’ intimate
acquaintance, both here and elsewhere,
our discomferted hero made every pos-
sible concession to the irritated lady, and
hastily quitted the room to schange his
disordered dress. — And the lady recol-
lecting that she should have areprimand
from her son, for so far forgetting herself
as to be in a passion on a circumstance
which she knew was not warranted by
the code of fashion he studied, and ap-
peaged by the profound. humility of Mr.
Watson’s concessions, gradually wiped
her dress as well as she could, and forgot
her displeasure in laughing over the
blunders and officiousness of her ci-devant

* ajtendant.

Our hero found himself more® com-

pletely drenched than he expected, nor
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was he quite comforlable al the evident
ridicule he had drawn upon himself. He
was soon joined by his amiable wife, who
did not find much consolation for hei
distress, ‘in the conversa%ion which suc-
ceeded the mortifying scene. Far from
soothing his vexation, she ypbraided him
in the most violent terms for his vulgarity,
*declared that she was in constant
dread, for that she never went into com-
pany with him without suffering some
mortification from his folly ; and crowned
the whole exordium by saying she was
ashamed of him whefever they went.
He patiently listened to her ill temper
and abuse, as long as-a very good-natured
man could do; but thoroughly irritated
at last, and finding the storm increase
rather than diminish by his gentleness,
he replied with some warmth, ¢ Well,
madam, since you receive so many mor-’
. tifications through me when we are in
company, please to pagk up your rags,
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‘and we'll' go homé immediately : — D'l
take care you shall not have an oppor-
Jtunity, of being ashamed soon again.”
This alternative, however, had by no
means enteredvinto her calculation, and
it had, an instantaneous effect in calming
her irritation. — She had promised her-
_self a great many dances ; — for they ge
nerally danced every night,”and it was
her favouriter amusement, — and her
beauty gained her many fine cdmpliments,
which she was by no means willing so
soon to forebo. She therefore immedi-
*ately changed heér tone ; declared she did
not wish to offend him, — spoke without
thinking in the heat of the moment, —
hoped he’d never think of leaving South.-
ampton upon so trifting an occasion,— he _
may be assured the company had already
~ fotgogten the whole affair,—indeed it was
not worth remembering, a mere inad-
vertency,—* so dear,” said she, < 1 hope
you wdén’t go away. Mrs. Langton will
be wanting you at the loo-table, and you
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know how much attention she always
pays you, — it would not be genteel to
leave her so very abruptly.” ‘

All this was taking him on his weak
side, but in the present ingtance she was
doomed to fail. — Mr. Watson, altkough
plentifully stocked with efRrontery and
agsurance, found himself the object of
so much mirth, even to the servants,
that he had no inclination to present
himself again to the company : — yet as
he did not choose to acknowledge this
to his dulcet wife to he thé motive for
his departure, he was glad she had fur-'
nished him with another. -

‘When the card-table was placed for
the loo party, and the dancing about to
commence, Mrs. Langton sent her com-
pliments and hoped for the honour of
seeing Mr. and Mrs. Watson, for whom

“they waited, and she was vexed to hear
that théy had set off half an hour, before :
—however, they left their chdracters

ind them, which served for delicious

Lpicking to the party for many days.
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*  All thistime, M. Langton was making
rapid strides«in the favour of the Bar-
lows. The young man fancied higself
desperately in love, and she did net by
any means try to persuade hifn that. he
was mistaken. — She was only two years
his senior, and if dissipation should, by
good fortune, rid her of her second hus-
“band, nobody knew what might happen ;
she therefore resolved to secure her in-
fluence, and add another string to her
bow ; — and strongly suspecting the
game which was playing between Miss
*Julia Barlow and "Mr. Lacket, -she dropt
a gentle hint to her mother, which was
deemed so friendly, that no words were
strong enough to express the obligation
for such kind interest. ' '
The yousng lady was interrogated on’
the subject, — but she: had now made a
confidante of Miss Fenning, —and she
was too able an Instructress to alow her
pupil to be easily detected ; so she denied
it, and Mr. Lacket left the house the next
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day. And as the party had now ex-
plored all the beauties of' the neighbour-
-hood, Mrs. Langton proposed their ad-
journing to Bath for a fortnight; — to’
this the Barlows agreed, on condition
that Mrs. Langton should go on with
them to Highgate, where they had a
splendid house, instead of passing her
wiater at Bath. Nothing could be moie’
in unison with that lady’s wish ; however,
she wisely determined not to make her-
self too cheap,—she said she would con-
sider of it, she had some friends coming
from Ireland, on purpuse to meet her at
Bath, and she feared she should greatly
offend them. — We strongly suspect these
friends had sprung up quicker than
‘mushrooms, and were born, bred, and
‘matured by the convenience of the
moment. -
After a great deal of entreaty, she
suffered.herself to be persuaded, and de-
clared that she felt herself so. attached
to Mrs. Barlow and her very charming
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?'amily, that she culd no longer resist
their kind importunities. And all things
being (adjusted, she found herself very
comfortably placed in young Barlow’s
phaeton, (which she said she always pre-
ferred,to a close carriage,) upon’ the
road to Bath, which they reached in
safety, and where we must leave them
for the present.
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CHAP. VI,

How far that candle throvn his bea;ns,
,, Boshines a good deed in 2 naughty world.
Merehant of Venice,

Philanthropy,

Mazs. Morpant was pleased to. see her
son, who gave them the meetmg at Can-
terbury, and they arrived without ad-
venture in Sloane-street. Young Mor-
dant was charmed to see his sister so
much recovered, — for they were a most
attached family. :

His mother had been.twice married,
and had originally her own three thou-
sand pounds settled upon herself. Upon
the death of her first husbund, she
found herself possessed ‘of this, and an
annuity of seven hundred pourids per
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%nnum ; and as she had no children by
him, this seven hundred pounds per an-
num was settled upon a nephew when
she died. A .

Her second, husband, Mr. Mordant,
was a, merchant in great business ; and
for some years after her marriage they
lived in great splendour. But the nu.
nérous failures which happéned to his
constituents, had so injured. his finances
and depressed his spirits, that constant
anxiety brought on a liver complaint, -
of which he died two years afterwards,
deaving only one son and one daughter,
the former twenty, the Qatter only sixteen
yeays of age.

Charles Mordant had been brought up
i the counting-house of his father. He
had seen it in all its praspenty. and mark-
ed the deference and mspect Pald to the
*firm. He had watclml it oo in its ad-
versity ; gnd felt that he had some’ cause
for indignation.. But it gave. him a les-
son of steadiness and foremght which was
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of great .use to him af*erwards. — During
his father’s lingering indisposition, he,
with the .confidential clerk, transacted
most of the business, consultirig him
upen all ‘occasions ; = and by his punc-
tuality and great good conduct, he had
the - happiness of finding -the business
commg round again,

" Mrs. Mordant had changed her scale
of expenditure, from the first moment that
she heard of a reverse in mercantile con-
cerng.’ She cheerfully lajd down her
carriage ; and her jointuie, from this
time, covered all thé family expenses.
And such was the economy of her ma-
nagement, that she contrived to spare
enough to engage the best masters for
her lovely daughter,

. ~'Upon the death of Mr. Mordant there
was, after paying all the debts, an over-
plus of three thousand pounds; and as
he hdd always borné an excellent cha-
mcter, “his.son found powerful friends to
agaitt him. The foremost of these was 3
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#1r. Fortescue, who jhad alwaysbeen upon”
habits of intimacy with the: ’fnmﬂy, and”
had deeply interested, hﬁ:ﬁﬂlf dfi, their
concerns ; and who, ia the most’ hand--F
some and liberal terms,. conpetrted ta.; iy
union between. *his eldest son, the daxlmg‘v
of his* age, ,and Llara Mord.ant. - He
had watched the progl:ess of: thimfattach-
sncnt ; and altbough his:son. mght. have'
looked for,more wealth, - hé was entirgly’
satisfied thh her we:ght of exce,&ggce
instead of gold.. . haE
The death 'of: that valued son had
aearly overwhelmed, him in, grief; ; and
it was only owing to thet unwearied atten-
tion of Miss Mordant that ‘he had survived
the “sad shock. —-Th.xii. youig lady and
her mother had gone & the coast, in the
fond expectation: of r&etmc, Henry on
his landing. . .
* On the first news éf' the melancholy(
cataqtrophe, they,® with the. scepticism
natural {6 sudden and dreadiul ‘miafor-
tunes, hastened back to. town, in liopes
VOL. I 1



170 THE VETERAN ; OR),

M. Fortescue might. have some comfori
to ‘afford :them. — Alas! the loss of the
ship was confirmed ; and not the slight-
est hope afforded of the possibility of
escape of any of her crew.

From this moment, the amiable Clara
‘devoted herself to the ol man. She
soothed and comforted him; and read
to him, sefecting those parts of Scripture
which-areso admirably calculated tosooth
the, wourtded spirit ; — and yet she did
not let it appear that she studied to find
them. .

In performing these duties, she no
doubt received consolation herself from
the same divine source. ~Her mother
and her friends were astonished at the
fortitude she displayed : — some, indeed,
thought it approached to apathy ; but
they little knew Clara who judged her
thus, —and they had too soon reason
to change their opinion. -

" Mr. Fortescue recovared ; iut as he
“Yecovered, she declined. Thei‘e was no
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Ionger any cause for exertion — any sti-
mulus ; and she felt now for'herﬁélf. :

Her mother became alarmed ; and the
increasing fever, and strong consutptive
symptoms obseryed by the physician, de-’
termined her to take her immediatelyto
Bristol : but: Miss Mordant preferred
Southampton, and the physician assented,
Z-more, perhaps, to please his patient,
than for any benefit he expected at either
place.  And Mr. Fortescue had the mi.
sery of apprehending he should’be de-
prived also of*his ¢ angel daughter,” as
It used to call her. His pleasure, then,
at hearing of her amended health, and
agaig secing her with returning good
looks, was exceedingly great; and her
mother was delighted to observe her take
again to her music, and to those accom-
plislrmepts she excelled‘in, — but which,
Yor some time, had lost their power of
amusing ljer. Nor did'she object fo en.
ter again‘into these little musical parties,

. 12 :
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where. her . performgnce had yielded o
much delight to her friends.

When the family were alone, Mis.
Mordant took every opportunity of
speaking of Mr. Trevﬂlyan and enter-
tained her son with an account of their
visit to Southampton. Both the Iadies ex-
pressed their sentiments of the attention
‘they had-received from each of the ge.-
tlemen. Indeed, so much did he learn
. from hissmother, thathe felt great curiosity
‘to see Mr. Trevillyan ; —and luckily he
_was not *long feft to his igagination.

- Mr. Trevillyan und his friend were
highly amused with what John Harding
“could glean of the events we have re-
counted of Southampton ; and the dry-
ness and drollery of his observations,
" rendered those scenes he had been en-
abled to gather, sihgularly cqmical.
And John had now so firmly éstabhshﬂd
hipiself in the confidence afd opinion of
our friends, that they comlflted him on
all occasions.
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" Mr. Fanshaw now began to turn his
thoughts towards town; and proposed to
his friepd to pass a few days at Bath, on
their way thither : and in the early part
of the following week, they arrived
there. 4~ In the evening they attended
the rooms ; *%nd soon recognised Mrs.
Langton and Sir John Neerdowel, who
received them with the most perfect ease
and composure. * '

Mr. Fanshaw was studymg somethmg
like an apology to the lady, for his abrupt
departure ; but he might - have saved
Rimself the trouble, for she gave him no
opportunity of -making it. She imme-
diately introduced them to the Barlows,
and entered upon general conversation ;
and soon after sat down to the card-
table. "o 5

Mr. Barlow very courteously invited
them to dinner the next day; but our
fricnds, mot choosmg to identify them-
selves with Mr8. Langton, politely de-
clined the invitation ; but they afterwards
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freqnently met the Hld gentleman, and
were not averse from the acquaintance.
He called upon them; and they were
each time more pleased with his good-
humour and plainness of, manner.

The day, after their amival, as they
were sauntering from th. Pump-room,
they observed Colonel Desburgh walking
“very deliberately, with a chicken wrapt

up in a scanty piece of paper, through
which the two legs took the liberty of
_protruding themselves, in one hand ; and
“some parsley and spinach tied up ina
‘silk pocket-handkerchief, in the other.

Reader, we are not very sure if there
was not half a pound of butter in 2 cab-
bage-leaf, in the middle of the spinach:
"= yet even now, as ever, there was some-
thing about this origina) that commanded
respect, and regard too, from thosé who
knew him. He was always clean, —
alwnys the gentleman in hig manners.
- He seemed truly glad-at the rencentre ;
but, far from making the slightest apo.
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Togy for his a;.ppendpges, he appeared to
think the only subject that required ape-
logy, was that of purchasing a chlcken
when they were so dear.

“1 should not have done it for my-
self,” sald the good old veteran ; ¢ but
Sophy is debicate of late, and I like to
study her appetite.” He then enquired
Tow long they meant to stay af Bath, aifd
cordially invited them to dine with them
the following day. y

The friends half declined, fearing, they
said, if Mrs. Desburgh was not quite well
they might inconvenience her; but this
objection was over-gulad by the Colonel,
whg assured them Sophy was fond of
company, — that, she had no trouble, for
that he was, as they saw, caterer-general,
— and that he would ipvite her sisters to
meet them. He urged it, too, with so
* much genuine hospmtalyy, that the gen-
~ tlemen, yho had na sor} of disinclfnation
to indulge theire propensity to study this
extraordinary character, consented ; and,

14
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in the course of the%morning, they left
their cards at his lodgings.

The next day, at four o’clock, two
hours later than the Colonel’s usval din-
ner-hour, the gentlemen presented them-
selves in Westgate-Buildings, aifd were
heartily welcomed by their host, and well
received by the ladies. The dinner wag
extremely well dressed; and though not
abundant, was enough for the party.

When Mr. Trevillyan praised the soup,
and remarked they had a better cook
than they found at, Sout‘xampton, the
Colonel said, that he had bespoke the
dinner from a neighbouring tavern :—he
had ordered it for three, well awaresthat

. what they would send would be enough
for six.

The wine was excellent ; and although
spared by the host himself, he teok ‘care
his gyests should not, follow his example.
He said he knew it was unadulterated,
“for that he brought it over himielf some
years since.  That, for himself,« he had
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from his earliest age always been very
abstemjious ; — in youth, from inability to
indulgg in luxuries : — and when fortune
showered down the ample means, he no
longer wished shem ; — his habits of tem-
perance were formed.
- Our friends were pleased with an op-
Jortunity of getting him to speak of him-
self,-and his own life; and though he
never intruded his adventures, yet, when
called upon over his own social board, he
was by no means unwilling to gratify
“them by speakmg, of his campaxgns.
But his humility never forsook him ; and
it was really beautiful to find him wan-
dering from the thread of his history,
when he could not phrsue it without
speaking of some meritorious action, with
which that history aboupded. -

Mr. Trevillyan and ﬂm friend were
deeply interested. "The former was yainly
endeavousing to btmg ‘him back to a
particuldt point &t the raising of the siege
of ———s; which he had hastily pgssed

15
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over, when the door dpened, and a gen-
tleman of about twenty-eight yeprs of
.age, apparently a clergyman, burst in.

He instantly went up to the Colonel,
and, without even noticing the company,
began — ¢ My dear sir! my geherous
friend ! how shall I ever thank you for
yaur bounty ?”’

The Colonel had slowly risen from his
seat ; and, far from partaking of the
warmth of his visitor, said, very coldly,
¢ Mr. Reynolds, I believe,(—rea]ly sir,
Iam at a loss to understand what you
mean ; but, as you see I have friends with
me at present, some other time will suit
me better. I presume my servant weuld
-inform you that I had company.”

¢« Perhaps he did, sir,” replied Mr.
Reynolds, with great agitation ; < I heed-

ed him not. My heart is too &ull for

sitencg, and I care not who hears me.
The ‘gorld should know that stch a -
racter exists, and benéﬁt by t}'le brifiht

cifhple.”
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« Fore George! the lad is mad —
stark mad " exclaimed the Colonel pet-
tishly.

« The only method then, sir, to render
me sane,” returned Mr. lfeyholds, “ig
to allgw me to disburthen my mind; for
I shall neither eat, drink, nor sleep, until
I have done so. I am in a perfect

" fever!” ‘

« Oh !” exclaimed the Colonel, with
returning good-humour, ¢ fasting is an ex-
cellent recipe for allaying fever —I never
resort to any other. I remember, at the

e raising of the siege of ———, which wewere
speaking of just now, I was three days and
nights undergoing excessive fatigue, with
wet clothes, and scant provisions ; and
I believe this saved mé¢ from a ——"’

« Stay, stay, sir,” eagerly interrupted |
Mr. Reynolds ; « pray, tell us what was
the nature of the fatigue you incurred,
and hoy you earme to be there; when
your rank and duty warranted your being
embarked with your ewn battalion, and

16
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many leagues from this dreadful scene
of danger:— was it your friendship to
my father, or your general philanthropy,
which kept gpu there to the last?”

Anger darted from the old veteran’s
eye, as he said indignantly, « And is it
for an ignorant boy like you. to call me
to an account ?” )

“ Oh, no; pardon me,” returned Mr.
Reynolds, “ I know the story sir,—I have
often heard my poor father speak of it ;
and he used to say your actions there
were no doubt registered ‘above, from
whence alone you can be rewarded for
such disinterested bravery.—Remember,”
added he, while teags.glistened in .his
eye, ¢ that it was to cover his embark-
ation, that you exposed yourself to those
and many other hardships: — but for
you,-I had never known the inestimable
value of that excellent man; and when
he fell some years aftefwards by yout
side, did you not take his children Mr
your protection, denying yourkelf a¥ery
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comfort to suppory us, and others who
were left in the same unfortunate
situation 7

« Sir,” impatiently said  the Co-
lonel, who hag vainly tried - to interrupt
his erghusiastic young friend, ¢ unless
you mean t® affront me by all this rhap-

.sody, I insist upon your instantly leaving
the room.” ) :

Against this; however, our friends
vehemently entered their protest; 'and
they entreated for his stay so earnestly,
that the old man_at last submitted, —

*But he had now lost all idea of again
speaking of himself ; — he seemed to be
thinking of those.scenes which had just
been brought to his mind, and was evi-
dently glad when our friends proposed
joining the ladigs.

The, Colonel allowed them to go alone ;
yet he ‘held the light to direct them, —
a lamp Reing far on the outside®of his
rules. He stayed half'an hour after them,
leawng M. Reynolds to get introduced
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to his wife as he cpuld. When, how-
ever, he appeared in the drawing-raom,
there was a placid smile of benevolence
in his countenance, which one might
almost think the emanation of recent
prayer and thanksgiving; .he was un-
usually animated, and theugh he cau-
tiously abstained from any subject that
could revert to days long past, yet he
had so many lively anecdotes, and so
much just observation, that our friends
began to think they had only now learnt
to appreciate his character.«

To his wife he was attentive without
being fulsome ; and to her sisters he was
affectionate without being dictatorial.

Miss Dennison saw and duly estimated
‘his worth ; she: used all her influence
with her sisters, to make them behave as
they ought to such a friend, and if they
disregarded her admonitions, ‘they had
resl caase to blame themselves. |

Our friends took an egrly leaye of the
Calonel and the ladies, and ‘Mj. Rey-
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nolds rose to deparj at the same time;
but his benefactor prevented him.

As soon as the door was shut after
them, I am much disappointed,” said
Mr. Fanshaw; « I was in hopes that
young gman would have accompanied us ;
1 shall not be%satisfied till I see him again;

.my curiosity is much excited to know
more of this adventure; and when the
Colonel permitted us- to go to the draw-
ing-room alone, I was just on‘the point
of giving him my card, and requesting
he would breakfast with us to-morrow,
“when I observed the old veteran watch-
ing us, as if jealous of my intention.”

« I observed it also,” said Mr. Tre-
villyan, * and I dare say he kept him
back to-night merely to defeat us. —
What if we walk about a little ; they are
, early people, and I dare say will not de-
tain us long.”

And o it happened; for the} were
only about the shird turn when they saw
him leave the house, They soon jeined
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him, and learnt thit the Colonel had
shaken hands with him very -affection-
-ately ; but that when he attempted again
to cxpress his gratitude to his noble-
minded benefactor before his wife, he
had greatly offended, and" was: afraid
he had done wrong, for the Colonel’s
countenance was very much changed,
and he almost turned him out of the
house. “ My obligations are, as you
may perceive, not light, and there is
no man upon earth I should so much
dread offending. When T breakfast with
you,” added he, «“ I will give you thé
particulars.”

Mr. Reynolds was punctnal to his. ap-
pointment, and in the course of the
morning gave them the following little
fitstory. o

I lost my father, who fell by ‘the
side of this worthy man, when I was
only furteen, and at scheol.. He left
my sister and myself portionless ; but the
.Colonel supplied his place, uatil he
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thought I was old gnough to study mili-
tary tactics ; — and after he had given
himself much trouble and expense to
forward me in this line of education, I
imprudently told him I hated " the pro-
fessiony and ﬁnally refused to follow
it. He wa# extremely displeased, but
.never condescended to reason with me;
and in great irritation he told me, "to
« follow.the bent of my own inclinations’;
for that, *fore George! from tHfat minute,
he would have nothing more to say
to me.

« Distressed at bemg turncd adnﬁ on
the wide world by the only friend I had
inJt, who was able or willing to protect
me, and with merely the small allowance
made by governmenf, which, when
joined to my sister’s, was barely sufficient
for her support, I began sadly to repent
my temerity.

« 1 gpplied to the master ®of the

school «where ¥ had .been educated, to

be received as junior assistant; and as ‘I
v
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had. always studied the dead languages
with great assiduity, T was accepted, and-
a small salary allotted me. My master
let no opportunity escape of improving
me. The second year I was surprised
by his offering to double my salary,; and
when that was passed, he told me that
he must « get me to college.” This was
always the height of my ambition; but,
alas ! how could I be supported? This
obstacle hé over-ruled, and said he had
great interest there, and he thought
could get me entered at Christchurch,
where, if I proved myself a good scholar,’
I was sure of obtaining the countenance
of the then learned Dean; for thatjn-
chstry and ability, not interest, was the
sure road to his tavour ; and that he him-
self would supply me the means. I he-
sitated at incurring a debt I'had no pro-
bable means of repaying; however, he
was bent upon it, and'I went,

“ My rooms were furnished, and my
books provided, as if by enchantment ;—~
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and at mtervals I rgceived lans of money
from my school-master ; and this disin.
terested generosity in hun strongly ex-
cited ‘my suspicions ; — for, thougb a
good man, I never heard of his readiness
in pagting with his money, upon what
appeared smbad a speculation, while I
knew there were three young men;: offi-
cers’ sons, who were entirely supported
by the Colonel ; so I wrote to him, and
besought him to. give me back his coun-
tenance, for that I was aware it was to
him only I %as indebted for the advan.
rtages 1 now posséssed. I received the

following answer
& Young man, Iam not in the habxt
of supporting boys in disobedience ; and
as you have found a mete able proteetor,
study to deserve his rapprobation. I
theught to have made a general of you,
and 1 shall not forgive your disobediencé,
until I sge yeu on the road to a bishoprie.
# Cparies Dassuach.™
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_* This letter did not. convince me that
I was mistaken; and I determined toapply
myselt with double vigilance to deserve
his favour. I could not help fancying
that I must have been particularly re-
commended to the Dean, for I wag con-
scious his kindness and attention surpass-
ed my deserts. He took every opportu-
nity of promoting my interest, and even
gave his personal attendance when it
was likely t6 do me service; and soon
after, I was appointed tutor to a noble-
man. ¢

« This; I confess, was the worst busi-
ness I ever undertook. I could learn
myself, and I could even make school-
boys learn ; but a young man of fashion,
nearly of my owr age, and just become his
own master, was not so ductile. I had
the temerity to complain: té the Pean,
who gave me the only reprimand«-ever
received from him.—¢ Sir, sfid he,

..« if T had my choice of this situation, or
v sineoure, which do you think Ishould
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.prefer? Go, do yeur duty, — support
your authority over your pupil, — and
trouble me no more with idle complaints.’

“ From this moment I devoted myself
to the young nobleman ; and’every suc-
ceeding examination I had the gratifi-
cation to hear him say,** My Lord, I
mark your progress,’ or, ¢ you have
been singularly fortunate in’your tutor,
mind him,” or something to that effect.”

¢ One day that he invited me to his
house, he asked me after Colonel Des-
burgh. I t8ld him all I knew, and all I

» suspected. He said ¢ he had known him
many years ago, and his family had re-
ceived great obligations from him; but
that they had lost sight of him ever
since.’

« 1 tried to find ouf if there was any
intercourse. between them at present,
but in vain ; —+he Dean was not a man
of whom yeu cduld ask questidns; he
told yqu as mugh as he chose you should
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kmow, and you could extract nothing
more.

M | passed my degrees, and took or-
ders, —and the Dean honored me last
summer with an invitation to attend him
on-a tour to the Lakes. '

“ 1 was charmed with the proposal,
and delighted with the excursion : it was_
surprising to find how much he could
unbénd,;—even to playfulness of conver-
sation, -I felt that I had gained consider-
ably upon him,-——and on our return,
he told me there was a living vacant,
which "he should like to see mine ; but
that even if he had interest enough to
obtain it, it would require a heavy sum
for the induction.

« What he mentioned was an impossi-
bility, even to my most sanguine émagi-
niation. He told me he would Kad-me
part, and that my pupil had generously
offered to apply to his father fogthe rest;
«vbut I could not think of incarring a
Mebt, whidh, if I died.in the course of two
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or three years, coujd never be repaid, —
Judge then of my astonishment a fort-

night after, when the Dean sent for #e.
and cohgratulated me on the possession

of the living, and gave me the following
letter, which he had just received from

the Colonel ;39— -

*“ DEAR SIR,

« It is a cordial to my old heart,
to learn your continued good opinion
of poor Charles Reynolds; and I am
thankful to you for watching over his
interests. If the living you speak of
be advantageous, of which you are a bet-
ter_judge than I, I will. gladly give the
sum you speak of for the.purchase of it;
in doing which, I am énly repaying a
debt I owed his very worthy father. But it
is by no means my wish that he should
"know this. Let him suppose the advow-
son procured by your interest, as a*token
of his merit and, your friendship. I ac-
cept your offer of the loan for his induc-
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'.tign,cbgcg,gse it wi_llmpke..hi,m economical,
-which I think a great vigtue, and because
#Wold himg: I never would forgive his dis-
obedience to me,. till.1 saw. him“on the
road. to..a bishopric; and ,I would not
forfeit my word. Charles has a younger
sister to assist, which, ke, I;as done
many years from his savingy ;. — this
looks well. Iam happy to hear your uncl¢
_enjoys -himself ;.atill.‘ It is many years
.since we 'mets .- ’
- % Iam, Dea.r Sir, .
;e Your obliged and faltbfu}
;. _ % CHariEs DESBURGH.)

..% You may suppose, gentlemgp,;‘.that
I could not rest.until I had seen, myfmu-
nificent benefactor.. I neither stayed.to
.eat or drink until I presented. myself
before him.. Ifear you'will think I haye
said too much of myself,- but Lfbad,,%wo
extravrdinary characters.to. pogrtra@%—-
for, of the Dean’s friegdsbip. I am gigoud
and grateful,—and a8 he is gegerally

il



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 198

thought an austere, man, I wish his pri-
vate virtues to be known.”

Our friends were extremely gratifi8fl,
both with the visitor and the little narra-
tive, and more than ever interested in
their ojd soldier.

Mr. Reymolds accepted their invita-
tion to dine with them, and they sepa-
rated for the morning.

They called at Westgate-Bulldmgs,
where they found Mrs, Desburgh not
appfrently in the best humour ; and, as
the Colonel Was not at home, ghey short-
ened their visit, and met pim afterwards.
He appeared much pleased with the
satigfaction they expressed of their yes-
terday’s visit ; but when they spoke of"
Mr. Reynolds, he said, & ‘That lad has
no common sense ; * much learning hath
made him mad.” He has done me more
“injury than I can soon do away, by his
folly! ’Eore George! they talk of wo-
men’s tongues; o’ll mateh him against

any two I ever heard, — even make my
VOL, I, K
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wife -one. — Why the: blockhead was so
full of his rhodomontade after you left
us, that Sophy insists I ought to keep
her a cartiage, — and ride to perdition
in it myself, I suppose ; —and a house,
forsooth, in Sidney Place ;—anda lacquey
at every door of it ;—and I+do not know
what more whims she has imbibed. —
I told her, when she had lost thc use
of her limbs, she should have a car-
riage ; and as for servants, one is as
much as ever she or I had, — and now
we’ve tws, and they have half their
time on their bands ; for I always mar-
ket myself, rather than be cheated by
them. And I’ll tell you another thing,—
-never let your wife know what you are
worth ; for they just think how many
fine things it may procure them. Now,
a large fortune was left me by a general
officer, whom I had the great good
chance to serve by mere accident. He,
in theeffervescence of gratitude,-made his
will imy favour, and died very soon af
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terwards. Now Is have always consi-
dered this as a loan, given in trust to me
for the benefit of the service ; and so the
interest, and great part of the capital,
has been apprepriated, and, during my
life, soeit shall. Now, if Sophy was to
know this, either my plans must be de-
stroyed, and some poor orphans beggared,
or I must have constant dissensions with
her. That foolish lad, to go.and talk
such nonsense! No, no; never let your
wife know what you are worth.”

Our friends smiled at his caufion, and
mentioned their intenti®h of leaving
Bith next day.

He said he was sorry to hear it; for
that he had never met two young men
more to his fancy : hoped to see them
again soon, “and, by the way,” said he,
¢ if you have not fixed yotir residence in
town, I should be glad if you would go
to Mrs. Barclay, the widew of Captain
Barclay, who has a large house in Albe-

\marleLstre’et, and lets part of it.” - '
' X 2
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" Mr. Fanshaw had clambers, and much
wished Mr. Trevillyan to take his abode
with him ; but Lincoln’s-Inn and Sloane-
street were far apart ; and somehow he
flattered himself, that much of his time
would be passed there. He thereforegladly
took down Mrs. Barclay’s™address, and
while he was doing it, the Colonel said,,
“ One thing, however, I must apprize
you of ; — set this woman’s clack once
a-going, and stop it who can, — she will
tell you of such extraordinary things : —
which, having told a,hundred times, and
each with a little addition, she now be-
lieves true as Gospel, while in fact she
makes them perfect lies. However, 1
can guard you against ore subject which
exposes this poor woman’s failing in a
terrible degree,—never-lead her to speak
of herself or her situation. —There is mo
need,”’ added he, after a moment’s consi-
deration, * to say who recommended you,
for if you mention niy name, she may
take it into her head to send me a letter
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with thanks; and there is no need to pay
postage for nothing. Mr. Fanshaw can
give you references; and I believe she is
rather particular in these things.”

Our friends took an affectionate leave
of this excellent old gentleman, and each

determined the acquaintance should not
end here.

R 3
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CHAP. IX.

O woman ! in our hours of ease,
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please,
And viriable as the shade, -

By the light quivering aspen made.
When pain and anguish wring the brow.

A ministering angel thou,
ScorrT.

A Sad Tale.

Thae gentlemen reached London in No-
vember 1806 mand Mr. Trevillyan ac-
cepted a bed in the chambers, until he
had settled with Mrs. B arclay. ‘
The next morning, at rather an earlier
hour than the formality of a first visit war-
ranted, he presented himself in Sloane-
street, and was agreeably flattered by his
reception. Miss Mordant accorded him
the kindness of an old acquaintance; Mrs.
Mordant something more; and poor little
Felix immediately recognised one who
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‘had so often petted him ; he barked and
®apered, sprung on hisknees, and affection-
ately licked his hands, and would gladly
have performed the same tribute to his
face, had he been allowed. :

Mrs. Mordant had thought much of
Mr. Trevillpan’s proposals ; had consult-
ed her son and Mr. Fortescue on the
subject, both of whom strongly recom-
mended its encouragement: — ¢ for,””
said the latter, ¢ if Trevillyan dies with-
out a male heir, my second son, — now,
alas! my only one, inherits his property.
*There is no doubt he will_marry; and,
by this union with our dear Clara, the
preperty will still in a manner belong to
the family; for Clara is my adopted
daughter, as dear, and perhaps even.
more so, than my own;:and at my death
she will find herself considered such.

Mrs. Mordant gave Mr. Trevillyan an
invitatioy to a little musical party for
the next cveningy which of course was ea-
gerly agcepted.

K 4
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He mentioned his ,friend Fanshaw as
an enthusiast, whose chambers were’
strewed with musical instruments

Mrs. Mordant hesitated ; and then very
unreservedly confessed, ¢ that, as a ca-
sual acquaintance, they had been highly
pleased with Mr. Fanshaw’s conversa-
tion and abilities; but that there were
some occasions when his behaviour with
Mrs.. Langton' had been such, as to ex-
clude their wish of cultivating his farther
acquaintance, by extending an invitation
to him.”

Mr. Trevillyan entered into the vindi:
cation of his friend with more warmth
than generally belonged to his manners ;
.and, as Mrs. Mordant was, willing to con-
ciliate him, she at last sent the invitation.

After some hours passed very agree-
ably, in which he was charmed to‘find a
visible improvement in the health of his
fair friend, whose conversation svas much
more playful and animated than formerly,

he teok his leave, and hastoned to
5
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;'eport progress, agd deliver a lesson of
morality to Mr. Fanshaw.

The next evening they repaired early
to Sloane-street, and were nearly the first
visitors. .

Mr..Trevillyan had frequently heard
Miss Mordaht express her enthusiastic

. leve of music, and he gave her credit for
playing, as most unmarried young ladies
generally do; but he had no expecta-
tion she excelled; for her modesty
was so great, or her desire of attracting
him so small, that, she had never made
the least display of bes—accomplish-
ments. Her conversation showed her
well-read, and of more mature judgment
than is generally found at so early an.
age; and it was upon these rational
grounds, — and perhaps the vanity of in-

. spiring attachment in a bosom, which had
once been the home of ardent-affection,
and whick appeared now to repel any new
impression, that he founded his hopes of
happiness.

X J
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The party arrived, and she was called
upon to commence the performance.
Her friend, Miss Delaval, accompanying
her on the harp.

Mr. Treviliyan just knew enough of
music to admire the taste and science they
displayed. It is true MisseMordant did
not possess great brilliancy of execution,
— he had heard many who far surpassed
her, —but in the touching and senti-
mental] she had few rivals. Miss Dela-
val, by the grace of her accompaniment,
contrived to show off her triend’s pecu-
liar excellence to great advantage. .

Fearing, however, that his partiality
might bias his judgment, helightly cross-
ed the room to the place where Mr. Fan-
shaw was standing with his back against
the wall, and his arms folded, in the
attitude of deep attention, and asked him
« What he thought of the performance 7’

« Pghaw,” was the answer, and * how
can youw-talk now 7’ was hastily added.

This impatience of interruption told
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him all he wishec} to know, and the plau-
dits were loud at the end of it.

In the course of the evening, she sung;
and odur friends were not disappointed.
Her voice, like her play, was clear and
sweef, rather than loud or powerful ;
yet so plaintive and so touching were her
notes, that it was impossible to hear her
without emotion. Perhaps the know-
ledge of her situation gave more than
ordinary interest to her perfoinfance : —
perhaps, too, the actual circumstance
had added °something to her natural
pathos. ' v -

The party was not large, and was
chiefly composed of the'most respectable
mercantile families, amongst whom our
friends found a well-informed and very,
agreeable society. Here, however, as in
alk other ranks, they detected specimens
of folly and absurdity. .

Some, dilettante performers, wHo really
sung delightfully, wherr they chose, ap-
peared, fearful of making themselves too

K 6
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cheap, required a great deal of entreaty,
before they could condescend to indulge
the company, — and then recollected no-
thing they were asked to perform; or,
when the music was placed before them,
said, they « would try it ; but really. they
had never attempted it before.” Al-
though it was an equal chance if some of
the present party had not heard them
perfor:~ it the preceding evening.

A scion from this mould was present,
and appeared to be using every endea-
vour to get introduced to a Miss Dareal,
the most dashipg belle of this society.
She was the only daughter of a very rich
man, — had been showily educated, —
played brilliantly, — sung nothing but

_Italian, — and piqued herself on having
the most expensive masters.

During her performance, Mr. Jasmine
was in ecstasies. Some time afterwards, he
was talking in another room to agircle of
the cencert he had been iavited to atLord
«ih’s, and to which his voice was his
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only passport ; Mrs. Mordant inter-
rupted him, with requesting he would
take a part in a favourite duet of
Mozart’s.

He knew Miss Dareal sung 1t and in-
stantly followed her into the music-room :
when however he found Miss Delaval
seated at the piano forte, and understgod
it was to accompany her that he was
called, he took his glass, and very
conceitedly looked through 'it” ‘at the
music ; and just then recollected he had
«tried that set of it before, and that it

*was really so bad he couldypake nothing
of it, —could not go through it.” Say.
ing this, he very cavalierly turned on his
heel, and went back to the group he had.
left. )

Mr. Fanshaw_had beén an observant
spectator of all this. The study of cha-
racter was his chief amusement; and
when hq detected rudeness like tfns, he
delighted in couateractidg its influence.
With marked indignation, therefore, he
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said aloud, before Mr. Jasmine had
made his exit, “ I have never seen any
other set of that duet: — it is long since
I sang it; but if no one who ¢an do
it more justice will attempt it, I shall be
happy to accomp.my Miss Delaval,”

That young lady had immuediately left
the instrument, upon the affronting con-
duct of Mr. Jasmine. She had felt his
insolence, and was grateful to Mr. Fan.
shaw for hiis attention ; but she declined
singing, until solicited by Mrs. Mordant.

The duet was extremely beautiful, and
very well egecuted. At the eommence-
ment of it, Mr. Jasmine returned with
some others to the music-room ; and his
.curled lip of contempt, showed how little
he feared a competitor. He talked as if
in defiance, until he found no one to
listen to him from the interest they all
took in the performance; and then he
hummed another air, and retired to the
other room, where he «reclined, upon a
sofa, and appeared nearly asleep.
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Miss Delaval sang divinely. Shc was
not regularly haddsome ; but her form
was perfect. She was the youngest
daugltter of a merchant, who dying
young, left his wife and twd daughters
ten thousands pounds each. That of the
mother was.to be divided at her death
between his girls.

They retired to Devonshire ; and, ‘at a
sea-bathing place on that coast, became
acquainted with a Captain Reynard, a
man who lived in great style, and had
very capnvatmg manners. .He soon
singled out the eldest Migs - Delaval.
He represented himseff s the youngest
bgother of a wealthy nobleman, and that
he had an estate of fifteen hundred pounds
a year left him by his fither. '

After two months’ courtship they were
marned Settmg off feom her mother’s
house'in a beautiful néw carriage-and-
four, they went to London, and took a
small house in, Harley-street, where he
introduced her to some genteel people,
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and wished her, as much as possible, to
shun her former acqua(mtance; but find-
ing her attachments stronger than her
pride, and that she preferred her old
friends, he removed her to Bath;
where Mrs. Delaval and Fanny joined
them, and passed a very pleasant winter.
. He was a most attached hushand, and
very attentive to his mother and sister-in-
law, who almost idolized him. He took
an opportunity of advising them to put
out their money on mortgage, which
yielded so much more interest than the
funds, that~hg~l?ad invested his wife’s :
money most advantageously in this man-
ner; and advised his mother-in-law to
consult any one on whose judgment she
_could rely. For himself, he was so sa-
tisfied, that had he a hundred thousand
pounds, it should all be so disposed of.
Poor Mrs. Delaval was nota woman of
strongiatellect. She had the most,implicit
confidence in Mr. Reynagd, and besought
him to take the trouble off her hands. —
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'Fanny was too young and too inexpe-
rienced to enter into the subject ; and he
obtained full power to get possession
of the'money. Sealed-up papers were
placed in her hands, which, he said, were
the parchment's of the mortgage.

They made a tour to the.lakes in
Westmoreland, and to the highlands of
Scotland, all together; and returned to
Mrs. Delaval’s house, in Devonshire, —
where Mrs. Reynard was to beé tonfined
of her second child.

Hitherto, then, for three years, every
sthing had passed off delightfylly : — ho-
thing could be happier than thé party.
Wg are now to contemplate the re-
verse. , -
As soon as his wife had presented him
with a fine little boy, and she was going
on well, he was « obliged to leave them
upon business.” For three weeks, he
wrote copstantly, — then. less freqfiently,
— and soon aftes not at all.

The Jadies were exceedingly distress-
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ed ; and when the time came that Mrs.
Delaval ought to receive the interest of
her money, she was at a loss; for he
had always transacted the busidess for
her. They wrote to their friends in
town, who made every enquiry in vain. —
He was no where to be founrd.
. Mrs. Delaval took her. parcel of parch-
ment to an attorney in the neighbour-
hood, a man of strict integrity, who soen
discernéd " that no man of business had
ever drawn these deeds; that they
were forgeries altogether; but exceed-
ingly intergsted for these simple, unsus-
pecting women, he went himself to Lon-
don, traced him till within the last month,
‘and then lost sight of him altogether.
The truth could no longer be hid from
Mrs. Reynard. She would not, for along
while, believe any thing to his disadvan-
tage; but when their friend returned
with a”confirmation of all he had before
apprised them of, and~that they were
absolutely left pennyless, her spirits gave
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’:vay. But the finishing stroke was vet
to come. ’

In the newspapers, some months after-
wards, ‘there was an account of a person
being taken up in the"North of’England,
who had passed himself off as the
Honourable ¢ Colonel Cole, and who

, had drawn many bills in that gentle.
man’s name. He had cut a great dash,
— had stayed a long while in . one
place, where he had made. hithself very
agreeable to- a young lady of some for-
tune, and had actually married bher. —
eHis whole conduct appeggg.d, that of a
madman.

Qur unfortunate ladles read the ac-
count and thought no more of it, until,
shortly afterwards, their ¥riend the attor-
ney called, and requested to speak with
, the mother ; he told her,.as gently as he
" could, that Colonel Cole was.no other
than Mr,Reynard, and that his tfial for
forgery would came on at Lancaster the
ensuing,assizes.
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Mrs. Delaval, though ruined hersell
felt much more for her amiable daughters,
to whom it was quite necessary to com-
municate the sad information she had
received. B

Mrs. Reynard’s health had declined,
since first she doubted her kusband’s in-
segrity ; and she had hardly strength to
move from one chair to another. No
sooner, however, did she learn the dread.
ful situfition of that husband, who had
hitherto appeared so worthy the fond
affection she accorded him, — of the
father of hqr_i,ueaptifui infants, — than she
forgot all her wrongs, all his treachery,
—and, with the amiable strength and
tenderness of a female heart, she even
_endeavoured to palliate his atrocities.

She besought her mother to proceed in-
stantly to town, and use' every possible
exertion tg save him; while she, her sister,
and hér children would go immediately
& him. o

All endeavours to dissuade her were
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}‘ruitless; and this delicate woman, who
appeared but yest’erday unequal .to the
slightest cxertion, was to-day supported
by the nost virtuous feelings which ever
warmed the human heart, to undertake a
journey of some hundred miles ; and she
never restede till she reached Lancaster-
Castle. She gbtained permission and
rushed into the presence of her husband,
just as he had, by his elegant manners
and excessive plausibility, shakéir the opi-
nion of his guilt in the mind of a coun-
sellor he was'consulting

® Her appearance at this jungture was a
corroboration of his villainy: he felt
that it was so, and attempted no further
subterfuge. He received his wife in
his arms, where she faintéd, and remained
without any sign of animation for a long
while. Her wan cheek and faded form
seemed to affect him semsibly.: he fell
upon hig knges, and, regardless “of the
presence of the aounsellor, acknowledged
his crimes.- He could assign no reason for
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his conduct, but confessed when he mar-
ried her, he was deeply in debt; that
her sweetness and virtue had recalled
him from many evil propensities: but
that, having spent nearly all the money
entrusted to him, akind of phrenzy pos-
sessed him, and he was hatdly account-
eble for his actions. Yet,” added he,
“ if it is possible, with the assistance of
that worthy man, for me to escape
punishmént this time, I do solemnly
promise the rest of my life shall be de-
voted to you and my dear children.”

“ Oh,” said his compassionate wife,'
¢ you must— you shall be spared. My
mother is now in London; she will ‘wait
upon the Secretary of State; she will move
heaven and earth to save you;” — she
caught a glance of the glistening eye of
the counsellor ; — ¢ and do you, sir,” said
she, ¢ let.me owe to your exertions the
life of ‘my husband ; and suffer me here-
after to teach my poor babes to lift up
their litle hands in prayers for the pre-
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server of their father. — Alas! if he falls,
I feel they will have no parent; for I can
never survive his disgrace.”

Mr. Newell was deeply affected: he

promised all in his power, though he
knew hg could hot succeed, for there were
many other «zounts against him. He
. wrote a note to his sister, who was hise
housekeeper,. to prepare her for the re-
ception of this sorrowing party, and then
took Miss Delaval and the childien to his
own house, where they received every
kindness, )
e Mrs. Reynard would not Jeave her
husband. She consoled 'him, and, un-
willing herself to contemplate the enor-
mity of his crime, she would not permit
herself to doubt his acquittal,

The time arrived, — the trial came on,
— Mrs. Reynard was all’ agltatlpn, all
"strength;, all fortitude. She, insisted on
going intg court; Mr. Newell strongly
objected, but finding resistance only
served t(.; determine her the more, and
fearing too certainly the issue of the-
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affair, he desired a gentleman, a friend of
his, to attend her, and'to place themselves
where she may be got out before the ver-
dict was returned. '
The trial occupied several haurs; every
* possible endeavour was used to save him ;
but his hand-writing, and<«the whole of
«the evidence of the forgery was so plain,
thére could be no doubt on the subject.
Mrs. Reynard saw all this, and she sup-
ported it. She willingly left the court
when her friends proposed it; they re-
turned to Mr. Newell’s; she begged the
gentleman, to wait for her a moment ; she
went to her trunk, and soon returned
with a box containing jewels, most of
which had been presented to her by her
" unfortunate husband.
¢ Sir,” said she, * these baubles can
never be useful to me more ; — go, take
them ; sell them for what they wiil bring,
and ovder me a post-chaise and four ; for
I must go to London, instantly. -— He
shall not die,” added she, in excessive
-emotion,
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Mr. Newell soon after came home,—
She asked no ques‘tions; for his looks
were sufficient. She told him her inten-
tion, arid that worthy man strongly en-
couraged any thing that could divert her
thoughts, and take her from the dreadful
seene which Awust shortly take place. —

He advanced the money upon the jewels;®
— gave her introductions to the miost
likely people to assist her, — althoubh ue
told Miss Delaval he despalred of sue-
cess,—and wrote himself to prepare them
for her reception.
® She went to take leave of ber husband.
— He embraced her in agony, — again
andsagain entreated her prayers and for-
giveness ; and he had for once so much -
consideration for her,-as 'to hide his own
despair, and keep her in ignorance of the
fatal day which was to terminate his
existence. Nothing but the fervent de-
sire of saving him, could have forced her
from him, .
She sat Off attended by her sister,
VOL. I L )
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leaving the children- with Miss Newell.
« They travelled all night ; and the next
morning Mrs. Reynard fell a sacrifice to
the extraordinary exertions she had used,
both personal and mental ; — she was so
ill as to be obliged to be taken to bed,
where she continued insenlible for two

“days and nights. Miss Delaval was scarcely
in better case; but as Mr. Newell had
given her no hopes of the success of the
journey, she the less regretted the delay.
It was not until the night of the sixth
day, that they met their anxious mother
in town :-—they were immediately put to
bed ; and upon her waking next morn-
ing, the first sounds which Mrs. Reynard

- heard, was a cry in the street of the last
speech of the husband she had so fondly
loved. — It was her knell.

The fondness of a mother, nor even
the gmﬂes of her children, had now the
least effect over her; and she :died at the
end of three weeks. ,

Nothing could be more’ forlorn than

' 12
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‘the survivors : — used to elegancies and
luxuries, they we'e now left with only
one thousand pounds, — the wreck of all
their fortune. — The youngest child had

been nursed i in misery,
* His cradle was the couch of care,
“ And sorrow rock’d him in it :
« Fate seem’d her saddest garb to wear,
“ On the first day that saw him there,

“ And darkly shadow’d with despair
“ His carliest minute.”

He had never been healthy, — and
being suddenly weaned on the melan-
choly result at Lancaster, pmed. and soon
’ joined its mother.

Mrs. Delaval felt this an accumulation
ofesuffering; and it was only by the duti-
ful affection and kindness of her surs-
viving daughter Fanny, that she support-*
ed so many aflligtions. All their friends,
however, paid them the most affectignate
attentlon and Fanny had the- fortitude
and good sense to offer herself as smgmg
mistress jn the families of her former in-
timates.~—She was well qualified for the

. L2 )
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office,—she was eagerly accepted and ge-‘
nerally patronised : —'and the great in-
terest and attention with which she de-
voted herself to the improvement of her
pupils, rendered her so popular, that
she was obliged to decline many scbolars ;
and she had the happiness o supporting
kerself, and her mother and niece, in great
comfort, by her industry: — but these,
as we have seen, were virtues beneath the
admiration of Mr. Jasmine.

Mr. Fanshaw, however, was greatly de-
lighted with her singing, and the insult
she received gave him more interest int
her. He sat by her during supper, and
seemed much disposed to admire her. .

. Reader, we have often remarked, and
‘we dare say you are not behind-hand
with us, how mere trifles frequently move
the main-springs of our destiny. Had
Mr. "Jasmine sung with Miss Delaval, no
doubt'Mr. Fanshaw would havecbeen de-
lighted ; perhaps, too, ke would, have re-
membered. the gratification the next day ;
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but here it would have ceased, and no
more been thought of. As it happened,
however, far different was the result.
Their voices harmonised delightfully ; —
they had been identified in the same
praise; and the duet pronounced the
best performance of the evening.

He was in perfect good-humorr
with himself; and we believe the con-
sequence of this generally is, that of
being pleased with those atound us. He
exerted his gowers to entertain, and was
successful. Miss Delaval thought him
* the most agreeable man she had ever met
with, and they separated with the mutual
wesh of meeting again.  There was little
doubt of this :s—Mr. Fanshaw’s voice and
his gentlemanly readiness to afford his
abilities to the ,general amusement, ren-
dered ,him a very valuable acquisition
to these musical parties: and the two
friends Sooms found themselves .domesti-
cated in a very pleasant society.

L3
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Mr. Jasmine, who had frequently
offended the society by his manners, was
superseded ; and we learn that he pro-
fited by the lesson. '

Mr. Trevillyan and Mr. Fortescue ac-
knowledged relationship, and tht old
gentleman paid him great attention,
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CHAP. X.

As you have vne eye upon my follies,
Turn the other on the register of your o=a.
Merry Wives of Wiudsc. .

Muasquerade.

Thines went on this way for several
montbhs, Mr.'hevx]lyan gaining percep-
tibly in the <rood graces of Miss Mordant;
and his fnend appeared very much taken
with Miss Delaval.

The parties now assumed a much
gayer aspect. Dancing generally finish-
ed the evening’s amusements; and our
friends were not less pleased with them.

As they were returning home one night,
after these, gay meetings, thep found
there was a masquerade going on at
Willis’s Rvoms ;—they were in high glee,

L4
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and quite ready for afrolic ; so they pre-
pared themselves with'dominos, and join-
ed the motley group.

They had not long been in the rooms,
ere two 1emales, expensively dressed,
and apparently respectable, and whom
they had before observed ke.ping them-
sglves’out of view, as if waiting for some
one, made up to them; and one, who
was much more forward than the other,
seicod Mr. Fanshaw’s arm, and said, ¢ We
install you our knights, until we can find
our own.”

Our friends were somewhat astonished;
but they humoured the adventure, pass-
ing a hint to keep close to each other,
After they had walked about for some
}ime, a harlequin came up and accosted
Mr. Trevillyan’s lady, which her friend
observing, very dexterously watched her
opportunity, and stole away his wand,
— that ' magic badge of office! — She
quickly disengaged herself from Mr. Fan-
shaw’s arm, and ran round the ioom with
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%uch velocit);, harlequin pursuing, that

every body made vay for her, and many
stood on the benches to view the sport.

Shougs of « Well done, little one, —
well done, little one ; — now harlequin !”’
came from evary quarter.

Mr. Trevil]yan'sfair one could not enjoy
the scene; she became greatly agitated.
¢ For God’s sake, sir,” said she, ¢ when
she comes round again, let us cover her
escape ; I would not, for worlds, thatshe
should be known. What an unfortunate
night! —I wish to Heaven I had never

,consented to come”

These ejaculations,» which seemed
almost involuntarily made, did not lessen
the curiosity of our gentlemen. When
the runaway wagain reached the spoi:
where they were standing, she, with a
great spring, flung the wand so high,
that it rested on one of the branches of
the chandelier ; and while all eyes were
attracted to it, our party slipped out of
the room, ,

’ LS5 .
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The lady was out of breath, and some-
what exhausted. Mr, Fanshaw brought
her wine, and besought her to take off
hermask : she contrived, however, to
take the wine without showing her face ;
and soon recovering, the; sallied forth
again to the crowded room. ’

Soen after, a tall, handsome-looking
mar. spoke to Mr. Trevillyan’s lady, and
hoped she had «no fatlgue at the Review
the other day.”

She attempted to pass without noticing
him.

« It was not a good situation that you .
took, I think,” said the same tall man.

“ I don’t know what you mean, sir,”
said she, in great trepidation; ¢ I wish
‘y"ou’d leave me zlone.”

« O fye,” said the stranger; ¢ but if
you are so cruel as to forget it, I know
others that never will.”

Mr. Fanshaw’s lady, seeing how agi-
tated her friend was, now mterfered —_—
** And who are you, su,” exc}almed she,
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v« who pres'ume to make enquiries of
us?”’

« Fair damscl,” replied the gentle-
man, “ I am a soldier, and at your
service.’”

« I dare swgar you are,” said she, “and
of the Irish brlgade »* — The laugh with
which this Was received by a group who
had collected to hear what was going ®n,
greatly disconcerted the man-of-war; and
while he was thinking of an answer, the
party escaped.

Supper was now announced; — most
of the company laid aside their masks.—
Not so our damsels ;,— no- persuasions
could induce them to do so: — they rose
&arly from the table, and when the rooms
filled again, they obseryed the same tall
gentleman coming towards them.—<Sir,”?
said Mr. Fanshaw’s lady, « pray be so
good.to learn who that gentleman is, —
We'll wait for you in this corner,”

The %all man passed in the crowd and

1. 6
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observed them not; but he was evidently
looking out for somebody.

As soon as Mr. Fanshaw was gone, and
the man-of-war far off, Mr. Trevillyan’s
lady said, ¢ I feel very faint; pray, sir,
have the goodness to fetch me a glass of
water ; we shall be quite safe here till
you return

“Mr. Trevﬂlyan left them for this pur-
pose ; and the moment they found them-
selves alone, they hastened to the place
where they had ordered their carriage :
and when the two gentlemen returned
from their different missions, at nearly
the same mement, they found themselves
cajoled, and their birds flown.

The crowd was so great, that they
could not immegliately get through it.
Just as they reached the outer door, they
saw their fair friends driving away in a
superb carriage, which went off full speed,
the footman riding by the coachman ; —
the fair ones kissed their hanus most pro-
vokingly, as they drove dway.



MATRIMONI1AL FELICITIES. 229

As soon as our friends could disengage
themselves from the throng, which ex-
tended outside th® doors, and which had
retarded their progress some seconds,
they set off, running as if their lives de-
pended on their velocity; — thds proving
to de'monstratlon, what we have long sus-
pected, thdt curiosity is not exclugively
a feminine attribute. Yet, like poor Tem
of old, they suffered for indulging i it.

1t happened, that some light-fingered
gentry had taken rather too gréat liGefties
with the pgcket of a gentleman, who in-
stantly missed a.very superb snuff-box ;
and having hisarms pinioned by the crowd,
he was unable to seize the rascal. He
tmmediately vociferated, ¢ Stop thief,
stop thief’;”” .— which signal ran through
the crowd in a moment. -

The delinguent, however, had been
more, used to mobs than our heroes ;
he therefore dexterously elbowed through
this th® instant after them ;— he followed
them,-and called out * Stop them, stop
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the thieves,” as loudly as the best of
them. \

The watch was, by an extraordinary, and
for the gentlemen, an unlucky chance,
upon the alert, and seized our unfortu-
nate friends, just as they had gained so far
upon the carriage as to be contemplating
the attempt of getting up behind it.

Quite outof breath with the violent exer-
tion they used, they had no power to re-
monstrate ; and for a few moments were
incapacitaied from proceeding, and then
thinking it better to submit than contend,
4hey allowed themselves to be led very
peaceably to the-watch-house.

There, however, Mr. Fanshaw expect-
ed his name and address would be suffi-
cient to emancipate them; but three
otclock in the morning was not a very
propitious hour for investigating the truth
of his assertions. .

Mr. Trevillyan then offered a bribe ;
but whether it was too small, sor whether
these guardians of the night were more
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'conscientious in those days than now, is
not for us to defermine ; certain it is,
it was refused, and the gentlemen in-
formed they might make themselves easy
for some‘hours at least. ..

They did npt ﬁnd themselyes the only
Unfortunates. In one corner of the room
sat a ﬁgure much muffled up, and as if
not wishing to be recognised, in atravel-
ling dress, apparently all new; — but in
whom, by an accidental ray f‘r.om a_pass-
ing light, our friends detected’ Mr. Lac-
ket, who was, according to John Hard-
ing’s account, paying his devoirs to the
purse of Miss Barlow, and who, by the
assistance of Miss Fenning, seemed like-
Iy to succeed in obtaining it.

Perhaps, ia more agreeable sntuatlons
they would not have noticed him; but
now they were fellow-sufferers in mis-
fortume ; so they hailed him, recounted
their own disaster, and beggeéd o know
what had dccasioned his nocturnal visit
to this* place of amusement.

“ It is a very provoking affair,” an.
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swered Mr, Lacket, after some hesitation.
% I had made an appointment of great
importance at Willis’s Rooms, and was
hastening to fulfil it, when my postillion,
— my coachman, I mean, — got himself
entangled with a gentleman’s carriage :—
a quarrel ensued, — and I, fearing to be
too late for my appointment, jurhped out,
ammd, assisted the post-boy, — pshaw ! my
coachman,—to get forward. This was pre-
_vented, -however, by the gentleman’s
coachman, who soon gathered a crowd
about us:— I was taken kold of, and
brought here; and such is the peculiarity
of my case, that I.do not wish it known.”
« You would have been wiser,” said
Mr. Fanshaw, ¢ had you left your coach-
man to fight his own battles at the begin-
fiing of the affray.”

*¢¢ I should hardly have- been so raw,”
answered Mr. Lacket, who, in his eager-
ness to clear himself from the imputation
of folly, forgot the secret hevwas disclos-
ing, ** to have interfered, if I kad not
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some very valuable property in the chaise:
— I could not lea¥e that.”?

Our friends now began to suspect the
truth ; *and in order to ascertain it, they
mentioned the rencontre they had had
with the ladied; and soon brought him
to confess lie believed those ladies were
the objects of his anxiety. =

When he found there was no chdnce
of his liberation in time to make good his
engagement, he sent for an acquainiongs;
and requested him to reconnoitre a par-
ticular spot in the masquerade rooms,
where he would find two ladies; and
if they were not at that particular placc,
tq seek them amongst the company.
He described their persons’; —and hg
was to mentioh a certath review, whieh
he conceived would lead them to sup-
pose he must be connected with him;
and that, if they appeared to under-
stand him, then he was to mentfon his
name, otherwisescarefully to avoid it.

This talf friend did, as we have seen,
accost the damsels, as he did many others;



234 THE VETERAN ; OR;

— but as they had no prior intimation,
the ladies, conscioust of their deserts,
feared he was a spy observing them ;
and as he saw them under the pretection
of two ‘gentlemen, it was unlikely these
could be the ladies he was' in quest. of.
The fact was this: — Mrs Lacket had
bad Wany private interviews with his
Love since the family returned to High-
gate ; and he, with the assistance of Miss
~Xenning, ‘so far mastered Miss Barlow’s
judgment, that she agreed to elope; —
and her able instructress was determined
to make their elopement subservient to
her eager wish of &ttending a masquerade.
It was settled that Miss Fenning was
to receive an invitation from some of her
‘grand acquaintdnce, which should give
her the liberty of taking her friend with
her, for the express purpose of going to
Willi’sRooms. The note arrived,— was
shown'to Mrs. Barlow, who advised that
her husband should knoyw nothmg of the
masquerade, but that he shm.ld be told
it, was to a private ball at that lady’s
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house ; and she herself gave orders to the
coachman, in whdt particular place he
was to wait to take them up again.

They returned home in due time, and
nothing was suspected. T

Butrto return to the watch-house, —
Mr. Fanshaw, as if by accident, mentioned
the name of Barlow; and, in the agitatign
and confusion Mr. Lacket evinced, found
a confirmation of all their suspicions.

Half frightened out of hiw wits' by
the facts our heroes had detected, and
alarmed by the exposure they had the
* power of making, he, with almost pain.
ful humility, implored their silence;
which Mr. Trevillyan very readily pro-
mised, and was surprised to hear hig
friend thus address his intimidated ae-
ditor : — ¢ Mr, Lacket, it is quite im-
possible for me to lend myselt to this af-
fair, which I should be domq, if I al-
lowed sach a dishonourable plar! to be
executed by the daughter of any man;
— but Mr?Barlow is a man I know, and
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respect ; — and, before I make any pro-
inise to you, you must'give me your word
of honour to prosecute this affair no far-
ther. I am no stranger to your disgrace-
tul leagtie*with Miss Fenning; and I can-
didly assurt you, I shall ‘cause a strict
eye to be kept over you ‘woth : — the
wholé Shall be brought to light,—and the
bonid you have so scandalously passed

between you brought before a court of

Sustize, i€ there is, for the future, the
slightest intercourse between you.”

Mr. Lacket stood aghast,—- his nerves
were none of the strongest ; — and the
mengion of Miss Fenning’s bond, and a
court of justice, made his teeth chatter
with apprehension.

~-How it was pdssible for any one to get
to the knowledge of all these things, sur-
i)assed his comprehension, — and, assist-
ed by the time of night, the gloomy dark-

ness of* the place, and the, agitation of

spirits, we are not quite sure if he did
not take bim for some supernathral agent.
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¢ Sir,” said he, * I would very readily
promise what you lesire, if I should be
the only sufferer. At first, I confess,

Miss Barlow’s money was my attraction ;
now, however, I would willingly sell half
my days, to pass the other half with her ;
—and I ha'e every reason to believe
the attachment mutual ; — but I will
give you my honour, that I will make
her acquainted with my real situation,
which I have long wished to do, bzt I
wanted resolutxon and she shall be the
arbitress of my fate.

+ ¢ My mother brought me up as a gen-
tleman, — the first of that line in the fa.
mily, — but without any apparent means
of support. — I tried to earn a little by
my pen ; but it was héavy labour and’
scanty existence. I supposed, if I mar-
ried Miss Barlow, her father, who is
dotingly fond of her, wohild not with-
hold his forgiveness, and that he:might
place me in som¢ way of business ; — for
indeed thefe is no labour I would shrink
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trom, if by it I could support her in
comfort. Nobody can tell the hours of
painful dejection I have passed, when
contemplating the step I was to take.”

« If these are really your sentiments,”
returned Mr. Fanshaw, ¢ they do you
more honour than I gave you credit for ;
and perhaps it may be in my power to
assist you, if you act towards me with
‘openness and integrity. Call upon me
-to-mprrow morning, and I will talk to
you farther.”

He then gave him his card; and at
that moment he was pleased to find John.
Harding entering the watch-house, and
with him the gentleman who had lost his
snuffbox, who happened to be a friend
“of his: — and as he proved to the attend-
ing constable, that neither of the gentle-
men was the delinquent who had rifled
his pocket, thyy were set at liberty.

Mr. Fanshaw pledged himself for Mr.
Lacket’s appearance, when necessary,
and he was released also; wnd he felt
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satisfied of the honour of his intentions,
when he said, ¢ ¥ know not what to do
with my luggage : — it contains all I
have ir the world, and a trunk of Miss
Barlow’s. If, sir, you would favour me
by taking charge of it, — for I have now
no place to eake it to, — I shall feel very
grateful.’ N
The two friends got into a co&ch
twhich the provident John had provided ;
and were no sooner seated, ’than-~Mr.
Trevillyan began — ¢ I confess, my dear
Fanshaw, Ithought you quite a Quixote
when first you took your young spark to
task ; for if the girl fbves him, ang,her
father has too much.money, 1 don’t see
why he should not help her to spend it :
— but I knew nothing of the bond !
How, in the name of fortune, did you
find that out 7’ _
¢ I'never found out any thing of the
matter,” answered Mr. Fanshawy ¢ but
it would be very hard, if, with the assist-
ance of our observant:friend John, and a
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little knowledge of the world, a lawyer
may not.draw his own ioferences. I
concluded, that Miss Fenning knew her
own interest much too well te dmsqualify
herself «for the line she is in, merely for
the pleasure of match-mdking. . Thewe
must, then, be an agreemnt between
them, ~-and so you see it has happened.”
@1 give you credit for a lawyer’s
brain,” said his friend ; * but pray what
do ycu mean to do with your spark ?*
. I cannot exactly determine, until I
see more of him and his abilities. At
any rate, I feel happy in rescuing an:
innocent girl from the clutches of that
infamous jade, -and a beggar. If be
proves worthy, and there is soffiething of
henesty about him, perhdps I may get
him employment,. and become a match-
maker.— Perhaps youthink me romantic:
—~— very likelyi' am ;—but we: shall see.”
At this time, they arrived in Albemarle-
street ; and great was Mr. Trevillyan’s
surprise to find Mrs. Barclay yp, and
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anxiously looking out for them, — a nice
fire prepared, and®refreshments laid out.
He made many apologies for the trouble
he had vcoasioned her.

¢ Trouble, sir!”’ said she;® <1 only
wish you had been so good to’infcrm me
at first who®it was reccommended you
here. 1 feel quite shocked that ahy ope
coming from Colonel Desburgh, should
be one hour in my house without receiv-
in; every attention it is in my'power to
bestov.  But for that man, I should
have becn a beggar, —and worse than
sthat, infamy would have been attached
to me. Oh, sir "’ addefl she, with great
emgotion, ¢ upon God’s earth there steps
not such ‘another creatare!-— Another
time, gentlemédn, you fust allow me
the pleasure of speaking of him: at
_ present, you mist be far’ ‘gued. Pray let
me help you.” : i .

While, our_friends were comforting
themselves with the good things before
them, John'Harding was in the room;

VQL. I. MY ,
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50 .they repressed their curiosity on one
subject to indulge it :n another, and en-
quired of John how he came to look for
them in so very unlikely a place to find
them ?

John said he had waited up very pa-
tiently, until long after Mr. Trevillyan’s
usual time of returning, when he became
uneasy, and determined to sally forth in
quest of him. He went up stairs to call
the ~ervaut to rise and let him in when he
returned ; and the noise he made in so
doing, had disturbed Mrs. Barclay, who
being informed of his anxiety, imme-
diately rose herself.

John went to Mrs. Mordant’s houge,
_where no light appearing in the hall, he
""concluded they were all gone to bed ; —
he even rang and rapt at the door, but
no notice was taken of it. | He then went
to Lincoln’ 8\ jInn, and learnt fiom the
porter at the gate, that Mr. Fanshaw was
not retirned to his chambers; and this
lessened his apprehensions; — for he
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thought if they were not separated, they
were equal to any thing they could meet
with. So he went home again, and was
invited to Mrs. Barclay’s parlour, — an
honour he had never before rectived.

He sat himsélf down in a distant chair,
and began again to express his anxieties
for his master; and desirous of show.mg
his consequence, and the footing he was
upon with the .gentlemen, recounted
their visit to Southampton, — .»pokﬁ of
the characters they met there, and
amongst the rest, of, Colonel Desburgh.
® At this name, Mrs. Barclay became
impatient to know if it was the same-she
knew. Finding that it was, and that he
had recommended them to her house,
she expressed hér vexation at not having
known it earlier; and now became as-
,interested for his master ag John could be.

The clock had struck twb some ume,
when she recollected there was a'mas.
querade that night, and suggested the
probabiligy of their going there.

- M 2
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John fancied they would not have
gone, without letting him know some-
thing of their intentions; but he set off
once more, to reconnoitre at the-entrance
of thé rooms. He had not been there
long ere he was joined By Mr. Lacket’s
sarvant, whom he knew at'Southampton.
They entered into conversation, and the
man told him that he had that evening
been discharged by his master ; that he
kriéw ke was to be at the masquerade,
with a post-chaise to take him, (and, he
strongly suspected, one Miss Barlow, ) off;
— for that there was another pair of
hexses ordered to wait at the outside of
the town for them: He bad stationed him-
self there on purpose to cafch a glance

“of his proceedings ; buf feared they had
taken some other door, as he had seen
nothing of\ them, * Jut,” gdded he,
« I think I Yaw Mr. Fanshaw being con-
ducted to the watch-house, on suspicion
of picking-a gentleman’s pocket, just
now. Icannot be certain it was him, for
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I only saw his side face. — A4 one time 1
was thinking of follbwing him, and that I
might get a fee for identifying him at
the wateh-house; but I did not-like to
lose the last sight of my mastér,*for he
has been a very’ good friend t8 me, and
I'm sure I héhrtily “wish ‘he may. succeed
in life ;" — but I might asmlrw
gone > “

This was enough for John, who cone
trived to give him the slip. He Son
overtook two gentlemen, and heard ome
of them regretting the loss of his magni-
ficent snuff.box, a present from a-very
valued friend. B

oJohn accosted him; - and said he
strongly suspected his master and- an-.
other gentleman were taken up on susph
cion, and werp now detained at the.
, watch-house. |

At first, * they appeare‘ to- suppose
some trieck was intended them { but
John had lived too long with his master
not to have fmbibed some of his manners.-

M3 *
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His look, therefore, of haughty integrity
assured the gentlemen, who were then
on the road to the place of detention,
having heard that the supposed thief
was taketi,

They asked the name of the gentle-
man ; and when John answered, his
mgster was Richard Trevillyan, esquire,
of Eldrington, in the county of Hants,
he despised their ignorance, at not
knowing a character which he had
always becn taught to suppose so po-
pular.

They somewhat retneved their credit,
howeyer, when one of them declared he
knew Mr. Fanshaw well, and was ex-

_ceedingly sorry to have caused him the
srightest inconvenience. *

John saw a coach uron the stand;
and as it was a damp mqrning, desired
the man to ollow bim with it. Our
frienas commended his | forethought ;
and it was near five o clock when they

separated.



visit in Sloane-street A& was vl
informed that theig house hagiilee
tempted by thie\'és; that tUi
vant, who slept below, haf
heard «them attempting the
about three &’clock ; and thy

threatening them, that they qgite:
The ladies were much surpjs
amusement Mr. Trevillyan sé
derive from an incident so trol N
ing; but they heartily Jomed ig f

sisted in keeping himself quite q\net and
unseen.

He then toll them the history of his
night’s adverzlre ; and hjghly amused
his hearers by them, anq by .the scene
of the eonfegsion of their quondam ac-
quaintance, Mr. Lacket, of whom our
ladies weré rather inclined to think fa-

. M4 .



it the mayriage of Miss Den-
Reverend pharles« Reynolds,

rector. je place ih Gloucestershire.

They ed theirf;plea: ure at- hear-
ing it th’oy allf agreed that she
was t M\deservihg of the sisters.

, with great enthusiasm

themselves to Mrs, Barc]ay,
he expected to hear more of
the old feteran.
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CHAP. XIL

Of ler that loved him with such excellence,
That when tiie greatest stroke of treachery fell,
It strdck her to the heart. Yet dying, *

She forgave. 2

He;ry virr,
An Episode.

AN

ThE friends found themselves very com-

fortably seated in Mrs. Barclay’s patlour;
' and when the tea things were removed,

she began — ¢ I requested the pleasare of’
your company this evening, gentlemen,

for the satisfaction of speaking of a cha-.
racter who mubt interest every one wlho

knows him ; a%d who 18, as far as my

knowledge of Ithe world gces, quite un-

equalled. But in speaking®of him, T am

obliged to trouble you with more &f my

own concerns than may bc amusing to

you. Iudeed, in my life there have been

.
M D
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only short gleams of brlghtness ; —the
sunshine was soon overclouded by blasts
of affliction : but I wil] make it as short
as possible 't

« My brother, my sistér, and myself,
were the children of Colonel Robertson,
of the Guards. My mother Was a woman
ofwhigh birth and connections, — all of
whom she disobliged by her marriage ;
but: she was independent, and her large
fortufie was at her own disposal. Like
many others, and in opposition to all her
friends, she rejected.the idea of a set-
tlement, and used the old phrase,
« Where 1 give my hand, I give my
purse.””  They set off in great style, ard
Jdived to the utmost extent of their in-
come ; — they advanced in progressive
expense, —and each year added some-
thing to their former extravagance.

« In the course of six years they had
three children ; my mother was much too
gay for the duties of superintending the
nursery. We were left entirel; to the
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care of a servant, who, luckily for us,
supplied her place, as far as she could,
with kindness and, assiduity. We seldom
saw oul parents morc than once a day,
so numerous were their engagements;
but ny mother’s* health fell’a sacrifice
to such constant dissipation. She died
when I was eight years of age.—.My
father was greatly distressed, and con-
soled himself .by interesting himself
about his children. .

¢ I was thg eldest girl, and as he was an
accomplished man, he took much pains
in inproving me, — but this was of short
duration. His habits of dissipation were_
too fixed to overcomre; ‘he returne'd to
the gay world, and two yeazs after mare,
ried a great beauty, vel‘y slenderly pfo-
vided for, whp brought him another
famlly ina few years, to his great annoy-
ance. He'was ordered absoad, and left
us with our step-mother in a  country
town at the commencement of the war ;

but the dufness of this place was ill cal-
. M6 .
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culated to her spirits, and love of admi-
ration ; so she left us under the care of
our good servant, and an excellent go-
verness, who watched over us with the
most exemplary tenderness; and joined
a gay party to Brighton, and we never
saw her afterwards. For upon my father’s
retugn. with advanced rank after an ab-
sence of two years, he found she had
chosen another protecter. Rage took
possession-of his mind,— he pursued the
fugitives, who fled to Scotlaud upon the
first news of his approach,—and, unmind-
ful of his helpless children, he challenged
his rival — fought— and fell.

« I was instantly sent for by his deo
gire; for my brother, who was two years
my senior, had cntered thé service, and
was abroad. I immediate'y set off, at-
tended by our good servarit, whom our
governess insisted should accompany me,
although .it greatly inconvenienced her.
We travelled without resting, until we
reached ®im in an hotel at Edirburgh.
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We found him perfectly collected, but
quite aware of his own danger.

« By the side of his bed sat Major, now
Colonelr Desburgh, who was at that time
quartered in the place. He had attended
my fither with ‘extreme kindness, de-
voting every hour he could spare from
his military duties to bis chamber : .and
it was quite astonishing to see a man,
brought up from his earliest infaney in
a camp, thinking of the most trifling cir-
cumstance which could amuse or alle-
viate the pain of his fri¢nd.

« Upon my arrival, many ladies of this
truly hospitable nation, interested no
Coubt by my forlorn sitiiation, came to
offer us every kindness and assistance in
their power. (One widow lady, a Mrs.
Lock, a greb, favourite with Colonel
Desburgh, and indeed with 2very one who
knew her, treated me with- maternal
tenderness. '['here were also many officers
who vigited my poor father’s chamber.
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Captain Barclay had never let a day pass
without attending him.
¢ I wished much to remove him to pri-
vate lodgings. — Alas! that was impos-
sible, he' died five weeks after my arrival,
leaving me at the age of eighteen in
a land of strangers, without | protectlon
« My kind Mrs.Lock, however, took me
to hel own house ; where, with the assist-
ance of her three amiable daughters,
nearlyof my own age, and of her bro-
ther, whohad lately arrived from the East,
I was consoled and preated with un-
bounded hospitality.
“ I was too young to take any active
'ma"r'iagement in my father’s affairs, — and
indeed knew nothing of them ; but Ma-
jor-Desburgh hag been ad nitted to his
confidence, and arranged a,l things with
him. We missed him for sope time, and
found that good man had asked leave of
absence, merely to attend to our concerns.
~« He placed'the second family among
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their mother’s relations; and then wait.
ed upon our high maternal connections,
to try to interest them in our behalf’;
they, however, declined the least inter-
ference, as she had by her niarriage to-
tally dlienated hefself from tHem.

« Six thousand pounds was all the re-
sidue of my mother’s large fortune, and
this was divided between her three
children. My father’s patrimony consist-
ed of a small estate, which was soid for
the second family.

« Mrs. Lock would not hear of my
leaving her; and her kind brother se-
conded her invitation with so much bene-
~olence, that I accepted it, and passed
six months most happily in this charming
family. . .

« Captain Jarclay had been a constant
visiter here ; but as this hospitable man-
sion was dpen to many of the military,
and to him before I knew ther, I did
not immediately suppose’ 1 was the at-
traction. He soon after offered me his
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hand, and with the sanction of Colonel
Desburgh, we were married from Mrs.
Lock’s house, he giving me away; and
shortly afterwards it was concerted be-
tween these two, to surprise me with the
presence of my sister and Mrs. Whitaker,
our cxcellent governess.  Most happy
was th~ meeting; Mrs. Whitaker soon
procured a veryadvantageous situation in
Edinburgh, — and we were all as happy
as possible. — Alas! it was of short du-
ration, — my dear husband was ordered
abroad, with his superior officer, Major
Desburgh ; and the very first accounts 1
. recelved brought me the sad news of my
Henry’s death in’ the field of battle.

¢« This was communicated to me with
all “the affectionate tenderness such a
calamity allowed, for it was the Colonel’s
pen that wrote it; — he called me his
child, and assured me of his paternal
regard.’ One could hardly think it pos-
sible so much delicacy and gentleness

could belong to so rough an exterior.
10
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Mrs. Lock and our good Mrs. Whitaker
were our comfortess.

“ We continued to live in Edinburgh
for foursyears ; we were noticed by the
first society ; and I had somewhat reco-
vered .my defection, We were intro-
duced, at th® house of one of our most
respectable acquaintance, to a Captain
Langton. *

« My sister Helen was beautiful as an
angel ; shie attracted universal agiiifstion,
was all life .and animation, and abso-
lutely the pet of gur society. She had

» refused many good offers, and seemed to
have no wish on earth, but to enjoy those
hjessings she possessed. - -

« It was an evil hour when first Captain
Langton declajed himselkher lover ; —he’
was too hands me, too elegant to be un.
successful. Besndes, she saw him the idol of
all her'young acquamtance'. It was con-
sidered an honour to dance with him, and
he well knew his copsequetice. She yield-
ed herse]ffp, with all the ardour of her cha-
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racter, to this attachment,and he became
equally devoted. Gréat then was their
dismay at the removal of his regiment ;
and as Helen would be of age next
month, it ‘was agreed that we should
go to London, where che- mamage was
to take place.

“ I wrote all this to Colonel Desburgh
as soon as I knew it, and begged him to
enquire the character of Captain Lang-
ton; wnd said, that unless he wrote any
thing to the contrary, thg ceremony
would take place in London, and men-
tioned where he was to direct to me there.

¢ Langton preceded us, and took lodg-
ings ‘fur us in Nosfolk-street, and the
meeting was very -affectionate. Still I
could not help thinking him changed.
He appeared to have a_good -deal of
business on his hands, and jn & morning
he looked nervous and ill.: When I
questicaed bim, he said London never
agreed with him. .

# Two days preceding that appointed
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for the marriage, he appeared in great
agitation ; he said .there was a majority
now to be sold, but although he had
large estates in Treland, he could not
command ready money enough, for the
purchase : hessaid, too, thatgf he could
procure it,®it would secure him from
leaving England for some years. This
was, he knew, the first of aur wishes. 1
had my two thousand settled on myself,
and Captain Langton had’ premised
Helen’s should be done so too; but this
want of re:;dy cash averturncd all our
measures.

¢« Helen, with unsuspecting confidence,
instantly and generously offered heriig: "
ney. Alas! this, he said, was not enough; I
also offered to lend five {undred pounds ;
and as there 'was no time to sell out of
the funds, whxch I could not do without
a power af attomey from Edinburgh, I
borrowed the money of an officey, who
readily advanced if. This was “all given
to him’the day before the marriage. He
Jeft us ear]y in the morning, saying, that
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as he had a great deal of business to
arrange, he could not-see us again till
eight o’clock next morning, when he de-
sired we should be in readiness. The
time came, but he came not with it:—ten
— eleven twelve o’clock,"and no bride-
groom. My sister, who nevér for an in-
stant doubted his integrity, possessed her-
self with the idea of his illness —a fit —
or some accident — and her distress was
extrenre. We sent to the Hummums, and
learnt that he had not been there that
night, and that his lodgings had just
been paid off by another gentleman.

« My sister’s agitation now became
“intenst: The officer from whom I had
borrowed the five hundred pounds came
to ws, and inforthed us, with great ap-
parent sympathy, that Langton had
passed the whole of the last night at a
gaming house in St. James’s street, and
had lost a considerable sum of money.
In fact, every sixpence we had given
him was gone. He condoled with me —
for Helen appeared insensible to every
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thing, — some time ; and at last told me

that Langton had borrowed so much

from him, that he really had not money

enough for current expenses until my

money could be paid. . e

«c He expressed himself shoeked beyond

measure at® his friend’s treachery ; and
said so’ much about it, that I produced
my little store of cash, which ? had
brought to defray my expenses in town,

and carry me back again té Seotland.

It was my intention to offer him half of
it; but the moment he saw it, he told

me that sum would relieve him from

great embarrassment s and took hold of
Jit with more eagerpess.than I #kuughit
consistent with the situation we were in :

but my spirits were exer:sted. My sister

spoke not, moved not, but sat a perfect
image of despair. Iu short the man left

us, ad topk with him all we were worth.

Two duys afterwards Helen recgived a

letter from 'Langton ; but I have no pa-

tience:to'recouuf his poor cowardly at-
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tempts to implore her forgiveness and
extenuate his conduct. ~

¢« After we had been in this situation
a week, our landlady presented herself
and her*bik ; — we had no means of dis-
charging it? She loaded us with ubuse,
called us swindlers, and uséd dreadful
langua,gje. '

« During this accumulation of distress,
the officer, who was now our only ac-
quainfanceé in town, appeared. — I had
thought his manners very presuming for
the three last visits he paid us; and I
now perceived a smile of exultation on
hiscountenance, the recollection of which
eveli Tiow makes me shudder.

« While with tearsin my eyes I besought
him to procutesus some relief, — ¢« My
angel,” said he, «“ I came for that pur-
pose. I have brought as much money
as, will, I make no doubt, pay.your bills,
and I.will take you away immediately
from this unfeeling woman.”

¢ The air with which he said this, and
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his endeavour to put his hand round my
waist, roused my* utmost indignation.
¢« Sir,” said 1, ¢ I fear of the two — we
should be-much more safe in her pro-
tection than your’s.’ -

¢ I then appealed to her, tdld her who
we were, arl endeavoured to explam to
her, that 1 yet possessed moneLgf my
own, and should be able to get it shortly;
but the inhuman_wretch- very coolly an-
swered, « All I said might be yery’ true
for all she knew ; but she lived by her
lodgings, and if 1 could not pay a week,
it was less likely I could pay a fort-
night.”” A strong suspicion now arose in
my mind of a collusion between them’ we
were quite at his mercy, and this idea over;
powering me, 1 sunk mta\a'seat senseless.

The pretended friend had brought a
coach to the door, and had ordered my
trunks' to be’ put into it; and he pro.
posed himself to carry me to its My
sister had remamed in a state of perfect
torpor €ver since the first knowledge of
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our disaster; but seeing our property
carried off, and perceiving the dreadful
state I was in, she rushed wildly down
stairs and vehemently protestod they
should «not go, placing herself between
the trunks and the doer. ,

«“ At this moment Coloncl Desburgh
entered. the house, pale, dirty, and worn
out “with fatigue. I sprung to him,
caught him round the neck, and the
next instant knelt at his fect, in thank-
fulness to the Almighty for our deliver-
ance. Our supposed friend, seeing a very
unwelcome intruder in the Colonel, slunk -
off ; but ashe went he whispered, « You’ll
b€ sugood to remember the five hundred
pounds. I'shall take the liberty of pre-
ser.ting your uoie of hand for it.”’
. * As soon as he was gone, the landlady
observing the dismay of her principal,
altered her tone, and very humbly retired.

¢ When alone with the Colonel, my
first impulse was to get him some refresh-
ment. He had not received my letter till
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long after the date: he only stayed to state
vhe case to the gemeral officer, (the very
same who soon after left him a large for-
tune,) and then travelled night and day,
merely taking such food as he: cculd pro-
cure while he changed horses: The Ge.-
neral had cunfirmed other accounts of
the dissblute character of Langton; and
our old friend flattered himselt hé yet
might be in timc to save Helen.

« His first question on enterif the
house was ¢Is she married? ¢ Thank
God,’ said he, as 1 whispered a negative.
v While taking such refreshment as
I could offer him, I told him all our,
adventures without reserve: hé rose
in the midst of it, strodc "about. the
room, stamped, and swore the only
oath I ever heard from his mouth. He-
then blamed me very severely for my
culpable simplicity, and turned quickly
round to reprimand my poor sister; but
his anger was.soonvtumed fo grief, —he
saw her reclined on the sofa without

VOL. I N
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any sign of life< he flew, to her, pressed
her to his bosom, called her his own dear
child, and absolutely wept over her.

% The exertion she used in praventing
the removal of our trunks, the sight of
our guardiin, and therrecital of our dis-
appointment, was too much ‘tor uer. She
had taken no nourishment, and when she
did sleep she started from it in ay, .y.

“The Colonel paid off our lodg-
ings,“&c, &c. and took us to the house
of an old servant of his, vzho was some
years married ; and to whom he had lent
money to commence business. We were.
attended with gheat kindness by thesc
peo"ﬁl’é but we soon lost our generous
benefactor ; he was obliged tc join his
régiment. H'e}‘l'ad tried to institute a law-
suit against Captain Langton; but we
had been se unsuspecting that we had
no sort. of acknowledgment tor our
moncy ; and even if we had, what was to
bé recovered from a gamester? and such
an abandoned manas he was!*—our money
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was gone irretrievably, Would to Heaven
that /kat was my gnly loss, but my angel
sister declined daily.’

“ I used every exertion to divert her
mind from her sad affliction, ,byg all her
liveliness had forspken her ; and after six
months of censtant watching, I had the
gricl teesee her expire in my arms.

¢« Oh! could the wretch have Seen her
at thai moment, I think it must have
awakened him to repentance; hewever
hardened le was in villainy.

« Had het fortitude equalled her pa-

, tient meekness, she might yet have been

spared to me; but her heart and her
spirit seemed absolutely. brokens and’
though she was sensible to every kind-
ness shown her, yet her thoughts and her °
hopes seemed to have taken flight to
another and a bétter world, to which she

' appeared alreally to belong, and to which

I am persuaded she most anxipusly
prayed to go. The happiest smile, in-
deed the only ont I had seen on her

N 2 .
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pale face since her desertion, was when
she was told how shart her days would
be here. And severely as she felt her in-
dignities, she never uttered a reproach
towards Lgngton. Indeed she studiously
avoided hig name. e .

« Colonel Desburgh had- empowered
me to ‘draw upon- his banker *for any
money T might want, for I believe he
thought the sad expericnce I had lately
suffered would cffectually deter me from
heing capable of future folly. T spared
no expensc for the comfort or health of
my loved sister. After her decease, it
was necessary for me to seck some me-
“thod-cf supporting myself, and of remu-
nerating my benevolent friend.
T My Edinkurgh friends wrote me
_pressing inviwations; but that place
waould recall so much of lost happiness
to my mind that I could not go taere,

« The people with whom the Colonel
had placed me recommended my furnish-
"ing a house with my money, and letting
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lodgings at such high terms as might
prevent improper® people coming to me.
"This being vacant I took it.

¢ Wheli my benefactor heard what I
had done, and how anxious 4 was to re-
comptnse hm’i in® the only way 1 could ;
and that 1 Was paying him regularly the
interest of what Ihad use(; of hlg money,
I learnt that he had given instructions to
his banker, that.all sums whaEever that I
should pay, should be invested®in my
name, in the same stock where the re-
mains of my own little property was
lodged. The Colonel had also, when he
was last with us, recofnmended his banker,

oto me to manage +ny little stock ; and
while T thought I was furmshmg Ry
house upon my own meats, 1 found thgr
nntouched, for he had ordered it shounld
be so.

« My house became mych resorted to,
and I am cpabled to choose my4odgers,
and’to spare something to my half sisters,
someaf whom have been unfortunate, M y

N 3
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brother has been with his regiment, the
seventy-eighth, in India for many years;
and has been prosperous. I fear, gentle-
men, I have said too much of myselr'in this
little hisiory, but it was unavoidable, T
have not mentioned the name of the
officer who behaved so dlsgracefq]ly, be-
cause hﬂ,proved to be'a distant relation
of my own, and I believe, when he found
it out, he was heartily ashamed of it.”

Our triends professed themselves very
much pleased with the interzst and sim-
plicity of her narrative, and then informed
her of Colonel Langton’s subsequent
.marriage with Mrs. Davenport ; and as
much ‘as they knew of their being mu-
tually taken in. But Mrs. Barclay could
not be amused w1th any specimens of his
ill conduct.

Though some years had passed since
these distressing events, the récollection
was stili fresh in her memory : and not
beingquite so placid ag her qqmted sis-
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ser, she said she could never hear his
name with Christn forgiveness.

The next day the gentlemen break-
fasted together, and after it they began
to speak of Miss Mordant and Miss De-
lavals Mr. Panshaw expressed his affec-
tion for thd latter in such strong terms,
that Mr. Trevillpan said he wished he
would make his proposals to hef ; nd as
he doubted not_but that he should be ac-
cepted by Miss Mordant, he shauld like
the two cejemonies to be celebrated on
the same day ; and after some little con-
sultation and discussion, it was agreed
that they should do %o.

o Mr.Trevillyan, however, wasiot qmte
s0 confident as he wished o appear. It
was true Miss Mordatﬁ did not deny "his
visits, which, were daily, — sometimes”
even twice a day ; but she would never
take' them to herself, — he.could very
seldom meet with her alone wand she
was partzcularly careful to let him
suppqse "she always looked upon him as

N 4 .
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her mother’s or her brother’s visitor,
There was no study to'please him, — no
wish to interest him about herself: on
the contrary, when there were young la-
dies present, she generally contrived to
engage him ‘with them. - g

It may be supposed that this conduct
was not likely to fascinate a man of Mr.
Trevillyan’s selfish character ; — but she
paid na attention to any other, although
she was"uniyersally followed and admired.
He saw too that there were two gentle-
men, the one richer, and the other high-
er in rank than himself, who were much
captivated with her.

He s& out then, half doubtful of suc-
cess, to Sloane-street, and had the good
fortune to learn that Mrs. Mordant was
o,

The servant. appeared to  expect he
would go away; but he asked for the
young ledy, and was shown tp the draw-
ing-room, where he found her employed

with.her pencil.
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He seized the opportunity, and ag.un
renewed his offer. 1

She did not affect surprise, but vo-
ceived it with the same calmness as che
would have done, had her bryother sent
her a present ¢f & new work#table, or a
chess-board.

She told him she knew nobody she
preferred to him, and if this pref'erence
would satisfy him, she was willing to ac-
vede to his intreaty ; while she' gave
him fully to pnderstand, that her regard
for him partook of" none of that enthu-
siasm which accompanied her first attach-
nent. — She was sure’ no being of this
world could ever again excite that.

He accepted the terms with gratetul
pleasure, and soon afier Mrs. Mordant,

vame in. tooe :

Mr. Trevill yan imparted to her the na-
ture of their conversation, and she did
not withhold her thorough satlsfacuon on
the occasnon

Company coming in disturbed this in-

. NS .
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teresting theme; and a3 they appeared
to have no idea of spéedily moving, and
as he was too much elated with his suc-
cess to join in ordinary topics, e took
his leave. -

Mr. Famshaw had been equal.y, in-
deed much more affectionatel y received.
Miss Delaval candidly confessed that
she had loved him almost from the first
evening of their meeting ; but that sup-
posing he would look for birth and for-
tune, she had never dared te construe his
attentions into any.thing more than
friendship; and although she found these"
more dear to her each day, yet she had
carefilly guarded against showing it.

. He proposed an early day for their
,unfon, but"she said she had so many
things to"arrange, that it could- not be
under two months ; but she, with guile-
less simplicity, assured him, that she
would throw no unnecessary impediments
in the way.
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CHAP. XII

* - Who may notsbe crushed withea plot ?
Ails Well that Ends Well,

A Match in Danger. — An E.z'p;osw'e.

I was not until the next morning that
our friends had the opportunity of
informing each other of their success.
Mr. Trevillyan saw his companion in
such high spirits at the flattering man-
ner in which his proposal was received,
that he did not choose to confess that *
his had been less a.cceptable : so he did
not repeat the conversation which pass-
ed between Miss Mordant and himself, *
but merely stated that his answer was
in the affirmdtive ; and Mr. Fanshaw was
too much engrossed with his own affairs,
to be very ilquisitive.
He was now, like Colonel Desburgb,
N 6
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while contemplating a similar event,
always making memozandums in his
pocket-book ; but these differed from
those, inasmuch as his memory was
called upon to think of every thing
which could add to the .omfort. and
happiness of his chosen. But he made
no parade of all this;— and from the
little Le ‘ever said of Darlington, Mr.
Trevillyan had no reason to supgose it
any thiog out of the common way,
whereas in fact it was a very beautiful
gentleman’s seat ; fortunately it was re-
cently put into very thorough repair —
but it was fitted up for a bachelor rather
than a married man.,

He was now therefore very busy in
selecting all <hings which it wanted;
and this occupied his time and attention
so much, that he had little leisure for
Mr, Trevillyan, who revenged himself
sipon Miss Mordant, with whom he pass-
ed must of his time.

One morning when he was reading

7
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some travels to ber while she worked,
there was a deccription of a landscape
and cascade, which she said she had
lately drawn, and would like to compare
it with the book. She rose and fetched
a portfolio, from which she took the
drawing o question. When she had
done with it, Mr. Trevillyan took it
from her, admired it exceecingly, and
said how much her drawings would grace
the saloon of Lldrington, and that he
would have them all elegantly framed
for that purpose.

She allowed him to amuse himself by
looking over the cther contents of the
portfolio, and quietly went on with
her work. He had nearly gone through
it, when a nicely executed small picture,
of a very handsome ycung man, present:
ed itsell to his view. A gualm of’ jealohsy
ana renewed aversion to the Iortescue
family darted across his mind—he had no
deubt of ‘the fact: it was a likeness of
Henry, drawr. by Miss Mordant from
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memory. Turning to her with an ex-
pression of countenanee which spoke
much more than his words, he said,
« These things, madam, will not, I hope,
belong to. Mrs. Trevillyan.”

Surprised by the stern tone of his
voice, she looked up to see tht accasion
of it, and then instantly returned, —
« Certainly not, sir;” but her deep
sigh did not escape his observation. —
¢ Mrs. Trevillyan will, T hope, do her
duty in every state of life she may be
placed in: but,” added she, with the
warmth of injured feeling, ¢ if you have
the smallest doubt on the subject, my
carnest advice is, to be very cautious
whom you invest with that name and
dignity.” v o

She rose as ske spoke, and her fine
figure lost none of its grace by the up-
right attitude she assumed; and "her
face nove of its beauty, by the height-
ened colour and animation with which
she spoke. Mr, Trevillydn felt' her su-
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periority, his heart acknowledged it,
although not meuch addicted to the sin
of humility.

Ho confessed his error, and begged
forgiveness ; but Miss Mogdant was
distressed. * She had hitherto considered
him a goBd-tempered man, but the sud-
den alteration wf his counténance had
shaken her faith in this viftue. His
jealousy too upon a point where she had
been so very unreserved, :alaﬂmed'her,
and she thought no time so good as the
present for an ¢xplanation.

Possibly too she had a faint hope of
frightening him fidm the engagement ;
she therefore again went over the ground
of her attachment to Henry Fortescue ;
assured him, that althdugh she bad lost
him for ever, yet htr memory dwelt
with fond affection upon every thing
which related to him; that certainly if she
married hjm, she would “conscientiously
perform her duty ; yet-she besought him
to laok'elsewHere for one who could re-
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turn his attachment with the warmth he
deserved. At any rate, ghe recoramend-
ed that they should postpone their mar-
riage for at least two years, which would
allow him time to see others — and her
to recover frgm the disappeintment of
blasted happiness. ¢

It is very possible, thaf had she 1aken
a course exactly opposite to this, — had
she vowed that her affection for him
now. surpassed that she had felt for
IIenry, — had she appeared anxious for
the union — our hero would have hesi-
tated. As it was, hOWGVEl, he was so
tull of contrition and compunction for
having fok an instant offended her, that
she had no pretence for withdrawing
herself from the.engagement ; she there-
jore reluctantly dorgave him, and the
bridal preparatigns went on.

She was not, however, at a1l satisfled,
and spoke to ber mother and brother
npon li?he subject; but here she got k-
tle sympathy, they were both strenuous
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advocates for the match— and she sub-
mitted. o

Mr, Fanshaw had’ not forgotten Mr.
Lackes, who had been punctual in wait-
ing upon him according to the.appoint-
ment~ he entered very unreservedly into
the. state Of his affairs and situation;
and his patron feund himself in much
better humour with him than hesdared
to hope.

The only topic upon which ady diffi-
culty arose, was the giving up of the
bond between him and Miss Fenning;
but this was insisted upon so perempto-
rily, that at last it was yielded. Mr.
Jacket had paid every debt e owed
previously to his intended elopement.

It appearcd that he had%ived witk the
utmost frugality —he wiote a neat and
expeditious hand, and unglerstood most
of the modern languages. . Mr, Fanshaw
was satisfied with the modesty with,which
he spoke of his acquirements, and the
rectitude of his senitiments : he gave him
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also many very respectable names of
persons who knew him, and these had
attested his worth and his talents. .

- Mr. Fanshaw, after all this catition, felt
assured of him, and gave him an introduc-
tion to a friend high i office under go-
vérament. He passed a sort of exarin-
ation very creditably, and was made an
under-sedretary. -

Mr. Fanshaw then wrote to Mr.
Barlow; requesting the pleasure of seeing
him at his chambers the next morning,
a request which was’ nunctually attend-
ed to. :

¢ Sir,” said the’old gentleman ypon
his entrance, “ Fm glad you did not de-
sire to see me yesterday, for I could not
‘have done ii*-Tay daughter was mar-
ried yesterday ‘morning, and we were
merry-making.”’ '

- %-Your daughter married!” exclaim-
ed M~ Fanshaw, « I'm very much sur-
prised ; and I'm soryy to have giveil you
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unnecessgry trouble, for it was about her
that I wished to $peak to you.”

« Mdeed!” exclaimed Mr. Barlow ;
«« why; sir, you did not mean to marry
the girl yourself, did yous because,”
added he, flitteted by his own sugges-
tiol, if the wind sits that way, I have
another at your Yervice.—1I am a plain
man, sir, and don’t like roun8-sbout
ways. I liked you, sir, as soon as I saw
you. I know you have a fine propevty
in Worcestershire ; — a fine county that,
sir, very fine, —~1 and my family went
there the year before last. — We went
to Malvern, I think they ca}l it, a,

*high parcel of mountains' rising sud-

denly out of a very fine rich country

that — but never mind fifat. — Afd 50,
you’ve a mind, to my dalghter, eh ?”

Mr. Fanshaw expresse@ his sense® of
the honoar done him, apd his satisfac-
tion at regollecting that the sue he
meant, could not be his ‘married daugh-
ter, but that —
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¢ ‘Better and better,” interrupted Mur.
Barlow; « take her thén — she’s yours,
and I'll give you t’other twenty.thou-
sand as soon as you please. Zounds! I
don’t krow.whether this will not turn
out'a much ‘better matth, “to my mind,
than the other. To say tr uth, Jden’t
think she likes to ‘see Mer sister married,
and sht no prospect : she has been quite
down in the mouth for some time past,
poor thing! and she’s not an inch be-
hind her sister in looks, provided she
don’t fret.” .

The old gentleman was "so enchanted
_at the idea of marrying his favourite
daughtef so-advantageously, that he ran:
on, without observmg the discourage-
ment of Mr."Fanshaw’s countenance. —
When he paused; however, that gentleman
said, « Suppose, sir, I should give you the
cause of her fretting, and afford you an
insight-of what has been going on under
your ‘roof, would you think me very
officious ?” '
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“ By no manner of means,” replied
the good-natured old man; ¢ if. you
would put me in tht way of mending it,
1 and .my housefiold are bound to thank
you.”

M. Fanshgw then, with as mach kind.
negs as he® could, informed him of the
plot, which he igputed to Miss' Fenning,
and showed him the bond, by 4vhich her
services were to be remunerated by the
sum of two thousand pounds, ffom the
first money he received upon his father-
in-Jaw forgwmg them —or eise to be
paid by insta]ments, from the produce
of any business he was placed in.

Mr. Barlow was in extreme agitation;
and when he heard of the proposed
elopement, he broke “out.into grateful
thankfulness for his timely interference.
He well remembered that Miss Fenning
and *his dadghter went to a dance at
Lady Burford’s; that he' had made an
objection to his horses standmg out so
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late, but that it was over-ruled by his
wife, who said such acau%.intan:es were
not to be got every day, so they went.

- Mr. Fanshay thought this a godd op-
portumty to introduce his scheme, and
he proposed, that if the young man con-
tinued to conduct himself' properly, and
was promoted in the oﬂice, that ho would
consent to the match.

« No, . no,” said the old man, ¢ my
eldest daughter was married yesterday
to a baronét ; it would be quite impos-
sible to propose a beggar to thy other to-
day.”

« If, as I now suppose,” returned Mr.
Fanshaw. ¢ Sir John Neerdowel is your
son-in-law, I fear in point of property
they, are prefty. nearly equal, and in
point of merit, my friend, I am sure, has
the prepondergnce ”

« Why,. it is true,” said-Mr, Barlow,
“ his estate is rather ouit at elbowg, but
twenty thousand pounds, yuu know, is
a nice patch upon those occasions.”
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“ Of course you've taken care to
have her "fortnne, well secured P’ said
Mr. Fanshaw. )

« Why.to tell 'you the tmth, I did
leave something to ‘his “hopogr: the
settlempents wgre ,drawn by a friend of
his in Irelard, by his desire —an agent
who marages his ¢states; and he told me
that when the mortgage was%aid off,
which was fifteen thousand pounds, he
would be enabled to make a setMement
upon his wife. I understand more of
drugget and dowlas than mortgages
and lands, and I believed every thing
was right.”

, “ Then I fear, my dear sir, thé settle.
ment is not worth a farthing,” exclaimed
Mr. Fanshaw.

« How! what the devil¢ not worth a
farthing, O thal’s impossible.”

Mr: Fanshaw then produced the let.
ter which John "had brodght to light,
and giving &t to -Mr. Barlow, said, ]
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fear that letter, although it does not con-
cern you or your family, whl stagger
your good opiniot of Sir John Neer-
dowel, and fully develop the character
of Mrs, Langton.”

Mr. Barlow placed his spectacles with
a trembling hand; he was»shocked at
what he read, — it was evident*3ir John
could,have no affection for his daughter ;
and much as he loved his purse, he loved
ker better : —he wept as he bitterly re-
proached himself for want of caution.

Mr. Fanshaw was not insensible to his
distress, but it was necessary the old
gentleman should- fully comprchend the
delinquency of those around him. When
the first ebullition of his indignation had
subsided, he askdd Mr. Fanshaw’s advice
how to proceed, and said he really had
not the heart to speak of this terrible
affair to his wife. This match had been
her greatest ambition — the first wish she
had. Nor did he know what to dv with
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Miss Fenning, or Mrs. Langton. If Mr.
Fanshaw Would but have the kindness
to accompany him home — for really he
felt quite unequal to the task before him {
— and to meet his poor wife alpne, and to
accuse the ladies; without some friend
to sacond hin, was beyord his power:
whereas, if supposted by so able a rhan
as Mr. Fanshaw, he would exerfhitnself.
Mr. Fanshaw was engaged with Miss
Delaval ; but his benevolence got.thd
better of any, selfish gratifieation. ‘

He wrote his apaology therefore to her,
rand accompanied his old :friend to- his
mansion at Highgate. *

VOL. I.
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CHAP. XIIIL

That deceit should steal such gentle 4hapes, and with
a vn-tuonl vizor hide deep vice.
) Richard IIT.

& ﬁfscovei:y — A Lesson on Betting.

Urox' the arrival of the gentlemen at
Highgate, the master led his guest to the
drawing-room, to introduce him to his
wife, whom they found talking or rather
listening to a bold, handsome, spirited-
looking’woman' with great apparent cu
riosity. He enquired who she was, and
waé answercd by his wife — ¢« Why do
you know, Jokn, this person says, that
she’s the sister of our elegant Mus.
Langton.”

¢ Says!” said the woman, irritated
by the accent laid upon the word —
which certainly implied a doubt, —
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¢ Sure, and so I may.— You say she’s
out, but » don’t believe #hat—so we’re
even there. She served me the same
sauce at, Southampton, and sent me ten
pounds to stop my mouth —=when, twenty
was owing me; but she .said she was
very, poor, ind yet the next week she
gave a ball, as cest I don’t kiow how
many hundred pounds ; — but fbwethirty
pounds is owing me, and, I can tell you,
I shan’t stir a peg till I see her.””  *

There needed little confirmation of
the relationship ; ,her features, though
much more roughly cast, bore a strong
resemblance to the mére feminine coun-
tenance of her sister.. )

Mr. Fanshaw took the liberty of asking,
in a conciliating tone, *ho% * her pro-
perty came to be in her sister’s hands ?”.
for his curiosity was quite sfloat.

«“ Why, §&ir,” replied the woman,
pleased with an opportunity of interest-
ing the company in her behalf, « if you
will only hear me without looking as if

o2 .
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you supposed me an imvpostor, I'll teli
you all about it. — My:sister was younger
than me, and she was called by some
handsomer, —:at least father aad mother
thought so. They were quite proud of
her; and made me a drudge, while she
was to be my lady ; — and, I ritust say. she
teok to it rarely :. she gave herself airs,
and .dressed fine, while I was to do all
the work of the house, dirty or clean;
and she used to flout me if her clothes
was not washed — to be sure the airs she
did give herself! — Sg, thinks I to my-
self, madam, you may wash your own
clothes next time ior me ; for if I work
I’ll be paid. for it. — So she began quar-
relling, and father and mother they took
Becky’s parti—so I went up stairs and
dressed myselfyand out I set ; and before
I came home again, I was engaged to
be an under nurse-maid. Two years
after,.sister went to the play, and sat in
the pit, close to a private box, where there
was an old, gouty man: however he
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‘came to her, and followed her home, and
soon aftér offered to make her his mis-
tress ;, but Beck, she thought if she held
out a litthe, she might get him to marry
her, or at least make her oyn tgrms for
a mistress ; and, sruth, she had not been
at school s(') long for nothing — she be-
haved very clevenly, and soon found her
power. — Father he lectured Mimy when
he found how far he was gone. They say
old fools are the worst of fools and so'it
proved herg, He married her, — 1 was
kept out of the way ; — I suppose they
feared for him to see me; but they
needn’t,— 1 would nédt have touched him
+with a pair of tongs, not I ; —but when
I heard of the marri e, I went to bro-
ther Davenport, and told it who I*was,
and that I had now got . first-rate nur-
sery-place in a family where he visited —
that "my .wiges were twenty guineas,
which I made near thirty-five ; —but as
1 supposed he would not choose to have
his sister 4 servemt in the honse he came
0-8
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to, I thought perhaps he would give me
something independent like. — He asked
how many more claims he was likely to
be plagued with?—so1 told him, no more,
beside father, mother, self, and a few
cousins, — Father and mether is. since
dead, — and she never went'into.mourn-
ing for ’em. — However, Davenport
agreed t® allow me forty guineas per
annum, — I begged hard for fifty; — but
he said, that should be as I behaved, —
-and if I never gave him any trouble : —
then, sir, says I, when you die, what am I
to do then?— He was a good-natured
man, so he burst dbut a laughing — told
me he saw his sister was no fool, and that
he would leave it to me for life. When
he died, my quarter’s payment was just
due; and whenal asked young Da,venpont
for it, he said the w1ll gave it to my sis-
ter, in trust for me.

Just as she finished these words, a
loud rapping at the street-door announ,
ced the arrival of company; and a mo-
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"ment after Mrs. Langton, in a very ele-
gant motning dress, entered hastily.

« [ wastold, ma’atn,” said she, without
looking round hé¥, « that a lady waited
for me— Mrs. Dundas, I suppose; where
is she ? — nog gane, I hopey”

¢ Noinlleed, Beclky,”—Mrs. Langton
had long since dgopped that odious name
for Maria, — ¢ 1 am not gone—; here I
am, Becky, your own sister, lass! come,
give us a kiss.””” Y

The touch of a scorpion could not
have been more distressing to her. She
drew herself back with horror and as-
tonishment. — Youny Barlow was at her
elbow, and she now saw Mn'Fanshaw’
an interested spectator of the scene, and
truth obliges us to say, that we believé
he was not a little gratified with it. ~ °

At that moment, all the vanity of per-
soudl charms sank to nothing ; and glad
would she have been, could the floor
berteath have opened, and hid her for
ever.*—1n any other circumstances, she

o4
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would have devised some means of ex-
tricating herself; here, she waz taken by
surprise, and had nothing to say.— At
last, quite subdued, shemwhispered, «“] ane,
suppose you and I go.into another
room?”’ . C

¢ No, no, Beck,” said the obdurate
dun, « Pm very well contented’ here, I
thank yow ;" and she enjoyed her sister’s
dismay: ¢ I’ve told these gentlefolk my
story, and the business £ came upon; so
now tell ’em yours, and then they will
say which is right, you or me.”

Vexed, mortified, and enraged, our
beauty burst into tears, and rushed out
of the rogm.

« Well, who could have thought it 7"’
said JMrs. Bardow; before the door was
ciosed behind her, — ¢ who could have
thought we should be so imposed upon !
— to see the impudence of some peaple !
—If T did not all aleng take her to be
some high-bred person of fashion !~ or
P'ro surd' I should not have neticed her
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‘as I have done.. My son, Sir John Neer-
dowel ! what will*he say? I do think it
was a most owdaclpus thing, —her putting
herself upén us in this way.”

Young Barlow could not recever his
surprite. He fan¢ied himself desperately
in leve; | and could hardly believe his
own eyes. He went to the window to
hide his emotion. — Mr. Fanshdw,Avhose
curiosity was now quite satisfied,, began
to compassionate the humiliated fan' one,
and advised, her sister to follow her,
which she did. — He then whispered to
Mr. Barlow, that, fearing too many sur-
prises at once may Jistress his wjf’e, he
shought it better to send for Miss Fenning,
and her pupil to his private room, where
they should mecet them, aind acqudint,
Mrs. Barlow with the affair atter dinner. -
'To this proposition his ‘host gladly
assentéd. The gmlt of the governess
was brought home “to her, and exposed
to the" astonished young lady, whp with
many tejrs’ confessed her attachment to

05 .
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Mr. Lacket, but, very ingenuously added,
that, dear as he wag to her, if he was so
dishonourable and ungenerous tc love
her merely for her expected fortune,
she would remain single all her life;
for she never would marvy any other.
Her wan, cheek and swollen eyes Lore
testimony to the strength of her regard
for hir. '

Mr. Fanshaw took a warm interest in
this young lady, from the innocence and
sincerity of her confession. He took
an opportunity of informing her, that
he -thought highly of Mr. Lacket, and
would use all his interest to promote
the match. © Miss Barlow could not im-
. mediately speak, but she turned her eyes
filled with iears upon him, and he felt
fully repaid for his services.

Soon after, she asked him why it was
that she had not heard from her lover?
He cxplained their meeting, and gave
such satisfactory answers, that her pride
was satisfied, and her affection soothed.

i4
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Miss Fenning was paid, and turned
adrift within an kour ; and she was glad
to esgape so easily. '

Dinxner was soon after announced, and
they found an addition to their,party —
Mrs»SamuelsBarlow, the widow of his
brether ; Rer daughter Suky, a pretty,
awkward, uncouth looking éirl; and
her son, the-identical Ned Barfow; whom
his aunt had, at the table at Sopt}\ampton,
compared with the officious Mr. Watson.

There wgre some others at table, but
Mrs. Langton did not make her appear-
ance.

Mr. Fanshaw fouhd himself placed

«between the two mistresses Blrlow : as
soon as dinner was removed to wluch.
Mrs. Samuel did ample jlotice, sht ap-
tacked our hero.

« Mr. I‘anshaw, Sir, ’'m’ mformed that
you Rnow.m¥y nephy, Sir John Neerdowel
—what a handsome man he is ! l— o you
know, they say my son Ned is very like

- 00
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him — I can’t say I see it, — Ned would
not change heads with, him, I"can tell
you that, — the inside lining, I meap, ha !
ha! you understand me—bhe’s very
clever, Sjr! —Twas a hard case, Mr.Fan-
shaw, — me e_nd mine was left very low in
the world. My husband, Sir) kept that
large oil-shop, you myst remember, in
Fetter-lane. At his death, Ned and me
we took heart, Mr. I'anshaw, and kept it
on, —and a a very pretty thing we make
of it: it’s now one of the best shops in
London ; and we’ve the best of sperm-oil,
Sir ;— if you ever burn it, you’ll find your
end in using ours; and we'll take the
trouble. of sending it to your house, to
oblige you. I’ve another son, Mr. Fan-
shaw;— Jack, calied after his uncle there,
who is just sat vp in the attorneying line,
and as sister tells me you belong to the
same genteel purfession yoursclf, may be
you cgn throw a job now and then in
Jack’s way. ’Twould be very kind in
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vou, Mr, Fanshaw ; — Jack’s very secret,
and would be vegy grateful.”

Oy hero made ‘the best answer he
could,,and the ladies retired.

Mrs. Barlow found a notg on the
drawing-roorg table, from Mrs. Langton,
informing®her, that having a little busi-
ness to'transact ip town, she hoped she
would excuge her sudden depertyre.

The two sisters amused themselves by
talking over her * owdacity.” ' ’

Miss Suky fell asleep ; and Miss Bar-
low went to her,own dressing-room, to
ruminate in solitude upon the events of
the ‘morning. ’

In the dining-room Mr.'Fanébaw was
not very much edified, although he pds-
sessed much greater velSatdity of manners
than his friend Trevilljan. He could,”’
upon occasion, bend himself to the soci-
ety he happened to be placed in; gene-
rally extracting' something for amuse-
mertt, and “for gaining a more thorough
knowledge of mankind.



302 THE VETERAN; OR,

- But the nephy, * Ned,” of whom so
much boast had been made, wds so vul-
guly pushiog and familiar, that he fre-
quently required a repulse to keep him
in decent order. He observed a maggot
from a filbert en Mr.Fanshaw’s plate s and
interrupting the conversation, called out,
« Fanshaw, I’ll bet you a gumea my
maggot beuts yours in a race — come,
put it here.”

« 8ir,” céldly. answered Mr. Fanshaw,
with great haughtiness, « I never bet,”

and immediately resumed the convers-
ation,

« Well, that’s so'odd now,” returned
‘Ned ; bat I'm. glad all people “aint of
yéur way of thmkmg Why,” (raising
his voice so as,to o‘verpower every other),
“« ] gained ten gyineas from young Shal-
lowit the day before yesterday ; and T’ll
tell you how I did it. He offered,* the
night before, to stake that sum, that my
dog lecn would not pup as soon as ‘his.
So yesterday morning she took ill. So
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L instantly set off, without staying to wait
the event ; for that would not have been
honotrable ; and, took the bet. I de-
tained +hitn at his shop some time, and
then brought him home, when ,the first
news® we heard 'was, that she had got
tour pups; so I made him pay down the
ten guineas.—~What do you say to that?”
asked he, exultingly looking “for, appro-
bation where he was the least likely to
meet with it. Mr. Fanshaw sat in con-
temptuous silence.

“ Why I say,” said an elderly man from
the lower end of the table, ¢that you're a
clever lad, and no di')ubt will one day be-
come a great man.’

« I'll tell you anothel » 'saul Ned I
had—"

« No, no, Ned,” said\Mr. Barlow, ob-‘
serving the displeasure nlarked on Mr.
Fanshaw’s countenance, * we'll have no
more of your stories ; and if ypu had
stopped before you gave ‘us this, *t would
have been as much for your credit.”
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-~ Ned, however, did not like the hint ;'
or at least was not disposed to'mend by
it. So he turned to his cousin, the ele-
gant Oxonian dandy, and bdisterously
slapping, him on the shoulder, said,
«Why what wwakes you se mwm, my boy—
and, by the way, where is your pink. of
perfection, Madam Langton ? One of the
servanty was telling me an odd story
about her af’ore dinner ; —she that gave
herself so many airs and graces. Miss
Fenmngused tocallher theDapdyzette,—
a vety good name for her : — for my part,
I never saw any of your dandies,” eyeing
his cousin’s dress 3 “‘but Iask myself what
‘they are gwod for: 1 bet you five guineas .
titat Tom Shallowit is dressed more of a
gentleman thats yow’ll find in all Oxford
put together ; and Fanshaw there shall be
the judge.” o

¢ Really, Sir,” said young Bariow,
imitating as nearly as he could Mr. Fan-
shaw’s manner,- « I never bet;”’ and
turned away just as that gentleman had
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‘done ; then suddenly thinking that he
could improve upon the original, he con.
temptuously added «« few gentlemen do,
I believe.”? This' appeared to nettle his
cousin. Mr. Fanshaw rose and left them
to it., '

On entunng the drawing-room, he
found tie two ladies still engaged in
finding out defeots in Mrs.,Langton ;
who, until this day, had none in tﬁe gyes
of Mrs. Barlow." Miss Suky was still
sleeping ; but not having taker the exact
attitude of ‘the Venus, her mother was
shocked, and reprimanded her.

¢« Law, mother,” said she, gaping and
rubbing her eyes, « if you hal-done as
‘much as I have to-day, you’d be sleepy:
too.” ‘

« Pray tell us, Suky, my, “dear,” said
her aunt, ¢ what have you been about to-
day, that yow’re so tired ?*! )

« Why aunt,” said the unblushmg girl,
¢ I drank two tumblers of Edinburgh ale
at luncheon, and then walked here ; and .
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if that *aint enough to n;ake one sleepy,
I know not what is.” ,

Old Mr. Barlow then, as precongerted,
gave his sister-in-law a hint, that Mr. Fan-
shaw was come there upon business, and
thatif she and her partywou)d favour them
with her company to-morrow, he. sbpuld
take it kindly. .

“ O aye, certainly,” replied the lady,
smirkin r in Mr. Fanshaw’s face. «1
should be sorry to be the one too many
on these occasions; however, you are very
sly= you think I can’t guess the busi-
ness ; and I suppose, if I had not hap-
pened to drop in té-day, I should never
have heaed a werd of the matter, till the,
tlothes was bought. But some folks

" can.see inte a mill-stone, as well as an-
other; however, I shall be glad of
another pair of gloves, and some cake.—
my.niece, Lady Neerdowel's, was excel-
lent, only Suky got into the cupboard
and made herself sick, — poor thing! I

« hope she’ll do as well as.her cousms,”
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Mrs. Barlow, to whom all this- was
Greek, scood staring with her eyes and
mouth wide open; ‘turning first to Mrs.
Samuel, then to her husband, and then to
Mr. Fanshaw, with the most ludicrous
surprise ; but. obtaining no, information
from either,’ and seeing her husband’s
FMpatience to get rid of them, she wished

them ¢ good, night ;*’ and theslady made
her exit, followed by Neddy, and Sunky,
and all. '
Mr. Fanshaw then opened the sorrow-
ful budget of disasters he had to lay be-
fore her ; and it was well for Miss Fen-
ning, that she had taken her departure
, before Mrs. Barlow’s abuse cculd reach
her. The poor woman was furious,
little supposing that any blame rould
attachto herself on the occasion, either for
taking Miss Fenning into har house upon
such alight recommendation as Lady Bur-
ford gave, or for her dupiicity in hiding
the ‘masq~rade from her husband ; but
when ow b:ro pleaded for his protegé,
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she vented all the anger upon him, whiclr
was due:to herself. Mr. Fanslfaw let her
go on ’till she hatl no more to gay —
Reader, we hope you will sef down
patience as his attribute — and then gave
her the sad history of Six John Neerdowel,
whom he represented as a ‘gambley, if
not a cohiplete swindler. ,  ~

This raised her indignation to its utmost
pitch ; tand she angrily replied, « that
he was a Barnet, and it was not likely a
gentleman of his rank and consequence
would behave so ; that,she would not be-
lieve a word of it, and, John,” added
she, as if she had just gotanew light, «1
wonder where is.your senses gone ; don’t,
gou sez Mr. Fanshaw is only playing a
trick.on you,-to inake you consent to his
scheme? I should like to know what he is
to get by thatsl — one must suspect every
body now. But Il tell you what, S deep
as you think yourself, you’ll find folks in
this house as can match yavr I won’t
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believe a word of it; and when my son
Sir John I{eerdowel turns out the villain
you 83y, why then, John and me, we’ll
consent te our daughter marrying Mr.
Lacket, — wont we, John ?*> — but John
groaned, instead of acquiescing.

M. Fanshaw, far from resenting the
rudeness and attront offered hLim, sin-
cerely pitied the poor woman. He
begged her to remember® her promise §
which he feared he should soon have the
opportunity of calling upon her to per.
form.

She repeated 1t, but in a tone some-
what subdued ; for :he countenance of
her husband had in a slight degree shaken
her confidence.

Mr. Fanshaw then rang fc- his carriage;
and, as Mr. Barlow attended him toit, he
begged him to excuse his poor wife,
whps> feelings had mastered her hospl-
tality and politeress. '

QOur her« assured hlm, that he felt too
much for -th?m to take any thing amiss ;
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“4bat he could not give up the hope of
dbtaining the consent for Mr. Lacket’s

Yparriage; and desired the old man to talk
# over with his wife ; and to call upon

Bhim, if ever he could be useful to him.
They then cordially shook hands and
separated, mutually pleased with each
other.
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